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% -~ COURTING AN INQUIRY.
« : 3
" Premier McBride says the govern-
ment invites the fullest investigation
of the manner in which the Kalen Isl-
and townsite of ten thousand acres was
transferred from the province to the
Grand Trunk Pacific’ Railway Com-
pany. He says the government has
nothiﬁg to fear. It has from the very
first courted the most critical scrutiny
of its dealings with the company oOr
. syndicate which was the intermediary
between the administration and the
rallway company. As an evidence of
the desire of the ministers to have the
light turned on we are asked to ob-
serve the' alacrity with which the min-
. ute of council was brogght down in
the Legislature. It was laid upon the
table before the opposition had a
chance to ask for its production.
Which is all very well, but we under-
stand members of the Legislature and
others asked to see that minute of
council’ some months ago, and that
their requests were met by the minis-
ters, or some. of the ministers, with a
very pointed refusal. Then again.
when the leader of the opposition
moved his resolution for a committee
of inquiry, we notice that the Premier
objected to the personnel of the com-
mission. Messrs. Macgowan and Man-
_son were named as two of the repre-
sentatives of the government party on
the committee. The Premier is en-
titled to the privilege of having a ma-
jority of his friends on the committee
of investigation. Mr. Macgowan is
one of the Conservatives in the House
who objected to the dominering tac-
tics of the Chief Commissioner of
Lands and Works. He gave evidence
of his dissatisfaction by assisting in
the defeat of the government when
the Hon. R. F. Green insisted that the
bill dealing with the exportation of
logs should go through the House
without amendment and in the form in
which he, the dictator, introduced it.
If the Kaien Island deal were carried
out with a single eye to the interests
of the province and without reference
to the interests of the ministers, or
any of them, or to the interests of the
members of the syndicate, why should
the government be afraid to trust Mr.
Macgowan to investigate the facis and
to register his opinions respecting
them? It is true that Mr. McBride
also suggested that another name
should be substituted for that of Mr.
Manson. But may the substitution not
have been suggested -because the ex-
pression of want of confidence in the
party loyalty of Mr. Macgowan would
have been too offensive to that gentle-
man and might have resulted in seri-
ous consequences to the government?
Furthermore, if it were essential in the
interests of the province that the ter-
minus of the Grand Trunk Pacific
should be at Kaien Island and no-
where else, because at other points
private speculators had acquired prac-
tically all the property suitable - for
terminal purposes, why could not the
government, or the Chief Commissioner
on behalf of the gover?xment. have
conducted the negotiations directly
with the representatives of the‘ Grand
Trﬁnk Pacific Railway Company?
Doubtless all the facts bearing wupon
these interesting and apparently in-
comprehensible questions will be
brought out before the commission of
inquiry. The public will await the
publication of them with a consider-
able amount of curiosity.

NOT TO SULTRY.

Someone has told the Colonist that
thers was a meeting of the Liberal As-
sociation on Tuesday evening and that
an exceedingly sultry atmosphere was
developed at that assembly. Whoever
the representative of our contempor-

ary at the meeting may have been, he
did not report all the facts, and such
matters as he did submit were either
distorted or absolutely false. The at-
mosphere did not impress those who
attended as ‘“‘exceedingly sultry.” A
resolution condemnatory of the com-
mission appointed to investigate the
Valencia disaster was not passed. If
such a resolution had been passed it
could not have been taken
demnatory

as con-
of the government or of
the Victoria representatives of the gov-
ernment, as it is obvious that the com-

mission was selected on the recom-

woeme—dgNdation: of the officials of the gov-

ernment, or that the commission came
into being automatically just as did
the commission that is sitting on the
wreck in the state of Washington at
the presetn time. The opinion may
have been expresssed at the meeting
that an inquiry of larger scope than
the investigation propcsed to be held
by Captain Gaudin would give satis-
facticn to the people of Victoria and

of British Columbia. A similar expres- |
|

sion of opinion has been sent on to
Washington from the city of Seattle,
the president of the United States hav-
ing been petitioned to constitute a
competent independent court of in-
quiry into the same matter.” These ex-
pressions are not unnatural when we
consider the state of public
caused by the suffering and the un-
timely fate of such a large number of
people.

