
;.

i«!

1S2 APPENDIX
intellectual, moral, political, and religious attainment Among ;:>«m are wme

of thotc who have filled the higheit executive and judicial offioet of thia Com-

monwealth and of other 8tates, many of thi> most eminent of our couniellora

and stateamen; and the clergy, the most intelligent mrrchantu, manufacturera,

mechanics, and farmers, also masters of vessels appear to have come forward in

bodies to enrol their names in favor of this cause. In our collegeii, academiea, and

public and private schools, its reception appears to have been equally favorable;

presidents, professors, tutors, instructed, and the students of the higher classes

uniting in its support; in furtherance of wliich. it appears, peace societies have

recently been formed by the associated instructers and students at many of our

colleges and literary institutions; and orations and other exercises on this topic

have been assigned at commencement and on other occasions: and, in some cases,

prices are statedly assigned and medals are awarded for the best dissertations

and poems on the subject of peace, and of arbitratior. as a substitute for an

appeal to arms. Very many and strongly expressed resolves have been passed

with perfect unanimity in a number of ecclesiantical and lay conventions, associa-

tions, conferences, and other meetings. Indeed, m very favorably has this cause

been received by the community at large, it appears that there are about m

thousand clergymen in the New Kngland. Middle, Western and Soutliern States,

who have given their names pledging themselves to preach at least one sermon

every year on this subject; and it is introduced in lyceum lectures and dis-

cussions, and made an object of attention in Bible claasen, and in the course of

instruction in Sabbath schools. Many of the most popular and talented authors

have proffered their serviees in the promotion of this caufie; and Sabbath school

boolcs, and books for other schools and academies, and some works of a still

higher class, having reference to its promotion, have Ix-en published, as is shown

liy the memorialists, not only in several of the New Knglund States, but also at

tlie South, in Umdon, Switzerland, and elsewhere. It appeiirit, further, from

facts and documents presented to your Committee liy the memorialists, an exten-

sive cor«'spondence on this subject has IxH'n carried on, for some time past, be-

tween societies and individuals in various parts of the I'nited States, Great

• 14.5 Hritain, France, Switzerland, • I'rusKia, Holland. i«)me of the Cermaii

States, and elaewhere; meetings have been held, societies formed, addresses

niiide, and resolves adopted; from which there appeara to be a very wide spread

and prevailing sentiment in favor of a general cooperation for the attainment of

the gre~t and all-important design of substituting arbitration instead of arms,

as a luk n-surt. for the declitlon of international disputes. Several of the

eourts of Kurope have been addressed on the subject of peace by the Count de

S>llon.

Your Committee have deemed it proper, and, indeed, in a degree, essential, to

the interests of tliis cause, to give the foregoing very brief outline of the facta

laid before them, in regard to the state of fiM'ling apparently prevailing in the

community, both in this country and abroad, in favor of some action, on the part

of government, for the promotion of the object now presented to view. It cannot

be denied, the view opens a bright field of int«llig>'iice and high moral feeling,


