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grounded on the maxims and canons of the

church itfelf.

I have

laft feven years; or, if the fums he had received Irt

thofe feven years had not been always the fame, the

faid annual fum fhould not be lefs than the greateft

fum he had received for the tithes of the fame land in

any one cf the faid feven years. And this agreement

fliould be made with the confent of the Biftiop of the

diocefe in which the parifli lay, and Ihould be regifter-

cd in the Biihop's Spiritual Court. And, if the re£l:or,

or vicar, of fuch parifli, being applied to by the owner
of the land to make fuch an agreement, fliould refufc

to do fo, the Bifliop fliould have a power of doing it for

him without his confent, and of binding him and his fuc-

ceflbrs to receive fuch annual fum in lieu of his tithe*

from the faid land during the faid term of twenty-one

years : after which term the right of the faid reftor, or

vicar, or his fucceflbr, to the full tithe of fuch improved

land fliould revive. The enjoyment of the profits arlfing

from the improved land for the term of twenty-one

years without any increafe of the tithe in confequence

of the improvement of it, would, I prefume, be a fuf-

ficient inducement to the owner of the land to under-

take the improvement of it. Farmers who take lands

upon leafes of twenty-one years, very often lay out

great fums of money in improving them, though they

know that at the "end of their leafes their landlords

will raife their rents in proportion to the increafed

value