The real objects and the principal
business of the Liberal meeting held
on Tuesday evening were to hgar ad-
dresses from a number of members of
the opposition party in the Local Leg-
islature. This business was carried out
with a good deal of profit to those who
attended the gathering. Messrs. Mac-
donald, Oliver, Munroe, Henderson,
Brown, Murphy and Jones all address-
ed the meeting, and if they di? not
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succeed in producing a sultry atmos-
.phere in the hall, they convinced their
hedrers that they were doing a good

work in the House, were fmaking an

exceedingly warm and interesting situ-
ation for the members of the govern-
ment in the Legislature, and created
an unmistakable feeling that the pros-
peets of the Liberal party in British
Columbia are gratifyingly bright. Our
contemporary will find tkat if it and
those it répresents are building upon
Liberal dissension in Victoria as one
reason why the coming summer would
be an opportune time to dissolve the

House and make an appeal to the peo-
ple; they have taken refuge in an

exceedingly flimsy structure.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL- AND
THE DEWDNEY DEAL,

Mr. Borden, leader of the Conserva-
tive party of Canada, has given notice
that at-the coming session of parlia-
ment he will move that no barrister
representing a constituency shall be
permitted to practise his profession
before committees of the House. The
object is designed to prevent members
from using their official positions for
the promotion of private practice,
a practice which has grown to
such proportions to constitute
almost a grave scandal. Hon.
Charles Wilson, K. C., Attorney-
General in the McBride govern-
ment,  publicly acknowledges that he
is the solicitor of thé Sun Life In-
surance Company, which is directly in-
terested in the measure now before the
legislature for the relief of a small
percentage of the taxpayers of Dewd-
ney, the constituency of Premier Mc-
Bride. This is what might truthfully
be described as a ‘‘unique connection.”
Not that there is any implication that
Mr. Wilson is using his official position
for improper purposes. He is not tak-
ing any part in the debates upon the
bill for the disincorporation of the
municipality., He may not have had a
hand in the preparation of the bill in
which his company is directly interest-
ed, although it is usual for an Attor-
ney-General to see that such docu-
ments are prepared in proper legal
form. He.is a silent witness of the
proceedings, even refusing to cast his
vote in the interests of justice to the
taxpayers of Dewdney and the bond-
holders he officially represents. Never-
theless we submit that the position of
the Attorney-General is on anomalous
one, to put the case as wildly as pos-
sible, It emphasizes the necessity for
an investigation into all the circum-
stances connected with the outrageous
proposition of theé government with
respect to the measure alleged to be
designed solely for the relief of the
taxpayers of Dewdney. As a matter
of fact, only a very small proportion
of the people of Dewdney are directly
interested in the measure. The ma-
jority of them are in a position analo-
gous to the position of the other tax-
payers of the province, who will be
compelled, in proportion to their in-
terests in the country, to make good
the defalcations of the owners of the
dyked lands. If there had been noth-
ing to conceal, the government, for its
own credit and in order to substanti-
ate its position, would have welcomed
an investigation and the submission
of all the facts to the pgop]e.

as

TURN OF THE TIDE.

The Whitney Conservativfe govern-
ment of Ontario met with its first re-
buff in the Kingston bye-election.
Edward John Barker Pense, publisher
of the British Whig, one of the oldest
newspapers in Canada, was the Lib-
eral candidate. Previous to the com-
mencement of the campaign an agree-
ment was entered into by the repre-
sentatives of the two parties to do
their best to conduct a fair and inex-
pensive contest. A mutual pledge was
made to make a bona fide effort to put
an end to all questionable and corrupt
practices. Mr. Pense, in accordance
with this agreement, did not hold a
single meeting during the course of the
fight for votes. . Such appeals as he
considered necessary, such educational
matter as he deemed advisable to lay
before the electorate, he issued through
his newspaper. His opponents, as
might have been expected, did not
adhere strictly to the letter of their
contract. They considered the ‘‘re-
demption” of Kingston would be the
crowning glory of the Tory triumph
of the previous year. They held big
meetings and imported all the great
political ordnance at their command in
the belief that the old seat of Sir John
Macdonald was at last on the point of

returning to the Conservative column. |

Mr. R. R. Gamey, as the highest type
of latter-day militant, mordaunt
Toryism, harangued the multitude in
his own peculiar style. There was

