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R IN COLLISION
WITH STR. VADSO

Sunday morning last in
Inlet a collision occurred

the Boscowitz steamship
and the C. P, R. steamshlp
The former vessel, which

at Vancouver this after-
vas rammed by the Amur's
d had two plates above the
line damaged. The Amur
ded on her trip to Northern
ports and the Queen Char-~
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o injury. The Vadso is due
oria to-morrow.
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INING DEAL IN

BOUNDARY DISTRICT

x, Sept., 21.—The big' mining
ich was reported recently as
nder way has been closed, the
bpper Company acquiring a six
working bond on the Molly
'd and Athlestan fraction, the
and the Buttercup, in Welling~

p.
icAllister, manager of the com+<
ated that the deal had been put
on Thursday, and the facts ay
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ht exceptions as to details. The
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SIR WILFRID'S

s S e o S

GREAT

SPEECH AT NIAGARA FALLS

Makes Definite Announcement That Hudson’s Bay
Will Be Built--Deals With Tory Slander Cam-
paign--Premier Gets Rousing Reception

Niagara Falls,” Ont.,, Sept. 15, — Sir
Wilfrid Laurier got the reception of
his life when he arrived at the Falls
to-day. The premier's trip here was
uneventful. At Hamilton and 'St
Catharines there had been no recep-
tion organized and Sir Wilfrid did not
leave his private car, but when the
premier got to Niagara Falls, he was
given a reception with a vengeance.
Men climbed on freight cars to see and
cheer him. Greybeards climbed up
the railings on the back of his car
just for the pleasure of a handshake.
Cheer after cheer went up from the
thousands of spectators. It was en-
thusiasm of genuine admiration which
was voiced in the hurrahs of the mul-
titude.

A civic address was read at the sta-
tion and in his reply Lhe premier said:
“Pleased as I am to see these marvels
of electric’ deveélopment here;. great as
is my satisfaction at seeing things not
familiar, one of the things which 1s a
great joy to me is to see my old friend
W. M. German. You have produced
many things, but none better than he.”
German’s name was greeted with en-
thustic cheers. In fact, the whole gath-
ering simply bubbled with enthusiasm.
The band played *“O Canada.” -There
was more handshaking and from every
window of neighbouring buildings
handkerchiefs were waving at the dis-
iinguished guest. Sir Wilfrid was then
taken for an auto“drive about the city
which is gaily decorated. Everybody
is wearing Laurier badges.

Addressed ‘Enormous Crowd,

The scene in Queen Victoria park to-
night was one which will not be easily
forgotten. Massed  amidst beautiful
surroundings was a crowd estimated at
from 15,000 to 18,600 people, all eager
to acclaim not alone the chief of a
great party, but-a-leader of ‘a nation,
a statesman who ranks among the
greatest of ‘his time. In the ‘great can-
course of people theré was a spirit of
buoyancy, almost of gaiety, not usual-
ly associated. with political gatherings.
The enthusiasm which greeted Sir Wil-
frid was more than a demonstration of
party loyvalty; it'was a moving expres-
sion of affection and veneration, an
impressive tribute to personal worth,
as’ well as a spontaneous and hearty
acknowledgment. of political service.

People: came, from. all paris of the Ni~'

agara peninsula. The farmers were
eager to see and hear one who had
proved so loyal a friend, and interrupt-
ed their harvesting operations to gt-

tend the meeting’}y ‘aitizans ' whe had!

obtained .or taken a-holiday flocked. to
the.. . scene. Toronto, Hamilton . and
other cities sent  contingents, and
even Americans joined in the pilgrim-

age. ‘The premier signalized 'his ap-’

pearance in the - fighting 1line, eager
once more to do battle on behalf of
the cause he has served so splendidly,
with a speech. that was full of fire and
spirit, a speech of a statesman who is
confident he has the people behind him
and who 18 nét to be drawn from his
course by malignant attacks of a not
over-scrupulous .opposition. It may be
doubted whether, Sir Wilfrid was ever
in better fighting form. :

... Opening  Addresses, y

John Logan: was chairman. . The op-
ening addresses were given by W. O.
Sealey, the Liberal candidate for Went-
worth, R, F, Miller; candidate in Hal-
dimand and W. M. German, M. P. for
Welland. Mr. German asked: - “What
will we get if we elect -R. L. Borden
and his' friends?”

“Choice -tomatoes,” said a volice,
(laughter.) Mr, < German  added that
Borden: and Foster were political ex-
iles from. their own country, and de-
clared Borden eould not get a seat
throughout the length and breadth of
Nova Secotia, and was forced to come
to Ontario, and run in Carleton county.
Mr. Foster had been driven out: of
New Brunswick, and was forced to
come to Toronto, a hot-bed 'of Conser-
vatism,

