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]!(• ,(,•, Parliament, by being allowed to participate (a« they humbly conceive they ure entitled)

ruiada Petition
'" '''* revenues to be tierived from the lands reserved lor the support oV a Protestant''^

'_f
clergy, according to the ratio ol' their population, or in such other proportion as may be
deemed equitable and just ; and by granting to them such other provision as the Imperial
Parliament mity in its wiaciom deem expedient.

Your Majesty's petitioucrb having reason to believe that the interests of the Protestant

clergy of these provinces may become the subject oi legislative enactment, during the

ensuuig session of Parliament, they most humbly beseech ^ our Majesty to weigh and
consider the interests of Your Majesty's petitioners in the premises, and to do therein

whatever to Your Majesty may seem meet and just.

And Your Majesty's petitioners as in duty bound will ever pray.

Quebec, 3oth December 1837.

(Here follow signatures of individuals to the amount of several hundreds.) '

N«17.

Petition from the

Inhabitants of

Quebec.

Appendix, N* 17.

Copy of the Petition from Inhabitants of Quebec in favour of the Union of the

Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada.

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty.

The PETITION t)f the undersigned Seigniors, Magistrates, Members of the Clergy,
Officers of Miliiia, Merchants, Landholders and others. Inhabitants of the (Jity

and District of Quebec, Province of Lower Canada.

Humbly showeth,

THAT your Petitioners have learnt with the greatest satisfaction that your Majesty
bus taken into vonr gracious consiilerntion the state of the provinces of Upper and Lower
(.'anada, with :i view to adjust certain differences relating to mutters of revenue complained
of by the province of Tpper Canada; and as it appears that your Majesty's Government,
in the course of its inquiry into the sources of these differences, has become satisfied of
the necessity of some chanee being made in the constitutions of these provinces, but has

postponed the adoption of nnnl measures in order to give time to the people thereof to

express their s'>ntiinents, your Petitioneri* beg leave humbly to upproaeh your Majesty
%\ith a statement of various evils under whicli they have laboured for some years, and
from which they have no hope of relief, except by the interposition of your Majesty and the

Imperial Purlianicn'.

'I'he experience of thirty years has now demonstrated the impolicy of the Act of the

British Parliament, 31 Geo. 3, c. 31, by which the late province of Quebec was divided

into the provinces of Upper and Lower Cnnnda. To this divisicm your Petitioners ascribe

the present ineffective state of their legislature, and the want of those necessary measures
for diffusing throughout the whole population of the country feelings l)ccoiniiig their

character ns Dritish subjects, and introducing that general spirit of improvement, which,
encouraged by the conimerei;d system, universally lyervades and invigorates other British

colonies. Tliis division Jias ciontcd u difference of interest between the provinces in

matters connected with revenue highly injurious to both, inevitably producing a spirit of
dissei ion and animosity, and inl'ui-ing into the l^e^islatures principles of n narrow and
sieltish policy, adverse to the general developemeiit ol their resouices, and in an especial

manner to the improvement ot the channels of intercourse between them ; and it is essen-

tial here to notice, that nearly the whole of the revenue of the two Provinces arises from
duties levied on merchandize imported at the port of Quebec, under laws enacted by the
Legislature of the Lower Province. It has also, from the control which the geographical
situation of the Lower Province enables it to exercise over the trade of tlie Canadus,
placed the export trade of the Upper Province at its mercy, being subject to such regu-
lations and restrictions at the shipping port as its Legislature may choose to impose.
From this eireumstanee, and from the teeble attempts made to improve the grand natural

channel of the Canadas, strikingly contrasted with the enterprise and energy evinced by
the neinlibouiing state of New York in the rapid formation of canals, together with the

indifference manifested on this subject by the Legislature of the Lower Province, your
Petitioners have just reason for alarm, that if a similar system be persisted in, it may tend

in a most injurious degree to increase the commercial intercourse of the Upper Province
with the Lnited Stales, and divert the enterprise and trade of its inhabitants into a foreign

channel; and from tliese causes your Petitioners not only apprehend the innnediate loss

of ben( Hcial trade, but that the grailual erteet would be to interweave the interests of the

Upper Canadiaus with those of the neighbouring States, tliereby alienating their minds
from the people of this province and weiikening their ullcction for your Majesty's Govern-
ment, notwiilistiindiiig their present known aiui tried loyalty.

The Legislature of tills province has for u long time past been agitated by dissensions,

and their deliberutions so inucli interrupted thereby, that trade, agriculture, education and
other objects of general interest have been neglected. There exists no law for the registry

t of