fidence. The trend of public sentiment
was unmistakable—until
were counted. Then it was found that
Mr. Pense’'s majority was larger than
it was in the previous contest. Thus
ended the first lesson for the triumph-
ant Whitney spoilsmen, who have act-
ed upon the principle that the first
duty ef a Conservative government is
to provide offices for Tory workers.
Premier Whitney and Dr. Beattie Nes-
bitt of Toronto, like Premier McBride
and Hon. R. F. Green of British Col-
umbia, have exemplified in their po-

| litical lives the typical Tory idea of

political ethics,

{ ened Liberalism in Ontario as the me-

thods of the McBride government have
made this province solidly Liberal.
* ¥ =

—After a very stormy passage from
the Orient the steamship Lyra arrived
at the outer wharf Wednesday. The
ship left Yokohama on the 10th inst.
During the greater part of the voyage
heavy gales were encountered, and the
trip in consequence was longer than
usual. The vessel brought about 300
tons of freight for Victoria and a con-
siderable cargo for the Sound, but no
passengers,
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(Continued from page 3.),

tion -with the undermentioned patitiops
have been complied with: To incor-

porate’ the National Plate Glass Insur-.

ance Company of {anada; to incorpor-
ate the British Columbia Permanent
Loan and Savings Company; to amend
the “Pacific Coast Fire Insurance Com-
pany’s Act, 1890”; to incorporate the
Canadian Plate Glass Insurance Com-
pany; to revise, ratify and confirm the
Cowichan, Alberni and Fort Rupert
Railway Company Act; relating to the
Union Steamship Company of British
Columbia, Limited; respecting the
British Columbia Northern and Mac-
kenzie Valley Railway Company, and
to amend the ‘West Kootenay Power
and Light Company, Limited Act,
1897 ”

The report was received and adopted.

‘“Your select standing committee on
private bills and standing orders beg
leave to report as follows:

‘“That the standing orders have not
been complied with as to publication
of notice and presentation of petition
in connection with the undermentioned
petitions: To incorporate the British
Columbia Central ailway Company,
and to incorporate the Southern Okan-
agan Railway Company.

“Your committee recommends that
rules 57 and 59 be suspended with ref-
erence to the two above-mentioned pe-
titions.”

The report was received. The stand-
ing rules and orders were suspended
and the report adopted.

“Your- select standing committee on
private bills and standing orders beg
leave to weport as follows:

“That the standing orders have not
been complied with as to publication
of notice and presentation of petition
in connection with the petition for a
special act for incorporating the city
of North Vancouver. Your committee
recommends that rules 57 and 59 be
suspended with reference to the said
petition.”

The report was received. The stand-
ing rules and orders were suspended
and the report adopted.

New BillL

On the motion of the Hon. Charles
Wilson, a bill respecting distress was
introduced and read a first time.

Private Bills.

The following private bills were in-
troduced and read a first time:

By Dr. King, ‘a bill to incorporate
the St. Mary’'s Valley Railway Com-
pany.

By Dr. King, a bill to incorporate the
St. Mary’s and Cherry Creek Railway
Company.

By J. N. Evans, a bill to ratify and
confirm the Cowichan, Alberni and
Fort Rupert Railway Company Act.

These were referred to the railway
committee.

By W. G. Cameron, a bill to incor-
porate the Canadian Plate Glass Insur-
ance Company,

By George Fraser, a bill to amend the
West. Kootenay Power and . Light Com-
pany, Limited Act, 1897.

By A. H. B. Macgowan, a bill to in-
corporate the National Plate Glass In-
surance Company of Canada.

By W. J. Bowser, a bill to amend the
Lightning Creek Gold Gravels and
Drainage Company (Limited Liability)
Act, 1896.

Referred to the private bills com-
mittee. :

Questions and Answers.

John Oliver asked the chief commis-
sioner of lands and works the following
questions:

1. How many acres of timber lands
have the Fraser River Tannery Com-
pany under lease or license?

2. For what purposes is this timber
acquired?

3. Has this company built a saw-
mill or sawmills in connection with its
holdings?

4. What is the annual rate per acre
paid by this company on its holdings?

5. Has the government any reliable
information as to the quantity and
variety of timber on the holdings of
this company?

Hon. R .F. Green replied as follows:

“l, 18,730 under lease.