Premier’s Address,

The premier was received with roars

of cheers, which lasted for quite a time,

the band striking up “The Maple Leaf”’

and “O, Canada.” Sir Wilfrid sald:
“Mr, Chairman, ladies and gentlemen,
proud as I am of this immense demon-
stration, I must tell you vzry frankly
that outside of that fact, in a sense
I am - almost sorry for its proportions
Tor I fee]l that with all the good will I
can put .into it, my poor voiee is not
equal to render justice to the magnitude
of the recéption given me. When my
friend, Mr. German, invited me a few
weeks ago to attend this demonstration
to open the campaign in Ontario waich
I am not sure is to come off immediate-
ly, but it is not very far distant, he told
me .that I would receive a very grand
reception. I was sure of it, because I
knew German as you know him, and I
knew him to be a man of his word, but
he did not tell me the whole truth. I
did not expeect such a demonstration.
Sincere Gratitude, :
“Before proceeding farther, let me
offer to all my sincere gratitude for the
sentiments expressed in the address
just’ offered to'me, and let me thank
You above all things for the fact that
You have appreciated my efforts, my
poor effects, in the way of uniting all
the ‘elements ‘composing the population
of our common Canada. ~Before T go
any further I must express, so far as I
&m able, my thanks;, and I am .more
than thankful for the marks of sym-
pathy which on more than one occas-
ion I have in this respéct received from
my fellow countrymen in the province
of Ontario. (Cheers.)) Ontario, T am
proud to say, has always done well by
me. ‘It might have done better in the
way of votes, (laughter), but when I
reflect upon the numerous causes of

difference which existed between th'ei

brovince of Ontario and the province
from which I come, the old province of
Quebec, sir, T am ‘préud, more so than

reached, as we have, a greater degree
of union than Providence has ' ever
seen elsewhere on the face of the
world.” (Cheers.) :

A Previous Visit,

The premier then referred to his pre-
vious visit to Welland as follows:

“In the year 1893, shortly after the
convention of the Liberal party which
took place in Ottawa, and at ‘which
were laid down the principles we
wanted to convey to the Canadian peo-
ple, and which we believed were re-
quired by the conditions such as were
then in existence, and which, to some
extent, are in existence still. - My ob-
Ject then was to explain these princi-
ples and platform, and to a certain
extent, also, to defend them, because
they had been attacked by the Conser-
vative party as soon as uttered. The
Conservative party had . taken the
ground that our principles were dan-
gerous, and that if it were the mis-
fortune of the Canadian people to re-
turn, us to power the application of
this principle might be dangerous, if
not obsolutely fatal,

Despised the Liberals,

“The Conservative party had come
to believe that the Creator had made
them of some sort of superior clay,
and that the lot of we poor Liberals
was simply to hew wood and . draw
water for them. (Laughter.) Evrey
day and every night they dreamed
dreams of Joseph, and they saw the
smal] Grit sheaves paying obeisance to
ithe big Conservative sheaves. Well,
the elections of 1896 came, and they
were mightily undeceived. Mightily
undeceived, did I say? I must with-
draw that expression. They were not
undeceived, their eyes were not open-
ed. They still believed that they were
bound to rule, and they expressed the
opinion that our wictory'in 1896 was
simply ‘a fluke; that already the peo-
ple had repented of“‘'what they had
done, and that as soon as they had an
opportunity of so doing they would re-
veérse their verdict. 'Still the Conserva-
tives were not undeceived. ‘They hoped
to gaih the elections of 1904, and when
the ‘elections of 1904 came they were
simply smiften hip and thigh, (Cheers.)

Have Changed Their Tactics,
“Now, new' elections:-are coming on;.

1 have not the opportunity to give the

date to-day, but perhaps within- two,

.| three, or four days, when I am speak-

ing dgain at Strathroy, ¥ may malke an

anmeunpcement.« - However; ‘we: ‘helleve

thé: électionis ars not very ‘fap off. ‘Now
the ‘Conservatives ‘have changed’their
tactics. ' Theéy no  longer attack’' our
platform, and speak of the danger and

Injuries that wotild result if that plat-

form were adopted. 'They have chang-

'ed their tune,"they have changed their

song," and now  they attack not ' the
platform, but those who made the ‘plat-
form, that is, they attack me and my
fellow-leaders. -Now their charge is
that we have deserted the Liberal prin-

ciples and ‘have failed to apply our

policy. ‘Now, sir, this is, it must be
admitted, a very strange reproach.in
the: mouth of the Conservative party,
of the Conservative organs and the
Conservative speakers and press men.
If. it were ture, as alleged, that we had
failed "to apply the principles there
might be some attention paid to them.
But this is not their language. I could
understand that language in the maouth

of Liberals, and, if it were true, that
- Liberals would say'it, but for the Con-

servative. party to makesthat reproach
is simply madness. But, sir, if it is
madness, there is method in their maa-
ness. They know what they are about.
Only, the thing is obvious, the trick is
too gross. We can see it as through
a glass. Their object is to create dis-
content. Read their oratory, their
newspapers, and  you will find every
day that they are appealing to the old
Liberals, hugging them to their bosom
with an affection not suspected before.
Now, I ought to have my share of that
affection of theirs, for T am myself an
old Liberal. I had the honor to be the
disciple of that great and good  man,
once the leader of the Liberal party,
Alexander Maekenzie. I entered par-
liament when he was the leader of the
parliament and of the government. I
served under him and sat at his feet.
So I say with seme pride,-and I pre-
tend somewhat to modesty, that T have
endeavoréd to walk in'the path of his
poiicy. But, sir,” what do they tell us?
What do they tell the old Liberals?
They: would have the old Liberals be-
lieve that we have not applied our
principles,
A Parallel Case,

