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•pilled Ihf ointment on the head of Iter blessed

Lord ond Master, the treacherous financier exclaim-

ed, '• Whence this waste : miglit not thie ointment

have been sold for three hundred penes, and given

to the poor ?" How charitable, how humane, how

benevolent has Judas become ! ! It was not that

he was so anxious to provide for the poor, that he

thus objected ; but because he carried the hfljr.—

So our chjeclors, wlio complam of the lavish ex-

pandilure of money in support of our Bible cause,

are, in most instances, endowed with the pnirit of

the traitor, Ottiers, again, ask us, Why send Bi-

bles into families from which they are excluded by

tholordoft.e coiisciences of those families?—

Why send flif Bible to those who are bound to de-

Blroy it?—Why scalterthe Scriptures among thodO

who disbelieve their precious mes9age,and disregard

their Divine author? In reply to all these questions,

we revert ugnin to our principle, " Duty is ours—
consequences are God's." Ft might lave seemed

to some abburd on the part of the Saviour to send

his disciples info Jerusalem v!th the first message

of the Gospel of peace. Th.;y might have argued as

our opponents do, and enquired. Why go to Jeru-

salem—there the Son of i\Ian was crucified— tliere

the followers of the Nazarene %re despised— there

the Gospel ia proscribed ? But the command is,

"Go, beginning at Jerusaleni"—opposition will

meet you, but " go"— persecutirns will assnil you,

but "go"—men \r\\\ mock and ridicule, and tor-

ture, and murder, and account you as sheep for the

•laughter, but •' go." And they went and encoun-

tered ol!, and endured all, and vanquished nil !—
Let us obey—"to obey is belter than sacrifice."

We know that we shull meet with opposition from

three sources—from the heartless indifference of

nominal Protestants—men who take no interest in

any ufthe Evangelical movements of the day; this

class of opposition is of u ntgative cUaructer, and

could wc only nwnke an intt.rest in men of tins

class, we have theno-we get ilieir sympathy and
tlieir countenance ; but, in some instances, it is

truly ditllcull to arouse them. It requires a nation-

si earthqu:ike, or an ecclesiastical tiuinderstorni, or

perhaps the towinfc of some great Romish Dull to

wake themi but when awakened, they are on ilie

right Bide. The second class of opposition is of a

positive cticracter. It exists among u class of men
'Who have o name, but ^ shall not give you the name,
last ill giving the namo 1 might Ciiance to give of-

fence ; neither will I venture to describe them in

my own language, but in that jfone who held their

•refers but not their >>ri7tci'f)/e.T. The talented and
fauetiouii reviewer, Sidney Smith, to whom I refer,

teitd us that their characteristics are '* Posture and
imposture, flexiona and genuflexions, boumg t

the Euat and curtseying to the West, wjili an im-

mense amount of man millinery !" If deemed .-\)[

of place in '»'e to men'ion this clnr:3; I plead, in

extenuuiion jhe aptnegs of tne deijcription nnd the

co'our of the pi n by which it is drawn. The third

clas*!} of opposition ia also positive in ita chare- r.

Jl places caniiri j-.^v belivecn tiie prople and the

Bil'le. hi Tfjct, •i plncesal) the canon-' .-"Coun-
cil of Trout beii'-eeu God's VVor-i and God's peo-
ple. It places the Pootift" of Home kii'J ..A the

Cafdicalsof the Church bvtiveea the people and

the Bible, and denounces with anathemas the fretj

circulation of the Word of God. The two latter!

classes of opposition can never be brought into ij

state of reconciliation. They maintain and •ball;

continue to maintain an antagonistic position with^
respect to Bible Institutions, and every other lueant '"^

ttiat may be employed for the enlightenment of lh« " '

peopl'?. But ia it rij^ht, or is it wrong, to circulat« f"

the Word of God ? This being settled, we havj
'°'

notning to fear from the issue. If I believe the

Word of God (o boa revelation to sinful man, and

Chi

if 1 believe it to be suited to his present condition,

I have no more right to deny him the sight of that 1"
revelation than I have to deprive him of the light

of heaven. No man, and no body of men, havei
'''*

right to deny God's people what God haa fully and '^ '

freely provided for them ; moreover, we dare not '"a
withhold from sinful man the only message whicli

\

Heaven has committed to us for hia eternal wall
'°"

being; on thic account, we publicly disown tlHff" '

right of any man to deny the people the privilegjl
"^

of reading Mie Bible for themselves. Supposing |o*^

the Pacha of Egypt, erthe Mufti oflspnhnn^or the*"''

Emperor of China, or the Patriarch of Constanti'

nople, had csch a few adherents in the British

Idles, and they chose to send forth annually a bul

letin prohibiting their adherenta to receive oui

Biblo or hear our Gospel, or trust in our»ONii

Mediator; would we deem such a silly missile i,

sufficient justification of cur indolence in failinr^ ti

force upon tlieae subjects of a spiritual tyranny^

the precious C ^'oel of Christ ? Neither can we

recognize tlia ^uliiority of any man, or any power

whether domestic or foreign, civil or ecclesias;!-

cal, in question upon which wo have the positive ||n^

and mandative authority of Almighty God. Ot ^''i

thi? account we pledge ourselves to carry out oui w*
great Bible principle— '• Duty ia ours—consequen o 1

"
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ces are GodV." And wo ^vill carry it out despit

the indifference of hollow Protestants, the opposi

tinii of O.^ford, and the anathemas of Rome. T
this we are pledged—to this we are sworn ns Eng
lishmen— u"" Prolesfonta—as Christians. We vo'

.

before God and !.>en, that we shall continue tt
>'•

send forth our millions nf Bibles annually, until m *

shall have furni^heii every family over which thif'^"'

Briii.ih flag tloata with a copy of the British B;ble f'P
and after that, we promise to continue in our worif^d

until every family on the surface of our globe pha «'/"'

read the Word of God in their own tonfiu« ! I S; I'""

men will not read the Bible! N > M^^.'.ter. givi'"^
,

them the Bible. But they diro not r id it! K ^'h

matter, send it. Bui they \.-::I he anatliernaiized il
^"^

tfeey read it! No mr/iier, we disrc^tird all ana^hw' j've

n^; "duty Ij nuif," and what did uil the ana^'^o "Q

flipof Balaam avnil— were they not turned int """

tiiessings on the head of that peopio whose God i

'^^^

the God of the Biblo? Bullhey will burn it! N ;p
nrj'.tor, even though they should, and burn thosi ''^

w','0 resid it on a fiTcral r !- iiiade of tiie Bibles d
*

ti.o f'ritidh and Foreign Bible Society, still, wt !<^a'

sav -igain, "Duty is ours" ,7ivo them the Bible
^°^l

NPiI leave ';,<>u couscuuencju to the God of lii^
!}
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