
PREFACE.

When the general conversion of those pirates took place atier the battle of Clon-
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"' '"'""' ^"^"^^'^ ^ ^^"^°" °f ^^P<^^«. - if to give thezeal of Malacl,y an opportunity of restoring the sacred cause of religion and

d.sc,ph„e. But much as the Church of Ireland endured, while the fury of theDamsh ravages de.solated the land, yet, it seen, the cup of Irish misery had notbeen dra.ne
,
and to a perfidious nation, not indeed through any p..ulL merit

Itrj-n ;" ';
'" ''"'''' ''' ''''' ^"^^"-^ -^^ accomplishme't'rather of th

et : " '?"^"-"'" '' ''''' '''''' "'-•^ '^^ -thstood the storms ofeighteen _cenur,es that infliction wherewith the sins of our fathers may have
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' ''' T ""^ """^ ''' faithof Ireland more resplendent,

bZofth . ZT" " °ther regions, nay. expanding itself within the verybosom of that perfidious country, which has shaken off itssweet yoke, and return-ing as does tne illustrious stranger, forgetful of the injuries he has receive to

"t : :L:c\m-' 'r 'r
"^'^^^^ ^'' ^'^ ^'°°^ of her martyrlrIhe xnsh Catholic, who has sought a home in this land of the West will begratified to find the chain of the Episcopal succession of Ireland unb oln anduusevered from that Apostolic rock, which has protected the Irish Church

all her vicissitudes, and that apoe.olic bond, with the see of Pete-, kept up i,
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without Parliamentary pretenders ro contest those ancient landmarks, which
their predecessors possessed from the remotest ages of their national Church

In glancing over the records of Irish Missionaries and tlie monastic esiab-
.*hmon s of the country, and of those heroic men, whose blood has been shodby English persecutors, while instructed by the simplicity of their lives, as wellas charmed with that sublime faith whose charity inspires such pious works anIdea will be conveyed to his mind of the fame and the splendor of the Iri.h

churc
,
as well as of that extensive robbery and spoliation which have been

perpetrated in the name of religion
; of those sanguinary .u.rders which Pro esant England, in the fullness of her religions vagaries has committed, whicihave inebriated her with the blood of the saints, which have consigned t ev ywo. t e faith u but suffering people of Ireland, who have made a sacrifice ofevery hing which this wprld value, property, liberty, country, nay life itself

rather t:ian orego the advantages which faith pure and unsullied procures
1 agarics which have consigned them to the rapacity of the greediest adventurers
hat ever plundered a country, whose souls have been dead to eve. y sentiment that

ennobles man
;
dead to every impulse but that of plunder and opnression

; whichhave consigned the people of Ireland to the horrors of protracted famine lest an
English exchequer, which Irish plunder and misrule have too long replenished,
should be burdened with the relief of Irish distress, and finally which have doomedhem to the emigrant-ship, as the only hope of the oppressed CaUiolics of Ireland
bringing with them no riches but the invaluable ones of faith, which has tauW.;
them patience under privation, and forgiveness under injuries and insults

°

In all the eondicts of the Irish Church there exis, natural ohstaclei to the
.access of those who attempted its extincdon

, the mountain caverns nnd
the marshes of the country provided th., faithful followers of the ancient creed