“It would be well perhaps to tell a
tale from the history of England,
which perhaps has some reason for its
application to this case. Charles IT. was
King of England, and he was not a
very good man in some things, like my-
self (laughter) because, gentlemen, I
read the daily press of the Conserva-
tive party, and I have read it every day
for thirty years. Charles II. had some
good points, and I may say that per-
haps I have some good points also.
Charles II. had no children, and that
perhaps is another point of comparison,
and his brother was heir, who became
James II.,, and who had not the good
points that Chahles had. One day
James told his brother that he had
heard bad news had come to him; that
he had received notice that there was a
plot to assassinate the King. Charles
simply tapped his brother on the shoul-
der and said: ‘They will never kill me
to make you king.” (Laughter.) I have
this to say, that there is' not an old
Liberal who will take the poweér away
from me and my friends George P.
Graham and Rodolphe Lemieux, to give
it to the hands of R. L. Borden or Geo.
E. Foster. (Cheers.) But, sir, this is
not sufficient. Let me go a step fur-

ther. It is said in the present com- | years ago, dozens and hundreds would | ment,

paign by Borden and by Foster, that

|
|

| to ask how many men there are in this | a tunnel which at the Jowest estimate

If that is to be the issue, ladies and!
gentlemen, I accept it in its entirety.'
(Cheers.) They say that we have been {
guilty of corruption, and if that be the |
challenge, then I accept it in its entir-
ety, -but:before L. go further let me say
this, that I am.familiar with the tac-

tics, such tactics as these, and I ami
too old a bird to be taken in by them. |
I know something of the history of the |

|
|
|
|
|
|

4 Conservative party, and when you hear

them appealing to the country for hon- |
est government, I know that it is a new
chapter in a very old story. The Con-
servative party is famous for much
preaching and for poor performing.

Madeé No Charges.

“ILet me go one step further. Vﬁ’e are
charged with having been corrupt.
What are‘thé charges? When have they
been made? " In a ‘session of eight |
months’ duration, which was drawn to |
a close a few weeks ago, was there any
charge made - -against the government
such as was made against the Conser-
vative government in the days of the
Pacific scandal or in the days of the
McGreevy scandals, when the govern-
ment was directly taken to task ror;
acts of corruption for which chapter
and book were given? No sir, no charge |
of that kind -was made, byt Chargesi
were made against whom? As has just
been stated by my friend, Mr. German,
charges were  made against subordin-
ates, against officials.- + Well; what was
our duty in sue¢h circumstances? “We
did not wait until the charges were
made against the officials . and against
subordinates. In the session of 1907 we
had reason te believe that there were
irregularities, in. the -department of
marine and fisheries, for instance, and
some others, and what did we do under
such ecircumstances *What @ was our
conduct? . We did, sir, what any honest
government - would have done, what
Alexander Mackénzie himself would
have done. We' appointed a commis-
sion to investigate; a commission sat
and reported, and having gone through
the whole matter, they brought in a re-
port in which they stated that there
were irregularities; there Wwere no
nomes given, Something more was
done, and what was it? We appointed
another commission, took one of the
judges of the land, a man whose honor
was beyond reproach, Mr, Justice Cas-
sels, to carry out the investigation.
(Applause.)

Could Do No More,

“Sir, could "we do anything more?
But I have told you I am not surprised
much at it. I have told of Alexander
Mackenzie. He had struggles in his
own life, and to-day he is extolled to
the sky, and properly so, as a'heri-
tage to Canadian people; and we are
al] proud of his honor, his sterling in~
tegrity, acknowledged by all Canad-
ians, whether Liberal or Conservative.
You reformers,; you old Liberals, know
it was in the days of Mackenzie. These
men shed tears because the party to-
day is not in the hands of such a
man as he was, and I may ask you old
Liberals, you old reformers, how was
Mackenzie treated when in life and in
office? Was he treated any better than
we are to-day? No. Is it not a fact,
on the contrary, that he, an honest man,
whose honesty and integrity to-day are
acknowledged all over the land, was
accused himself of all sorts of acts of
¢orruption? '\\ i

Tactlcs "af~Early-Days/

“In the election of{{1878, do you re-x
member how at thatitime.the atmos-
phere was thick with*the ‘ery-of cor-
ruption, and .they are endegvoringr to
make it thick on the present-ogcasion.
‘Steel rails’ and ‘Hotel Neebing.’ Such
were the cries at the time “when they
charged - Alexander . Mackenzie with
having steel rails in order to secure
an undue commission for his brother,
and having acted dishonorably in con-
nection with
Neebing. Now I told you at the com-
mencement that I had been a constant
reader of the Mai] and Empire for 30
years. I would quote from an article
which was published at one time in
the Mail. It is this: ‘The history of
four years of incompetence and the
revelatons of ‘corruption and jobbery
which grew as public criticism poked
into ‘“rings” of Gritdom have thrown
doubt into the most~ faithful of the
ranks, and no wonder. The, bully who
shows the white feather is not a more
repulsive hypocrite who betrays the
purity, and outrages every principle
he professed. NO honest reformer can
review the past five years without feel-
ings of indignation and contempt.’