“2. For stripping hemlock bark for
tanning purposes.
“3. H4ve no

point.

“4. Two cents per acre per year for
first five years. Five cents per acre
per year for remainder of time.

“6. The government has no other in-
formation than that received from the
company, but the company cannot cut
any timber other than hemlock, except
under special timber licenses obtained
under the land act. There is, how-
ever, a protest on record from Mr. C.
Miller, who complains that a certain
section is principally cedar and fir and
not hemlock.”

John Oliver asked the premier the
following questions:

1. Was E. W. Beckett appointed a

information on this

{ clerk in the New ‘Westminster land

| registry office? '
great enthusiasm and unbounded con- [

2. If'so, when was he appointed?
3. At what salary?
4. Has Mr. Beckett been continuous-

| 1y employed in the office since the date

of his avpointment?

5. If not, has he been represented by
proxy?

6. If so, who was his proxy?

Premier McBride replied as follows:

“l. Yes.

“2. March 1st, 1905.

3 -§45 per month.

‘4. Mr. E. W. Beckett was, by cleri-
cal error, substituted for Mr. J. M.
for whom the appointment

“5. Mr. E. W. Beckett never en-
tered on the duties of land registry
office clerk. The mistake was rectified
and Mr. J. M. Beckett appointed.”

Assessment Act Amendment.

The house went into adjourned com-
mittee on the assessment act amend-
ment.

Hon.
lows:

“When the owner of land either
grants to another, or reserves to him-
self, the coal, or the right to win coal,
therefrom, he shall notify the assessor
of the district of the grant or reserva-

R. G. Tatlow moved as fol-

right to win the,
same, shall be deémed ‘coal ldnd.”

“At the next assessment of the said
land, after receiving w®aid) notice, thé
assessor ‘shall assess ately and to
their respective ownérs the said land
and the coal, or right to win" coal,
therefrom, and a sale or forfeiture of
sdld land “for taxes accrued due after
the recéipt ‘of safd notfcs, shall not af-
fect the sald coal or right to win coal,
but the said-lan& and the said coal or
right to win coal shiall be assessed,sold
or forfeited, as the case may be, sep-’
arately.” e

J. A. Macdonald pointéed out that
there still remained a difficulty, and
the amendment did not cover all cases
which might arise. 5 y

There - was also need to make pro-
vision for protecting rights where the
owner of the land and of .the mineral
rights were different.; He also under-
stood that the intention was to make
the amendment apply to lands dealt
with previous to the passing of the
act. He suggested that the section
should be left over for further con-
sideration. This was done.

W. Ross moved that sub-section (11)
of section 6 of said chapter 53 be
amended by adding the following sub-
section immediately thereafter:

“(11a.) Provided that when any of
the corporations mentioned in sub-sec-
addition (56) of this section carry on in
addition to any or all of the businesses
therein specified, the business of buy-
ing and selling real estate, the pro-
ceeds of the sales of such real estate.
in excess of the assessed value of the
lands sold shall be déemed to be part
of the gross revenue of said corpora-
tions for the purpose of assessment and
taxation.”

He said that the reason of this was
to avoid a:system of double taxation.
Lands held by corporations were made
to pay taxes on lands as wild or im-
proved lands. On thede being sold the
company was also made to pay taxes
on the revenue derived, thus making
double taxation. v

Parker Williams and John Oliver ob-
jected that the amendment was out
of order, Parker Willlams thought
the corporation should not kick if they
chose to go into the “real estate” or
“land shark” business.

J. H. Hawthornthwalte pointed out
that these corporations got the land in
many instances for nothing, simply as
subsidies.. They also were in a posi-
tion to force workmen to purchase
lands from the company before obtain-
ing work. .

Mr. Macdonald said it was difficult
to avoid double taxatiom in every in-
stance. He contended that if a com-
pany were assessed only $5 an acre on
lands and then sold it for $10 or $20
an acre it was not fair to expect the
company to be free from taxation on
the revenue in the latter instance.

Mr. Ross said that the amendment
provided that in such a case only the
revenue above the assessed value would
be taxed.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite thought this
showed that there was something
wrong with the assessing: of- these
lands if the values were put so low.

