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always different, and may be changed according to the

diversity of countries, times, and men's manners, so that

nothing be ordained against God's word. Whosoever,

through his private judgment, willingly and purposely doth

openly break the rites and ceremouios of the church to

which he belongs, which are not repugnant to the word ol

God, and are ordained and approved by common authority,

ought to be rebuked openly, that others may fear to do the

like, aa one that offendeth against the common order of the

church, and woundeth the consciences of weak brethren.

Every particular church may ordain, change, or abolish

rites and ceremonies, so that all things may be done to edi-

fication.

XXIII. Of the Civil Government.

We believe it is the duty of all Christians to be subject

to the powers that be ; for we are commanded by the Word
of God to respect and obey the Civil Government. We
should therefore not only fear God, but honour the King.

XXIV. Of Christian Men's Goods.

The riches and goods of Christians are not common as

touching the right, title, and possession of the same, as somo
do falsely boast. Notwithstanding, every man ought, of

such things as he possesseth, liberally to give alms to the

poor, according to his ability.

XXV. Of a Christian Man's Oath,

As we confess that vain and rash swearing is forbidden

Christian men by our Lord Jesus Christ, and James his

Apostle, so we judge that the Christian religion doth not
pi-ohibit but that a man may swear when the magistrate
requireth, in the cause of faith and charity, so it be ac-

cording to the Prophet's teaching, in justice, judgment.


