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erciftd in lending perfbns to rule

overtheiB, in one department and
another, who were, perhaps, the

deputies of feme deputy, fent to fpy

'out tjieir liberty, to mifreprefcnt

their a^ona^, and to prey upon
them ; men , whofe behaviour, on

many occaftons, has caufed the

blood of thofe fons of liberty to re-

coil within them ; men promoted' to

the highell feats of juftice, fome, to

my, IgiOYvledge, were glad, by go-

ii^g. to foreign countries, to efcape

being brought to a bar of jullice in

their own.
'• They froteSltd by yiur arms ?

TjJiey have nobly taken up arms in

ypur defence,' have exerted their va-

lour amidil their conllant and labo-

rious, induilry, for the defence of
aj country, whofe frontiers, while

drenched in blood, its. interior parts

hayc yielded all its little favjngs to

yo^r enlai'gcment ; RndJ/elifve me,

renf^ier I this day toldyou fo^ That
the fame fpirit which adluated that

people , a.t firftj will continue with

tfrerrt jtill ; but prudence forbids me
to exj)l«iin jnyfelfany further. God
kaovvs, i do not at this time fpeaic

from .motives of party heat. How-
ever fupjcrior to me, in general

knowledj^e and experience, any one

here may be, yet 1 claim to know
mo^e of America, having feen and
been more cpnverfant in that coun-

try. The people there are as truly

loyal, I believe, as any fubjefts the

King has ; but a people jealous of

their liberties, and who will vindi-

cate them if they Ihould be violated

;

—but the fubjeft is delicate. 1 will

fay no more."
At the end of the feflion, the King

faid to the Houfe of Commons,
" I have feen, with the moft per-

feft approbation, that you have em-
ployed this feafon of tranquility in

promoting thofe objects which I have

recommended to your attention, and

in framing fuch regulations as m)iy

beft inibrce the juft authority of the

legiflature,' aiid, at the fame time,

fecure and extend the commerce,
and' unite the interefts of every part

of my dominion?." ''
,

The objeftion's of the peoptte of
America to the ftamp aft, were of
three kinds.

Firff, The powers given by thcatSk

to Vice-Admiralty courts in Ame-
rica, they faid, would prove ex-

ceedingly grievous to the fubjeft,

by the diftance of them ; and more

'

fo, by depriving the fubjeft of hir

trial byJury, which was allowed in

England.
Secondly, Decaufe the ilan^p duty

would entirely drain the colonics of

their fpecie.

Thirdly, Not being reprefentcd

in the Parliament of Great Britain,

'

that Parliament, they affirmed, had
no right to tax them. Themfelves

.

only were the proper, and beft;
'

judges of their ability ; they claimed

a right to the exercife of this judg-
ment, and to the fole and e^fclu-

five right of iropofing taxes upon '

themfelves.

As foon as they were informed

the ftamp aft had paHed, the whole
continent of America was thrown"
into a flame.

The province of Virginia took
'

the lead. On the 29th of May,

'

1765, the Houfe of Biirgefles of'*

Virginia, came to the following re-

folutions

:

Whereas the Honourable Houfe
of Commons in England, have of
late drawn into luiciHon, hmv far

the General Affemnly of this colony

hath power to enaft laws for laying

taxes and impoling duties, payable

by the people of this, his Majefty'*
'"

moft ancient colony; for fettling

and afcertaining the fame to all fu-

ture times, the Houfe of BurgefTe*

of this prefent General Aflembly

have'"
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