The amendment of Mr. R0ss was car-
ried.

The bill was reported complete wita
amendment.

Timber Manufacture Act.

The house then went' into committee
on an act respecting the wuse and
manufacture within. British Columbia
of timber cut on lands of the crown,
with W. Manson in the chair.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite moved in
amendment to the section prohibiting
the shipping of logs out of the province
the following:

“Providing always, that logs cut or
hewed by bona fide ‘hand-loggers’ may
at all times be exported.”

The chief commissioner held that this
would do away with the usefulness of
the act; as in the past, logs would be
shipped out. At the present time hand-
loggers’ licenses were taken advantage
of and the timber taken out was not
really according to the plan intended
under hand-loggers’ licenses.

T. W. Paterson pointed out that the
hand-loggers’ licenses were given to
cover a special class of timber. There
were large tracts of timber lands which
without the method of taking out by
hand-loggers would go to waste and
be burned. He pointed out that where
hand-ioggers employed a donkey engine
that the government collected $80 for
each engine. This was unfair.. How
were the hand-loggers to take the logs
into the water without the use of a
donkey engine? He contended that the
government, with the officers available,
should be able to ascertain whether
the logs cut were really under a hand-
loggers’ license.

Hon. Mr. Green did not see why the
hand loggers should be dealt with dif-
ferently to others. If it was decided to
prohibit the export of logs, then hand-

wanted to know where Mr. Paterson
got his information that $80 was
| charged for the use of donkey engines.

Mr. Paterson said he was informed
by the men who paid it. He did not
know whether this was collected by
law or not,

W. J. Bowser said tha! the hand- |
logger was a man who used a jack-
screw saw and axes. The license was |
prepared for this class. But one man
had taken advantage of the system,
and licenses against the law of the |
province prohibiting the export of tim-
ber had shipped out 75,000,000 feet of
lumber.

Mr. Paterson wanted to know if the
judges upheld the contention that the
act is contrary to the law.

Mr. Bowser admitted that by a tech-
nicality of the law he was declared to
be within his rights in shipping the
logs out. The man defled the admin-
istration and the chief commissioner
and shipped the logs out of the prov-
ince, using valuable timber and tak-
ing advantage of hand-loggers’ lic-
enses. The prohibition of the export
of timber had conserved the industry
in the province. The policy of the gov-
ernment~was to build up the province
and not the cities in the United States.
He did not see why the hand-loggers
should be dealt with differently from
other classes of lumbermen. =

Mr. Paterson said that the last|
speaker had given an evidence of the
greatest weakness on the part of the |
government. Was it possible for hand- |
loggers to get out 75,000,000 feet oti
lumber? The men who by their own‘

l

energy could go in and secure a donkey
engine and handle the timber of the
province were due to all credit and
every encoyragement. It was ridicul-
ous for a gwmmnt to preétend that-

loggers should also be prohibited. He |

| something might
done to allow of the shipping out of |

| see
| thought, however, that the time might

‘then could go into the woods of this
province and take out timber with

theéir hands and  a jackscrew. The
timber could not bé handled in that
way. A government which said that
no other way should be employed, not
eveén a donkey engine, nor a horse, nor
an ‘ox, in handling timber should get
out of business. 3
Mr. Hawthornthwaite held that the
Conservative government should con-

serve the industries of the province,.

whether large or small. Special class
legislation had been introduced to en-
able large corporations to drive out the
small individual workers. How in the
world could a, man with common Sense
talk about men taking timber out of
the woods of British Columbia with a
jackscrew? He would like to see Mr.
Bowser try it. ;

To establish mills in British Colum-
bia did not require the driving out of
a small class of men which was be-
coming fewer. This was a desirable
class. The government proposes that
the men who use jackscrews
compete with men who use the most
modern machinery. It was a farce to
say that the industry represented by
the hand-loggers was not to be crushed
out. Class legislation to enable the
capitalist to exterminate the hand-log-
gers should be frowned down in the
legislature.

Mr. Oliver referred to Mr. Bowser
as the acting premier, having got off a
part of the address intended to have
been delivered in the debate on the
speech of his-honor. Mr. Oliver held
that it was the most childish thing to
hear members charge a man with vio-
lating the laws of the province when,
in spite of every effort being made to
c¢onvict him of this, the judges in every
cdse declared that he was within his
rights.