‘“That was published not this year,
but thirty years ago, and, although no
names are mentioned, yet .it.- was
against Alexander Mackenzie. On July
20th, 1878, the Mail published an article
which read’ this way? ‘Why are the
honest Reformers . dissatisfied. Be-
cause Mackenzie has deceived them.
He was going to be goody-goody in
everything, but he has been bad in
many instances and good in none; be-
cause he is manifestly incapable of
governing the country with wisdom or
prudence.” Do you see any difference -
in the language used thirty years ago
and the language of to-day?

o Using the Same Language,

“I say that take the -Mail and other
Conservative papers. to-day and they
are telling you eld Liberals the same 4
tale’ that. they.told the old Liberals at
that time.. Then it was the old Liber-
als of Baldwin, now it is the old Mac-
kenzie Reformers that they are ap-
pealing te in the same words. This
shows, I believe, what is at the base
of these accusations which are hurled
in the press at what I believe, nay,
what I assert, to be an honest govern-
ment, (Cheers.)

Mr. Foster's Logic.

“This’ is not' the' only tharge. Mr.
Foster’ speaking some days ago in one
of the maritime provinces, said we
were not only extravagant, but crim-
inally extravagant. Well, sir, if T have
shocked the virtue of my - friend,
George Eulas Foster, I deplore my fate
indeed. (Laughter.) After all let us
ascertain what Jis the charge of ex-
travagance. I read the speech of Mr.
Foster carefully. . .What is the evidence |
which he brings in support of the |
charge that we have. been criminally
extravagant~ His evidence is that in
1896, the last year he was in office as |
finance minister, the expenditure was
$36,000,000 in round figures, and that |
last year the Liberal government spent |
$76,000,000. That is to say, in twelve
yvears the expenditure doubled, and he

the sale of the hotel |

calls that extravagance. Sir, if I were

laudience who in the year 1908 spent |

double the amount ‘they spent twelve |

rise up. The times have been good

1 ean express, that wé should Have !this is & campaign for clean politics. ' and public and private wealth has in-

creased, and men can spend double
what they spent twelve years ago.
What is, after all, a criterion by which
to ascertain -whether in private or in
bublic life there has been extravagant
expenditure? There is one easy cri-
terion, and it is one which Mr. Foster
has forgotten. If a man has a certain
income and spends within that income
he cannot be called extravagant,
but if a man spends beyond his income
then he becomes extravagant. That is
my logie, at all events. It is mot the
logic of Mr. Foster. If there is a man
in this audience who has an income of
§10,000, and spends $8,000, in the eyes
of Mr. Foster he would be extrava-
gant; but if he is a man who has an
income of $10,000 and spends $500 more
than that amount, he would not be ex-
travagant, but would be saving. That
is the, logic of Mr. Foster. (Laughter
and applause.)
Mr. Foster Extravagant.

“I do not pretend to be much of a
financier,- but I think I have some
measure of common sense. I think I
understand these matters, and if a man
spends within his income he cannot be
extravagant. But the man who spends
more ¢han his-income, whether in
private life or in public life, becomes
extravagant, and according to the
logic of Mr. Foster, is criminally ex-
travagant -because Mr. Foster was
minister of finance for some eight
years of the last twelve years of the
Conservative ‘administration, and dur-
ing these twelve years, which ended
in July, 1896, the government of which
Mr. Foster was minister of finance had
six years of deficits and six years of
surpluses. (Applause.) He made them
an equal division, six years of deficits
on the one side and six yvears of sur-
pluses on the: other. (Renewed ap-
plause.) But unfortunately there was
not a division in the amount, because
the surpluses were. less than the de-
ficits. In .Mr. Foster’s time the sur-
pluses amounted to about $4,000,000 and
the deficits to $4,984,000,

A Record of Surpluses.

“What has been the record of the
Liberal government, which has been
accused by Mr. Foster, of extrava-
gance? What has been that wecord?
That record is that for the last twelve
years, except one, we have had sur-
pbxses. We had not a surplus in the
first year of dur administration when
we followed Mr. Foster. We had a de-
ficit of $500,000, but the year after that,
in 1897, we had a surplus. of $1,000,000,
then of $4,000,000, then of $8,000,000,
then of $5,000,000, then . of $7,000,000;
then of $14,000,000, - then of $15,000,000,
then of $7,000,000 again, then of  $12,-
000,0000, then of $16,000,000 and last of
$19.000,000. (Prolonged applause,) _This

is the record of the man whom Fostar |

calls ‘criminally extravagant.’ This tg-

tal of the surpluses amounts fo $113;- ;

