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Diaignosis. Herbaceous i)laiits with .stems tumid at the artic-

ulations. Leaves always opposite and entire. Flowers cymose,

symmetrical and regular. St^pals 4 or 5, imbricated in the l)iul, con-

tinuous with the peduncle, persistent, distinct, or cohering in a tube.

Petals 4-5, very often stamen-like in appearance, inserted upon the

pedicel of the ovary,iinguiculate or not, bihd or entire, })ut sometimes

altogether wanting. Stamens distinct, gcmerally twice as many as

the sepals, to which they are opposi ce exce[)t in Molh«jo, rarely equal

or less in number. Ovary free, 1-5 celled, with ami)hitropous and

campylotro}K>uj^ ovides. Styles 2-5, distinct or partly united, stig-

matic along the inner surface. Fruit generally a 1-celleci capsule,

rarely 2-5 celled, either o[)ening at the top or loculicidal. Seeds

numerous, generally definite in number. Embryo external, curved

around the mealy albumen.

Properties. 'Ihe Pinkworts, as a rule, are entirely destitute of

active })r(»perties. Among Canadian repn^sentativi's of this order,

however, two exami>les may be cited as lieing d(;cid(Hlly deleterious.

Mala]>ert and M. Bonet have shown that Snj)onaria othcinalis and

Lychnis {At/roKfjuinud (r'lfhdt/u L. an<l Gray, 2nd Kd.) are of a

poisonous nature, ascribing this tpiality to the existence, e.sp(!cially

in their roots and setnl, of a cei'tain (piantity of Saponine. A few of

the pinks, such as the Diantlius and Lychnis, are highly p ized as

oi-nmnental flowers ; but the majin-ity of (/anadian examples nw, in-

significant w(!eds, abounding for the most part in waste sandy soils,

road sides, and cultivated fields.


