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oliMol«'t«« wriiltli wliifli only pnsHrH cnin'nt till tli<' iiioro

Not»pti('al,wl)oHe want of criMliility ren<l<u-s thciii iin{N)piilHi',

rovenjifo thou selves by oxposifij^r tlie frainl an«l provin;? it

roimtrrfiMt. i)f cou!*so, iimiiy who havr a larp' ainoiiitt of

this sort of trash in stock arc not rsporially anxious to

liavo tluMr anthoritit's inipcaclwMl.and Uicitly <!ons(»nt to Im»-

lievt' what it nii;(]it Im» extrrniciy (Mnlmrrassinj^ to (liscnMJit.

Hero wo may not<' that the dillieulty referred to, of

feeling the live pulse of past events, Ih niostfrequently over-

eonip hy a convenient, and, in fact, necessary twist ahout.

'I'!iatis,hv turninirthe l»aek on mii immense anionnt of fruit-

less research, we hit upon the easy expedient of inv«'rtin]i^

tlie ordei- of time,— makinj^ the earlier action tnke its

character from the s'lhsetpient impression, an<l dovetail

with still later periods. Then, virtually, the stint of

divinin*^' any sentiment or motive pertaining to the an-

tique, resolves itself not into an ancient hut a modern in-

ipiiry, an<l is no longer a nuitt4>r of how they felt, hut what

'?w think. ( ont<'mporaries and eye-witm\ss<'s are repu-

<]inted as incompetent evidence, and to get a proper

knowle<lgo of wluit trans|>ired in the times past we must

r(»ad wluvt is written in times j)resent. The conseiiuence

t)f such a cluonological atrocity is to make all generations

ami epoclis assimilates and amenable to our own, and in

this manner we virtually ignore the cMpiitable i)rinciple

that times as well as circumstances alter cases.
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