000,000. s & srha¥a
A Lesson From Dickens, ;.
“Now, sir, do youreall that crimindlly
extravagant?
& financial man; I am nof’equal to Mr.
Fielding, he is my leader in that line.
But I think I may 'give“#s lesson in
finance to Mf.  Foster < ffom Charles
Dickens, froni-the cha,réd(er of Mr, Mi-
cawber. Like; Mr. . Foster, Micawber
was. always in difficul§és and always
waiting for sometHing ‘t4/#urn up, and
also, he wag fond of g}z@ggood ad-
vice. The @mdvice he /Zdye 7to Dawvid
Copperfield ‘was, to keé 1is’ ‘expenses
within his income, iy thedé’ wérds, ‘An-
nual . income £20,, expenditure ‘£19 19s.
6d., result' happiness; income £20; . ex~
penditure £20 6d., result, misery. " The
blossom is blighted, the leaf is ‘wither-
ed, the god of day goes down upon the
dreary sea, and, in short, you are for-
eyver floored, as I am.’ 8t this is Mr:
Foster's position. - (Laughter.)
Things He Should Haye Told,
“When Mr. Foster app.'it'é_s- to his ops
ponents, and his betters; sich words as
‘criminally extravagant,”. he

out of the millions expend&d, hundreds
of thousands, in some cases approach-
ing millions, have been spent in bring-
ing from Europe  hundreds of immi-
grants, who have gone to’ the prairie
land to help us build -up ‘this country.
Year after year we brought from the
United States ' sixty thousand, forty
thousand and fifty thousand of the
very best class of American citizens.
They at once became loya] British sub-
Jects, and they brought with them, ac-
cording to' the census returns ,in set-
tlers’ effects and gold, $52,000,000, and
they invested in land, mills, collieries,
industries and. businessps of different
kinds not less than $350,000,000. If he
(Mr. Foster) had told his hearers that
of these millions a large proportion was
used for building the Grand Trunk
Pacific railway, which has rolled the
map of Canada over a hundred miles
northward; if he told them that we
were deepéning the canals and in
a thousand different ways have so
improved the condition of things that
this miracle has been performed, that
our trade in twelve years has increased
from $230,000,000 -to $650,000,000, (loud
cheers); if he had told that out of these
millions.- we have relieved the Mother
Land of the necessity of. an expendi-
ture for the maintenance of garrisons
at Halifax and Esquimalt, for if we
have become a nation, we are a nation
under the British crown, and should
as far as possible maintain our own
‘military expenditure and so, if we can
relieve the Mother Land. . (Applause).
If Mr. Foster had told of these things
he would have presented a . true pic-
ture, More than that, I can claim
that when the revenue was buoyant
under the Liberals we have 'in spite
of expenditure been able to accumulate
$113,000,000 in surpluses and we have
been able. to do this and the burden
never was felt by the Canadian people.
No Undue Expenditure,

“There is not a man in this audience

who can respond to this appeal of Mr.

Foster's, for there is no man in this |

audience who has felt the pinch of
taxation or_ undue- expenditure. The
Tevenue was buoyant,! but if things
change; it Will-be our duty to decrease
the expenditure greatly and bring it on
terms" with 'our revénue: &8s -we have
always done. . Let me remind you of
this, and thiéxe is no goverriment in the
world, -whether of Canada, of Eurbpe,
of Ameriga, or elsewhere, ‘but can spend

would
have done better to tell hi§'Hearérs that

I have:told you T am not

“}Canadian_ Pacific railway,

said that we have gone back on our
principles; upon all the planks which
formed the platform of 1893. The most
important, no -doubt, was the plank up-

[ on the tariff. We denounced in no mea-
{
}

sured terms the tariff of that day. We
denounced in no measured terms the
once famous National Policy, once fa-
mous, but now dead, buried and forgot-
ten, as dead as Julius Caesar, as deeply
burfed as though it were at the bottom
of the sea, and as forgotten as the
pledges of Mr. Foster on prohibition.
(Laughter.) We denounced the princi-
ple of the national policy on universal
protection. Our policy was a - tariff
based upon revenue, and when we came
into office we put these principles inte
the form of a new policy. Now, it is
said that the policy we adopted was
simply a desertion of our principles,
that it was simply taking for our uses
the garments of the Conservative
party.- God forbid that we should do
anything of the kind. (Laughter.)
When the Conservative party tell us
that to-day it is simply an after-
thought, because when Sir Charles
Tuppper heard the new policy of the
Liberad party introduced by Mr. Field-
ing, in the session of 1897, he said that
Mr. Fielding had killed the national
policy and ruined Canadian industry.
Sir Charles Tupper spoke half a truth
when he said it would kill the national
policy. That was true, and Mr, Field-
ing must plead guilty to that matter.
If he was charged with it he would
probably answer in the words of the
old Roman, who said: ‘I swear I have
saved the country, let us go and thank
the gods.” (Applause and laughter.)
Mr. Fielding killed the national policy,
but what has been the result? The re-
sult has been the policy you see to-
day, the policy that has made the
country prosperous.
Reformers Not Revolutionists,

“It is true, however, that we did not
rush into radical reform. We are re-
formers, not revolutionists. We did not
dare to revalutionize the policy of that
day; we were content to improve it
gradually. I received in the campaign
of 1896, when we were about to go to
the country, a reply from Sir Oliver
Mowat, to a letter I had sent him.
Sir Oliver: wrote: ‘We are, I believe,
at one with respect to ‘the tariff. I
think with you that the introduction
of ‘the prospecive system was a mis-
take ‘on .the part of our people. But
yvou,-like myself, are a reformer, not a
revolutionist, and you recognize the ne-
cessity of -legislation on the tariff be-
ing-gradual and cautious. g¢Adopting
that policy .I am glad that you sée your
way .in the meantime to changes which
will' be a relief to our farmers and at