' This man referred to must be a very
clever man. He had taken 75,000,000
feet of lumber out of the province in
spite of the government. The man
had, it was shown, better knowledge
of the laws of the province than the
attorney-general and all his deputies
and other members of the government
who failed to prevent the shipments.
But, in addition, this man, though
shipping 75,000,000 feet out of the prov-
ince, had paid stumpage on only 30,000,-
000 feet. It would be a good thing for
the province to have suclf a capable
man at the head of the government.

On the point that $80 was collected
where a donkey engine was used, Hon.
Mr. Green denied that this was ever
collected.

Mr. Oliver said that the acting pre-
mier and the real premier had made
the statement that the real object of
this bill was to get even with Mr.
Emmerson.

Mr, Macdonald said that the
legislation of the province showed
that it was the intention to recognize
the rights of a certain class which
worked in a limited way. When the
export of logs was prohobited the in-
tention of' the legislature was clearly
te exclude this class of hand-loggers,
who could not successfully compete
with the large dealers.

The legislation of last year had not
had any effect in building up mills in
the province. The tendency of the leg-
islation introduced by the government
was to squeeze out the smaller dealer
holding hand-loggers and special -
censes in favor of the capitalists. This
legislation tended te squeeze out the
small dealer who sought to make an
independent living and force him inteo
the employ of the large corporations.

Mr. Macdonald said that he desired
to see the timbering industry ad-
vanced. But in encouraging the build-
ing of mills was there no danger of
doing it at the expense of men who
should be encouraged in the province?
He thought that it would be business
to enable men to take the poorer tim-
ber of the lands of the province which
would otherwise be wasted.

F. Carter-Cotton said that the busi-
ness of hand-loggers, as understood a
few years ago, was becoming ex-
tinguished. These men were becoming
less each year, and the legitimate
hand-logger was now really extinct.

Mr. Paterson said that there were
hundreds of hand-loggers taking tim-
ber off the land which would other-
wise be wasted. -

Mr. Cotton said that at the present
time few independent hand-loggers
were in business. The men who worked
under hand loggers’ licenses now cut
logs which were collected and taken to
the United States.

Mr. Paterson said there was not a
mill in Vancouver or Burrard Inlet
which did not purchase from hand-log-
gers.

Mr. Cotton contended that the gov-
ernment should have efficient scalers
and the stumpage should be collected.

“Hear, hear!” from the opposition.

Mr. Cotton said he knew of two mills
built in the province which would have
been put up in the United States had
the export of logs hot been prohibited.

Mr. Paterson wanted the name of
these mills.

Mr. Cotton did not care
them .

Mr. Paterson said there had been a
lot of talk about the mill on the west
coast of Vancouver Island being built
in consequence of this. This was non-
sense. Logs could not be towed from
the west coast of Vancouver Island and
mills had to be built there.. He thought
with advantage be

to reveal

poles and piles and poorer qualities of
timber to the United States. At the
present time the government could not
its way clear to —do this. He

soon come for this exporta®on.

Mr. Paterson said that Mr. Cotton
had struck at the root of the whole
matter when he said that the proper
scaling should be done. If that were
carried out then the inferior grades of
lumber which could not be manufac-
tured in British Columbia might be
shipped out. If the chief commission-
er would give attention to this scaling
of logs it would be of much more
benefit to the province than any of the
legislation dealing with timber, which
had so far been introduced by him.
Scalers were often employed in the
mill whose logs were to be scaled.

J. R. Brown said that the hand log-
ger was entitled to the privileges. He
did not favor the amendment, - but
thought the bill couid be amended later
to give the hand logger further privil-
eges which would be advantageous.

Dr. King pointed out that by the bill
as framed the timber would have to
be manufactured in the province. This
would forbid the export of timber into
the Northwest, which would be a seri-
ous blow to the lumber industry in
-the vinterior. - He proposed that the

should’
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committee rise and report progress.

* Hon. Mr. Green said that the inten-
tion was to introduce a section which
would allow the Lieut.-Governor-in-
Council to permit of timber being ex-
ported to any province or territory of
Canada. He, however, would not con-
sent to any alteration in the section.

