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filiould ncfiuiie in respect to tliem tlie privilcjreH

the bill confci-s on us. There would lie entire reci-

procity. Our clianccs of jjrofitiiig hy tlie nrrnn;;e-

ment would be ns good aa theirs. The Iluiise-

Towna might fend ns a few morn hams; but there

is sourccly an iirticle enumerated in the bill which
cnn be brnu^'lit to us with tid vantage from the

States on the Gcrmnn Ocean and the naltie. We
are too distant for aLjricultura! cxchangrs. Tcsides,

we are e.sscntially as ngricultural as they. Wiieat
is the only article likely, under any circumstunccs,
to come here, except in the most inconsiderable

quantities. In 1837, when flour was ten, eleven,

and twelve dollars a barrel, we received over a
million of bushels of wheat from Germany, not

half the quantity we sent in 1847 into Canada,
Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick; but in the for-

mer year, under the influence of ihe.se enormou.s
prices, England herself .sent ns over seven hundred
thousand bushels— nearly ns much as Germany;
and yet she imported in 1847 over eighty-six mil-
lions of bushels of grain. But such occu.sions very
rarely occur; and when they do occ\n-, the tend-
ency of importation is decidedly beneficial. Its

influence is to check prices when they reach the

liigh point of extravagance.

Senators have expressed the apprehension that,

if this bill pas.scs, we shall, under the con.struction

they give to it, be deluged with wheat from the
Baltic. Let us see how much ground there is for

this apprehension. On the 1st of February wheat
will pay but one shilling sterling a quarter in Great
Britain—about three cents a hnahel. She imports
from us: we export to her. The price of wheat
there must, therefore, always be as much higher
than the price here, when sh.e has a deficiency and
we a surplus, as the cost of carrying wheat to her
from the United States, and this cost, I am told, is

about twenty cents the bushel. When it is a dol-

lar here, it must be i^l 20 there. Now, let us see

what a vessel laden with wheat from the Baltic

would be likely to do in such a case. She must,
to come here, sail directly by the ports of Great
Britain, where slic can get a dollar and twenty
cents a bushel, deducting the three cents duty

v/hich she must pay. She gets, then, a dollar and

seventeen cents. Suppose she continues her voy-

age to the United Slates, how will the account

stand ? Admitting, for the sake of th.c argument,

that the wheat she brings will come in f;ec of duly

under our reciprocity treaties, she will get one dol-

lar a bu&hcl; but from this amount she must deduct

twenty cents for co.st of transiiorlation from Great

Britain here. She will get eighty cents here in-

slCcid of one dollar and seventeen cents in Eng-

land—thirty-seven cents a bushel less; and this,

on ft cargo of sevrrnl thousand bushels, will amount
to no inconsiderable sum. The Northern Germans
have the reputation of being rather heavy, but ihcy

are, so far aa I have had the opponuniiy of ob-

serving them, the Yankees of the Continent in

bargaining; and I think they will be found alto-

gether too astute to engage in any such enterprises

ns honoralde Srnntors apprehend. They will carry

on a .severe competition with ua in supplying Eng-
land with wheat; but they are just as unlikely to

compete with ub in our markets ns we are to com-
pete with Newcastle in supplying London with

coal.

Under the construction, therefore, which Sena-

tors give to tlie bill, I am satisfied its operation

would be as beneficial to us aa to the States with

which we have reciprocity treaties. But I contend

that these treaties will not be aflected by this nr-

rangcmrnt. If I am mistaken, tlie privileges we
confer will also be acquired by us, and we cannot,

in any event, be losers.

Let me now turn to con.niden. ionswliich directly

concern the commercial intercourse of Canada und
the United States.

In order to understand the sul'ject in all its bear-

ings, it will be necessary to see what Catuula is,

and what she lias done for us in the lemoval of

restrictions upon our commerce with her.

The population of Canada (I usea general term,

as the two provinces nre now united) is 1,527,75

soul.^, or, in round numbers, a million and a half.

With less variety and fertility of soil than the

United States, a more rigorous climate, and with

colonial rc'strictions calculated, imder the most

favorable view of the subject, to impede the devel-

opment of her resources, to shar.kle the operations

of industry, and to abridge the freedom of indi-

vidual enterprise, which is always the most pow-
erful stimulus to exertion, it is not to be expected

that her progress will keep pnce with our own in

population or in social and physical improvement.

The policy of Great Britain has, within a few

years, utulergone some important changes, favor-

able to her in a cominercial and political view.

Canada, it is true, has lost some exclusive privi-

leges by a relaxation of the colonial system cf the

mother cnuntiy, but the latter has extended to her
some new facilities, by surrendeiing the control of
the custom-house, .--o far as respects the irnposition

of duties; and she has also conceded the principle

of the resjionsibility of ministers which exists at

home, so thn when the Governor is not sustained

in his polii'y by the Provincial rnrliament, he is

bound to chaiige his advisers, or, in other words,

his Executive Council, wliich may be considered

as the ministry of the colony. The Canadian