)| the same :time will not injuriously af-

fect, ‘-but wil] rather benefit the manu-
facturers and their workmen.’
Transportation Achievements,

“Let me “say something of what we
have'done:” It is not my inclination nor
Jds it my, practice on. any occasion to
‘withhold from my .épponents appro-
bation to which they are entitled. Dur-
ing the eighteen years that the Conser-
vative party were in office, T gave them
credit- for the placing in execution of
a greatidea—that is to say, the building
of the:Canadian Pacific raflway. I
do not approve of the terms on which
it was built. The terms were, to use an
expression of Mr. Foster, '‘criminally
exfravagant’'—not, oniyi" extravagant,
bt crimifialy extravggant, in regard
tothe grant of lands made; the exemp-
tion from taxation and the upholding
of & monopoly against competition. All
these were features which belittled the
usefulness of a useful measure which I
give them credit ‘for having initiated
and carried out.  But from the week
the Conservative party had built the
i they fell
.asieep.. (Laughter.)” They did not rest
on_ their qars, but' fell gsleep, and for
vear aftér year let the country drift,
iuntil ‘in’ 1896 we were in a most de-
splorable- conditon. ~As you know, the
condition Canada was in was most de-
plorable. They had to deal with a
most important and dangerous question.
But that is ‘past history, and I will not
review it. ‘But what was the condition
of Canada economically? Trade ' was
stagnant, manufacturing especially was
stagnant; something had to be done,
and we undertook to do it. We thought
that the policy which would be essen-
tial to the progress of the Canadian
people was the policy of transportation.
(Cheers.) We pledged ourselves to that
policy. We have been twelve years at
work on it, and we have not finished.
We built the Crow’s Nest Pass rail-
way, which brought all the wealth of
mineral, especially in coal, in southern
British Columbia to the doors of the
people of the western provinces. We
have brought the Intercolonial railway
to Montreal. Then we undertook to
deepen the canals. We finished the
deepening of the canals in three years,
but this was not sufficient. We had
afterwar?s to improve the harbors of
Ontario,"as we are now doing at Col-
borne, and we had to make new ones.
We had to improve the harbor at Mon-
treal, and last but not least, the chan-
nel from Montreal down to the sea. We
have done that, and the channel below
Montreal is as secure as the streets of
Montrea] themsélves, The result is
that commerce ahd trade are going
through a Canadian port and down the
channel of the St. Lawrence, and. to-
day the merchants of Boston and New
York are bewailing that part of their
trade is now going to -Montreal.
(Cheers.)

Grand Trunk Pacific.

“One question we have given the
greatest attention to, which we have
considered meore seriously than any
other because it means much to the
people of Canada. That is the building
of the new Transcontinental railway,
the Grand Trunk Pacific. When we
framed that measure we were attack-
ed by the whole force of the opposition;
they rushed upon us to tell us to stop.
I am proud of that railway. One sec-
tion of the road is complete and in

tle river, a point in Saskatchewan, You
are told that we told you this railway
would cost $13,000,000 of the Canadian

morejnnm,'ey, than it-has gpent, and for |

a legitimate purpose. ~(Apblause,) At
the very maoment ihat Mr. Foster talks
against our lavish expenditure, he goes

to Printe Edward FSEANA And nramiaeg

would;. cost’ _§10,000,000. "~ “Phat g
bad for ‘a man who preacheés retrench-

The Tariff Question,

-9l [ way

people’s money, whereas you are now
told it will cost $200,000,000.
most unfair, and I should say, dishonest
statement on the part of the opposition.
What we said was that we had made
a contract with the Grand Trunk Pa-
cific company whereby we were going to
build a railway from Moncton to Win-
nipeg and the company was to pay us

3 per cent. upon the expenditure. That |
was the arrangement and if the rail- |

costs one, two, three, ten or a
hundred million what we paid out will

be recouped by the G. T. P.. We stated '

that plainly and we stated that we

“Now 1 pass to another topic. It is would give them nothing but a lease

operation, that from Winnipeg to Bat- "

This is a |

for seven years, and those seven years

represented in a measure:the amount |
1 of free rural mail delivery

which absolutely comes from the pocket
of the Canadian people. We statéd that
it would be thirty millions of dollars.
I believe now we should increase our
calculations.

cost the Canadian people
$200,000,000, why the figures are pre-
posterous. We may advance money,
but the money which we wil] advance
will be recouped, every cent of it, ex-
cept for seven years’ interest.”

The Railway Commission,

Premier Laurier at this stage made
his announcement as to the construc-
tion of the Hudson Bay line.

