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Thus ended the typical battle of modern navat
warfare, one who»e result was mainly due to the
greater speed and rapid evolutions of the Japanese
ships and the skill with which they concentrated a
crushing fire on the weak points of the enemy's
hne. The work of the quick-firirg guns was the
most striking feature of the battle, while the absence
ot torpedo-boats prevented that essential element of
a modern fleet ft-om being brought into play. An
important lesson learned was that too much wood-
work m an iron-olad vessel is a dangerous feature
and naval architects have since done their best to
avoid this weak point in the construction of ships-
of-WW. But the most remarkable charactoristio of
the affair is that the battle wasfonght by two nations
which, had the war broken out forty yeart before,
would have done their naval fighting with fleet, of
junks.

It may be said in conclusion that the Chinese Sect
was annihilated in the later attack on the port of
Wei-hai-wei, many of the vessels being destroyed
by torpedo-boats, and the remamder, unable to es-
cape from the harbor, being forced to surrender to
the Japanese. Thus ended in utter disaster to Chin»
the naval war.


