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mort Inftances,/ He (cctn% even in this of hi« national vjfita-

tions to point out the connedion which He intended ihould

fubfift between man and man.

For we can hardly deny, that our Creator might If H«
Icalcd, without any departure from the unalterable law* of

js nature, puni(h or reward individual^, even in thi« life, in

cxai^ proportion to their condudV, whethrr public or private,

without involving others in the condquenccs. But to Ibcwf

us, in all ways, that we have an intereit in each other ; and

to engage us, even an principles of felfilhneft, to promote

among our neighbours a love for piety and virtue. He choofet

to punifh a gcncril violation of thele by general calamitle*

And indeed we find all hiftory bearing witncfs thatalmoft

every nation has been profperous while virtuau-j i and thitt

after they had corrupted their ways they have decayed or to-

tally perilhed. Not only the Jews were whillk they conti-

nued to be a people, and are Hill, in their diipcrllon, at the

prcfcnt day, a notorious evidence ot thii truth j but heathen

nations, alio, both were, and confefled themfclvcs to be ex-

amples of the fame : Nay the ruin and defolation of many

amongft them would proclaim it, whether they confefled it

or no. For where is now that mighty Babylon ? Sht: that

hath hem a golden cup in the Lord's hand^ that mad: all the

garth drunken f—Babylon isfuddenly fallen and dejlroyed,—O
thou that dwelle/i upon many waters thy end is comi'. And

they Jhall not take of thee ajUne for a corner^ nor a ftone for

foundations^ but thou /halt be dtftlate for ever. And fo literally

wasGod's threatened judgment fulfillcd,that travellers cannot

now difcover where that magnificent refidencc of Luxury

and Vice hath flood.

Tyre, alfo, whofe wealth and trade AirpafTrd all that was

elfewhere feen in the earth

—

Whofe merchants were Princes

^—xuhen the multitude of her merchandize filled the mid/} of her

with violence \ and Jhe finned^ was caji as profane out of thi

mountain of God,

And Rome herfelf, whofe dominion grew to a wonderful

extent in the days of her fimplicity and virtue; whom (jod

ufcd as the inftrument of his vengeance on the rebellious

Jews ; When (lie gave herfelf up to pride and profligacy,

was ruined by a train of circumllances as unexpt-dted and

unaccountable (unlefs wc confefs them the judgments of

Heaven) as her rife and progrefs had been.

I would fiir exceed the limits 1 have defigned for this whole

difcourfe, were I to recite all the pafliiges that are to be

fuund