““We have undertaken the construc-
tion of another railway—the Hudson
Bay railway. The Hudson Bay rail-
way, I am sure, does not appeal very

say it will

It concerns more the people of the west.
But I say to you, gentlemen of Ontario,

and you will agree with me, that what |

concerns one portion of the community
concerns every part of the community.
(Cheers.). And you men from Ontario,
vou are ready to bear your share of
the burden which will be necessary to
help the citizens in other parts of the
country. (Applause.) But'you will not
be called upon to do anything upon

that, because w& have provided that |
this railway is to be constructed out of |

the receipts from land which is set
apart for that very purpose,

“Now, we have come to the conclu-
sion that this railway is a necessity
owing to the condition in which ou?r
fellow-citizens in the west are placed.
This railway will give an alternative or
optiona] route. At the present time all
the wheat as Boon as it is tracked is
sent out to Lake Superior. We want to
provide another railway by Hudson’'s
Bay. There will then be the present
route and the Hudson's Bay route,
and the man who raises wheat and
cattle will have two outlets for his pro-
duction.

“We have been asked: ‘Are you not
going to hurt the trade of the St. Law-
rence if you do that?’” Oh, ye of little
faith, the trade of Canada is too great
eygn for these two outlets.. What we
see coming will pe more than suffi-
cient for both the St. Lawrence and
the Hudson Bay routes,

““We have come: to the conclusion that
the time to build this railway is now:
not to-morrow, but now; ‘and now we
have surveyors .in the field looking at
the coudition of the country and pre-
paring plans for us, which we shall be
prepared to put into execution as soon
as we receive them,

“The government will build the rail-
way, or rather sombody will be en-
trusted with building it for us, but,
whatever we do, all the terminals and

all the elevators shail be built by the

government, and retained under all and
every circumstance by the government,
80 as to insure the largest measure of
benefit possible to the Canadian people
in the Northwest provinces.”

Continuing, Sir Wilfrid said: I should
speak also of another problem connect-
ed with transportation which deeply
concerns such of the farming commun-
ity as there is here, that is the rail-
way commission. Men there are
amongst us who believe that the gov-
ernment should own and operate all the
railways. This is not my view. I do
not ‘think that we should operate the
railways which carry the traffic of On-
tario, the Grand Trunk and Canadian
Pacific, but I believe that we should
take measures, and we are taking
measures to have the railway transpor-
tation supervised and controlled not
by the companies but by authority ap-
pointed- by the gevernment, and this is
the purpose for which we have estah-
lished the railway commission. You
know, gentlemen, the benefit which you
have already received from that com-
mission. If you have a railway-cross-
ing difficulty with a railway, or if they
are overcharging you freight you Rave
a commission which will come on the
spot and give you the relief to which
you are entitled. There are some peo-
ple, like my friend W, F. Maclean, of
South York, for instance, who think we
should have a two-cent fare by legis-
lation. We think that is not possible
yet, because the conditions in Canada
differ materially from those in the pro-
vince of Ontario and other provinces,
and we have given the control of all
those affairs to the railway commis-
sion.. That commission has taken steps
toward. giving a two-cent fare.

Twelve Years of Advance,

‘“These, sir, are some of the past
things we have done, and I have told
you also of some of the things we in-
tend to do., We have. been now for
twelve years in office, and I helieve we
can say with truth that these twelve
years will show more advance in the
history of Canada than any other sim-
ilar period. Great Britain is compass-
ed to-day by what may well be said to
be a galaxy of young nations, and
amongst those daughter nations, Can-
ada, all agree, holds - first rank.
(Cheers.) I don’t pretend that this is
the culmination of the last twelve
years or can it be claimed as the work
of the party in twelve years.
been the work of generation after gen-
eration of Canadians, but I think I can
claim that when the bages of history
are unfolded to the eyes of the fu-
ture- generations it will be regarded,
that though the generation's which have
passed laid the foundations, the su-
preme honor of crowning the edifice was
reserved to the administration which
you placed in power in 1896, the man-
date which you renewed in 1900 and in
1904, and which mandate, I believe,
you will also renew as' soon as the
bugles sound the ecall of duty at the
polls. (Loud cheers.) I don't make
any predictions as to the victory, I
leave that to our opponents, They will
do as they have done in the past, and
we will do as we have done. 'They
crow before election day and we com-
mence to crow after election day. And
among the list of ' victories I hope to
see the names of Welland, so well re-

{ presented by my friend, William Man-

ley German,

ly likewise

whole body.

cheers.)”’
Rural Mail Delivery,

Hon. Rodolphe Lemieux, the speaker
who followed Sir Wilfrid, made an im-
portant announcement in regard to the
inauguration of rura)l mail delivery
and collect in the future. The post-
master-general capped the climax of a
parti&larly effective * and
speech by announcing the intentfon of

Manley in name and man-
in every particle of his
(Loud and prolouged

the government to inaugurate, at once |

a system of free rural mail delivery

It will cost a little more |
than that, but when the Conservatives |

{ much to the people of Welland county. |

It has|

eloquent !

|
|

throughout Canada, thus conferring a !

great boon to the whole farming com-

‘munity of the country.

