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great and free States as they are, Canada, the Australian

Commonwealth, New Zealand, British India itself, send

regiment after regiment to swell the British armies.

France and Russia are both our cordial and active allies.

The army sent forth by Great Britain to wage war

with Germany exceeds 200,000 men ; it is far greater

than any army sent forth either by England or by

the United Kingdom during the whole of the great

war with France. In every respect but one the British

Empire is incomparably stronger than the Great Britain

which gave force to the attack on Napoleon and, when

he had aroused against him every nation in Europe,

struck at Waterloo a final blow to his power. Add to

all this that the vast hosts of Germany and of Austria

have not produced to the knowledge of the world any

general of Napoleonic genius, nor are the Germans

in 1914 guided by a man who rivals in his control of

scientific warfare the Moltke of 1870-1.

Yet there is one feature in the war of to-day which

gives to it an element of danger to England and her

allies which did not exist during the great conflict with

Napoleon. As that conflict went on it became v . jce and

more apparent that it was a war between England and

the allies she gradually acquired on the one hand, and

one general of transcendent genius on the other. It

was a contest between a powerful nation and one man.

In this it resembled the conflict between Rome and

Hannibal, probably the greatest commander whose

achievements are recorded by undoubted history. In

such a conflict the chances are ultimately in favour of

the strong nation. We now know tb after Waterloo

Napoleon had only five years of life. The Imperial war

of 1914 is a war between Great Britain and her allies

on one side, and on the other, not one man, but Germany


