
himself compétent to attend to this little matter for hirnself; so that the inebriate and
>the débauchée are the natural fruit* of the latter, as he ii the plant derived from the
former.

f / '. If we can ascertain (r) what Alcohol is ? whlch can be donc by oomparing it with
recognized l'oods ; and (2) what the action is, and where it origiiiates when it is brought
into contact with the living structures? it will enable us to so've the problem orits»

"for' and " médicinal " properties. Médical Science was whôiiy in favor of its use
when we emerged from the period of the " middle ag-s." Since that time investlgafion

and research nave enabled us to know more of natural laws. and a better under-
standing and more definite conclusions ought to obtain with tnose wbo assume tb be
the exponents of public opinion on this matter, as ail the po'nts on which its solution

epend are admitted by those who hâve kept abreast with modem investigation. The
" Dispensatories" of ail countries agrée as to its gênerai characteristics when pure.

Wood's U. S. Disp. says;—Alcohol is the intoxicating ingrédient in ail spirituous

liquors, including wine, porter, aie, bcer, cider and every otner liquor which has under-
gone vmous fermentation. This occurs at 60 ® to7o® Fah. , when the sugar—cane or

grape—is converted into carbonic acid gas and alconol." The American Disp. saye :

—

"' Undiluted it is a poweriul stimulant and irritant poison, rapidly causing intoxication,

and, in large quantifies, death." The French, Brirish ar 1 Dublin Disps. say the same;
and no eminent médical authority disputes this position when referring to it in its pure

[

State. Water, in its pure state, présents no such characteristics as are ascribed to
alcoho! ; but was desigPed by nature as the vehicle in which ail nutrient éléments are

y
floated to their destination for assimilation, and, in which ail the worn out material of

the tis^ue, as well as other foreign rhatter, is carried to the depurating ofgans for elimin-

i ation. When a small percentige of alcohol is sec^^eted in water its true character be-

comes obscured to the gênerai observer, hence the disputes m referenct to its chameleon
* like character.

Alcohol does not grow like other recognized foods, and no bubbling spring afTords

j y
it. Itis a product of fermentation, which is a process ofdeafh, décomposition and -le-

cay of what originally contained life, hiving been organized under vital laws. Alco-
' holic beverages contain différent percentages of alcohol, ranging from two and a half

to four in lager, aiid forty to fifty-four in tne différent distillea spirits of commerce. If

It ii claimed that thèse beverages contam other nutrient properties than alcohol, why sb

much effort to défend it ? But do they cdntaiu nutrient pro[)erties ? Let us bear in

mind a fundamental principle in nature—that foods po.ssess vital properties, having
been organized under the laws of growth ThiS position is sustained by ail naturalistii,

who agrée that the animal kingdom, mati included, must dérive theii: food from the or-

ganià world. This général principle is also recognized by the lr..5tinctive intelligence

of the entire animal création, including the sàvagè arid civilized races of men. Another
important auestion présents itself; can vitalized substances exist as siich in contact with/

alcohol ! I shall quote a few authoi^ on this point, and would say parenthetically that

the conclusions arrived at werè not the ASstiMPTiONs of mistaketi men whô possibly ert-

joyed an occasional "smlle;" but the unmistakable language of natural laws.

Pereira, in his Matcria Medica, says :-^" On plants alcohol acts as a rapîd ând fatal

jjoison.'' Is the fact of its being "a rapîd and fatal poison" (o the vegètable kingdom,
évidence to "Microscope's" mind that it is * food" for the animal ? This emiûent author

says, also, that "Leèches immérsed in spirit die in two or threç minutes."

Fontdna says :
—" When half the body of a leech was plunged into spirit, this part

lost ail of its motion, while the other halfcontinned in action.' This experlmentalist

also States that "spirit killed frogs." "Applied tolhe right curai nerve of a frog, it de-

stroyed the powerof the animal to move its right foot." Dr. Munroe states, " When
applied to the hind legs of a frog it diminished their sensibility and mobUity."

Fontana states, "Turtlcs were killed by spirits administered througn théstomach»
d*"ihjected oeneath the skin." •• Before death the animal became motiortless."

^" Flottrens found that birds Hved longer with their brains laid bare and partly re-

idôVed, thaii when alcohol was injected into their stomachs. " The sensés were retain-

ed when the cerebellum was rémoved, while alcohol destroyed them." Its effects on
fishes issimilar to what it is on other animais, as Pereira proved by humerons experir

ments. He " injected four drachms of alcohol intdthe jugular veiii of a dog," which
caused the " blood to coagulate and produced instant death." Introdùcea Into the

stomachs of càts, dogs or rabbils it prtjducf^ àpoplectic Conditions, He also says :

—

'* The effects of alcohol on man are those of a powerful caustic and irritant poison."

"To Whatever part of the body (of man) alcohol is applied it causes cpnt action and
condensation of the tissues, and gi ves rîse to pain, .edness, beat and other s> . "îtoms of

inflammation," *rhis etiiinent author«7 names many diseases as the resuit of UiC habit

of àsingalûQhôlic liquoirs, àmong Which are "mania, delirium tremens, insanity, tûber-
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