After briefly
reviewing. the history of the adoption
in /; Great
Britafn, France, Germany and the
United States, Mr. Lemieux declared
that hitherto the vital objection to the
adoption- of such a system in Canada
had been the great cost involved and
the comparative sparsity of the rural

| population, but with a post office sur-

plus of $1,100,000 last year and the
growing postal revenue the government
now felt justified in taking another
step in advance in the mattér of postal
reforms. After carefully studying the
question for the past two or three
vears his department had now evolved
a, scheme of rural delivery and col-
lecting by utilizing the present system
of stage routes, whereby the rural pop-
ulation would be able to receive and
post all ordinary mail matter at their
doors instead of having to drive from
two to three miles to the nearest post
office for that purpose. *“With the con-
sent of my colleagues,” he said, “I have
determined to equip all the existing
mai] routes in Canada with rural de-
livery boxes under regulations to be
published and enforced shortly. At the
junction of every concession line with

| the main road the farmers will also be

given the privilege of having boxes lo-
cated for the receipt and collection of
mail if so desired.

‘“The department has made all ar-
rangements,” continued Mr. Lemieux,
“for carrying out this scheme and will
at once proceed to operate it. I think
the government can and will afford to
pay the cost.”

A Splendid Record.

Hon. Mr. Lemieux also gave a cogent
and succinct review of the splendid
results achieved under the Liberal re-
gime in the administration of the labor
and the post office departments. Never
in the history of the Conservative gov=
ernmeint, he said, had there been a sur-
plus in the post office department. In
1896 there was a deficit of $700,997.
Since 1903, under Liberal administra-
tion, the post office had produced a.
surplus every year, the grand total be-
ing $4,282,210, and this magnificent
surplus had coincided with a substan-
tial increase in the 'salaries of the
postmasters, with a large increase in
the number of post offices, with an
enormous addition in the mail sefvice
and with ' a reduction in the postal
rates. At the last session of parlia~
ment a bill was passed giving a one
cent drop letter rate in the cities. The
inland letter rate and the rate on let-
ters to the United States was reduced
from three cents to two cents, the let-
ter rate to every portion of the British
Empire was reduced from five cents
to two cents, the rate on Canadian
newspapers and periodicals sent from
publishers in:Canada to Great Britain
and other parts of the Empire had been
reduced from eight cents per pound to
one-quarter of one ‘cent per pound, and
a reduction had been obtained in the
rate of postage on British magazines
and newspapers coming te Canada
from eight cents per pound to two
cents per pound. In the tota] mileage.
of mail routes there had been an-in-
crease of 44 per cent.; in the number
of letters carried, an increase of 241
per cent.; in the amount of ~money
transmitted by money orders and pos-
tal notes, an increase of 323 per cent.;
and  in the number of. depositors in
posta] savings banks an increase of 31
per cent. In 1896 there had been &
deficit of $781,152, and in 1908 a sur-
plus of $1,101,827, a financial better=
ment of $1,882,979.

In. concluding his address, Mr., Le-
mieux expressed the, belief that a
cheaper cable service between Canadsa
and Great Britain was now feasible,
and he advocated a cable rate of ten
words for one shilling,

THE NEW JOURNALISM.

The annual conference of the Insti-
tute of Journalists was held in Man-
chester a short time ago. A. F. Rob-
bins, president of the institute, deliver-
ed his presidential address, taking for
his subject “The Status of the Joiirnal-
ist.” Dealing with the diminished in-
fluence of the press to-day, he asked
whether it was not the case that, in
these times as compared with forty
years ago, there was more appeal to
the immediate and less thought of the
abiding, greater glare and slighter illu-
mination, the generation of heat ra-
ther than of light, the sacrifice in too
many cases of common sense to crude
sensationalism, of the honest truth to
the telling head line? And these ques-
tions did somethinyg to suggest the rea-
son for the increasing distrust of the
press, ‘both in regard to its veracity
and its discretion, which, as manifest-
ed in various directions, was a portent
not lightly to be set aside, and, one
largely due to the lack of a true sense
of responsibility shown in some  jour-
nalistic quarters of note,

From the very nature of its varied
demands, journalism, he said, was the
most accessible of callings. It present-
ed an open door to which talent was
always welcomed, and it had so many
phases that the application of any rigid
test for entrance was very nigh impos-
sible, ;

But those who wished well to thelr
craft would not be satisfied until
something systematic was attempted to '
raise the status at the yvery first step,
to decline to acquiesce in the old rule-
of-thumb method of free and easy ad-
mission, and to endeavor in association
with the universities and other great
educative agencies to make a profes-
sion of what heretofore had been large-
ly regarded only as a calling. To do
this, however, one highly practical
point would have to be reckoned with:
if the entrance to the practice of jour=-
nalism was not to be haphazard, the
continuance thearein must not be chance
medley, There must be some sense of
security of tenure, such as ebtained in
the brightest times of British journal-
ism, but had been largely obliterated
in the more recent struggles for circu-
lation, since the best men would work
théir best when relieved from the daily
fear that personal caprice or proprie-
torial love of change might suddenly
place them in the street. But how were
these ideals of a heightened and
strengthened profession to be attained?
Neot by the success of individual jour-
nalists, but by the organized efforts of

them all.

A NORWEGIAN FISHING STORY.

One need not go to America for every
tall story. For exampie, the Novoe
Vremya says that a Norwegian fisher-
man has fitted up a telephone apparafus
on his boat which enables him to hear
the fish approaching. and even to make
a guess at their number,
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