R. L. Drury objected to it being left
in such shape that the timber men
must come to the government and ask
for permission to ship to the North-
west.

Dr. King objected to the proposal. It
was not right or fair that any mill
man should be placed in the position
of having to come to the government,

the Northwest, !

Mr. Macdonalc said that there

culty. HEast of the Cascades
ported to the United States. To ex-
port to the United States logs would
have to be sent by water. It should,
therefore, be easy to arrange the bill
s0 as to modify this section.
section was left over a modification
might be arrived at which would be
satisfactory to all.

Premier McBride contended that the
prohibition against shipping logs out
of British Colimbia was introduced in
1901 by Mr. Wells.

time. The government in this bill look-
ed only to the maintaining of this in-
dustry in British Columbia. The Pre-

this prohibition.

understand the conditions there or he
would not say this,

THE, Premier said it was
feasible to ship logs from the West
Coast. Rafts had been sent from Seat-
tle, Everett and elsewhere on Puget
Sound to California.

The intention of the government was
not to put the hand logger out of
business.. It was not until Mr. Em-
merson made a wholesale violation of
this principle that there was any cry
in favor of the hand loggers:” He was
informed that Mr. Emmerson got a
number of hand loggers’ licenses and
sent a corresponding number of men
out to take-out the timber in a whole-
sale way. The government had done
everything to encourage the hand log-
gers.

Mr. Paterson wanted to know if the
Premier agreed with Mr. Bowser that
the intention of the government was
to confine hand loggers to the use of
jack screws, and if that was’'the way
the government proposed to encour-
age the hand logger?

The Premier said he did
that this was the intention.

The motion that the committee rise
moved by Dr. King, carried by a vote
of 19 to 17, J. H. Hawthornthwalte,
Parker Willlams, W. Davidson, A. H.
B. Macgowan voting for the amend-
ment, and John Houston not voting.

In spite of this the chairman per-
sisted that the motion was lost after
two counts. Before the third count
was made Mr. Houston said to relieve
the situation he would vote in the
affirmative, which made the vote 20
to 17.

The motion was carried amid ap-
plause from the opposition.

The committee rose and reported pro-
gress.

Mr. Macdonald said that he would
like to ask the premier to take until
to-morrow to consider his position in
the House. (Opposition applause.)

The premier sai@ his position
perfectly safe in the House.

was

Dewdney Disincorporation.

The House then went into adjourned
committee on the Dewdney disincor-
poration bill.

Hon. Chas. Wilson, solicitor of the
had a statement to make. It had been
represented that this was a bill for the
relief of the Sun Life Insurance Com-
pany. The latter company did not

need any relief. It was not interested

| in the results of this legislation. If

this bill did not pass that corporation

| could by process of law recover its

rights. But in doing so some would
be driven from their farms. That cor-
poration, actuated by a humanitarian
spirit which did not often actuate
these companies, had refrained for
vears from taking action. He said that
he refrained himself from voting on

| the bill because his firm were the so-

licitors for the company.

J. H. Hawthornthwaite wanted to
know if the attorney-general held the
claim to be a just one.

The attorney-general repeated the
statement made previously, that the
company had a claim that could be
supported in the courts.

Mr. -Oliver pointed out that the act
had-n6t been complied, with respecting
the provision for a court of revision
when the dyking by-law was promul-
gated. He also pointed out other vital
defects in complying with the law, and
these he held would render the dyking
by-law illegal. - He also pointed out
that the Sun Life Company had not
in other instances dealt go leniently

with those under its, power, but had
prosecuted.

the attorney-geneeal.
“Sun Lifé‘ vs,' Elliott,”

Ol Wer. i “
The attorney-general said that that

and asking for the right to export to |

was an casy way of solving the diffi- |
there |
was no danger of any logs being ex- |

If the |

This was done be- |
cause the industry was waning at the |

mier held that the mill on the West |
Coast of Vancouver Island would not |
have been built had it not been for |

Mr. Drury said the Premier did not |

perfectly |

not know |

Sun Life Insurance Company, said he |

“What case do you refer to?” asked

said Mr. s

case was entirely:different.

