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and (as you know) on Enstor day, it was carried lor thi^

first tiiiio.

80 you see, I, the Rector ol" the Parish, and I alone, am
the responsihle person, Iroin lirst to hist, in this matter.

There has been no \vire-pullin;L» ; no luiderhand inliu-

ence at work (as some have hinted) connected with it,

from heijinninii' to end.

I sincerely wish, my i'riends, that anything- I could say

miiiht disarm the prejudices ol' those who, so strangely

dislike the syml)ol ol' our Uedt-mption. I J'ear, however,

it would l)e useless to attempt it, and to such I am not

now. chielly, addressinii' myseli". I speak mainly to those

who may have been at all dis(iuieted by the looli'h and

reckless statements which have been iised ( as I lirmly

believe) lor no other i)urpose than, wantonly, to stir up
stril'e. Certainly, I never anticipated such a disturbance

as has been made,—not, I mean, ]>y you,—about so harm-

less, nay, so edil'ying- a sym])ol. For it seems to me that

the Cross, borne on high, should naturally head all our

processions ; to the I'ont, or the altar, the wedding or the

I'uneral. We have lived down the prejudice that cresses

in our cemeteries, or on our churches, are distinctive of any

party—much less of Romanism—why should we not use

them in all our church processions ?

If you, my friends, have not got over your pious horror

of a cross carried with the choir, why how can you sit

comfortably in a church, where there is one of metal on the

altar ; and another of wood, on the chancel screen ?

And if the cross oH'ends you, what would you put into

its place ? I can think of nothing. A staff with a silver

knob (such as 1 have seen) is meaningless. AVe used to

have a brass verge (surmounted by a fleur-de-lys) car-

ried by a verger, which we discontinued on account of

its want of meaning. The Bishop has a silver mitre

carried before him in the Cathedral ; that would be mani-

festly unsuitable for a parish Church.
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