After various sections were passed
and the preamble. was to: be passed,
Mr. Paterson wanted to know - if i
were correct to say that-the works
were destroyed. According to the.re-
cord in the registry office he found
that the scheme had contemplated suf-
ficient- earth to make an -embankment
of a very great extent. It -appeared to
him that the municipality had pur-
chased rights from the C. P. R. That
part still remains, and the people of
Dewdney -still retained a right in this
embankment possibly. It was not exact
to say that the works had been des-
| troyed, and it would -be perhaps ili-
advised to let the preamblé remain as
it was. He suggested . that ' it be
changed to say. ‘‘partially destroyed.’

This was agreed to by the premier.

The bill was reported: complete,.

The House then adjourned.

Victoria, Jan. 31st 1903,

The legislature had a short sitting
| to-day, rising before 4 o’clock, Tha
rude awakening which the members of
the government received yesterday
that their position was not one of ab-
solute safety had an appreciable ef-
fect upon them to-day. The self same
bill in connection with which they met
defeat the day previous came up for
consideration in committee. But dur-
ing the night a wonderful changs had
come over the chief commissiier. HHe
was no longer the imperious dictat.
of yesterday. On the contrary, Lz was
agreeable to any suggestions  froo
members of the opposition o allow the
| various sections to stand over.

| It was plainly evident that since y-s-
terday the chief commissionar in pai-
ticular and the members.of th~ gover -
| ment in general had been under ih~
chastening of the rank and file of th>
party in the House, and had
forced to take a lesg dictatorial
tion, on danger of defeat by the opji-
| sition if such a course werz: not -
| sued.

| There i8 no evidence, moreover, th
is‘edrfect peace reigns on thne goveriniei!

e rof the House.. The Pr_mivriand
his colleagues showed to-day tnat
there was business requirin: attantion
at their hands other than assessment
act amendments and the pconibition of
the export of logs from the province.

There was the first duty impesed ;-
on them of restoring at leasc¢ a sem-
blance of confidence in thair adminis-
tration of affairs among the Conserva-
tive members.

A committee to inquire finilg .the
grants of land made .on.Kaien .Is anl
to the Grand Trunk Pacific and afl «
nected with that transaction has heen
appointed on the motion of the leade
of the opRosition. J. A. Macdonald
pointed out that the fullest informa-
tion was necessary in order to asce:-
tain if the grant was" legal. Although
there can be no doubt the government
would gladly have denied tHé inquiry
yvet this would have been such an evi-
dence of weakness of their claim that
the transaction was regular and good
that the premier did not dare to d
other than acquiesce in:it. - The com
mittee will consist of J. F. Garden, i
- Young, W. R. Ross, C. Munro and J. A.
Macdonald.

A resolution calling for the -produc-
tion of papers in connection with tim-
ber leases granted on Little Sloca
river was carried on motion of John
Houston. It is said that there are
Ssome very peculiar features about -this
grant which, if all the papers are pro-
duced, will show a wonderful sysien
prevailing in the lands and  wotks de
| partment. .

The question connected with the
| “Pack Train” mineral claim which has
| been before the courts of the -province
| and has been introduced before into
| the legislature will form:the subject of

investigation by a select committeé of

the House. This action-was takén o
| motion of J. R. Brown.

heen

POSi-
Pos

Prayers were read by Rev: 6. K. “B.
{ Adams. «
I Petitions.

The following petitfons were laid on
the table :

{ By W. R. Ross—From W. 1. 'Seam,
i Pacific Box Company and Frank N.
Trites, owners of lots abutting on the
waters of False Creek, Vancouver, op-
posing the private bill of Vancouver
| city to amend the “False Creek Fore-
shore Act, '1904.” J

Committee’s Report.

Dr. Young reported from the private
bills committee that with respect to
the petition of the Southeast Kootenay
Railway Company, as already reported,
the standing orders were complied with
except for the fact that the petition
asks for powers to acquire and oper-
ate coal lands and mines which were
not contained in the published adver-
tisements. The committee besides re-
porting, as they have done, that the
standing orders be suspended, further
| reported that inasmuch as the discrep-
{ ency referred to does not appear to
{ be of importance, and that the powers
| asked for may be refused by the com-
| mittee on railways, double fees should
| not be exacted.

| The report was received, the stand-
| ing rules and orders were suspended.

and the report adopted.
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