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BRITISH COLUMBIA.

A^IOTOIUA, B.C., MAT?Cir, 1870.

DEBATE ON THE SUBJECT OP CON-
FEDERATION WITH CANADA.

Wkdnksdav, !iT[| March, 1870.

The Hon. ATTOIINKV GRNKRAL CREASE
Opf'nL'ii the (li'biitc (HI (.'untedcnition, ns follows :

—

Mr. rre.-iilciit,— I rise to move that this Council

do now iT^olvf itself into Coinmitloc ol the whole, to

take into eonsiileration the terms proposed lor the

Uonfedeiatinii of the Colony of British Colnmhia \7ith

the Dominion of Canmlii, iu His Kxecllency'g Mcsaiige

to tiii^ Council.

In doing so, T nm deeply impro.s.seJ with t!io

monienloiis chunuter of the discussion into which we
are iihout to Ciller, the grave importance of a decision

by which the fite of this our adopted country of

British Coluuilda must he influenced, for hetter, for

wor.-c, lor all lime to come. And I earner^ily hope
thill our mind.s and best energies may he hent to a

task whi( h will lax all onr patriotism, all our for-

bearance, nil our abnegation of self, and stWish aims,

to coiiiltine all tiur in lividual powers into one great,

united elfurt fur the common jiood.

Mny lie who holds the fiite of Nations in the hollow
of His hand, anil crowns with success, or brings to

naught, tiie couiK-els of nun, guide all our delihera-

tion-itosnch an issue as shall promote the peace,

hiinour, and welfare of our Most (Tracioua Sovereign,

ftnd of this an<l all other portions of Her extended
realm.
And now, Mr. President, I must dwell n few mo-

ments on ilie exact practical import of the motion
before the House, and the issue which is involved in

the *'Aye " or " No" which each Honourable Meniher
will bo called upon to cast upon the (lucstion which
you, Mr. President, will put to the House iu that

fauiili.ir Purliameotftry phrase *'Tbut I do now leave

the Chair?"
This issue is, Confederation or no Confederation?
The motion assumes that the principle ofCoufeder-

fttion hft9 been already fully adopted by thin House

—

and having so assumed, asks you now to go into

Committee of the whole to discuss the Termi* on which
the Colony would be contout to be confederated with

,

the Dominion.
|

Your question, therefore, Mr. President, "That I
j

do now leave the Chair?" means—Will you refuse]

Confoder.ition ^t any price? or Will you have it on
favourable ler..s ? That is the issue before ms now.
Now, Iheisf.ic, 1j .he time for those Honourable

MetnbeiS wi>o, n;l' Ubstanding the previous Resolu-
tions of til"? ' ci;s3 30 frequently uflirming the princi-
ple, ["No, No," from Dr. Helmcken] still conscien-
tiously object lo the principles of Confederation, to
come forv.'aru mil explain to this Honourably body,
and to 'r.e country at large, their views,—why they
still refuse ts r.id in the consolidation of Ilritish

interest3 c . the North American Continent, by the
Confeder.'.llon ofthi.j Colony with the Dominion, and
the cienlioii ofone 'omogcneous nationality from sea
to ser..

yome rorourable gentlemen say "No, No " to my
.statciiient tiiat the House has aflirmed the principle
of Coufct'.LrntlGn. Put I npiical to the Journals of
this Iloure, iu rroof ofwliat Istate. I well remember,
on the l9Lh /iareh, 1^67, when the "British North
An erica Act, l;(G7,'' wiu being framed h}* the Im-
p:.lal ?r,r!:i;;vcnt, thi.« Co-.:ncil, an.tiou3 to be embrac-
ed T7;lhin tho purview of ila provisions, passed by na
unr.nirao;-.c vote the foKcwing nesol.Uion:

—

'• W/WmJ, ': Imt thin rmiiiril in of r.i-iii:,v.i f.iAt .-.t tliln Jtinrtrirt
ofafTHhii iu B. UIhIi Noitli America, ens* rf the Ilocliy Moiiiitalnn,
ft JH v»T> lieflimbio llmt [lis Kxcflleiioy '09 reflpwt fully re«)uei>lc«l

to takr siicti Bte] a, wilbuut dulny, m r.ny '.ye Uvomed by lifiu lett
niltilttAil to iiiHiiro the ndmltiiiidn of IlrUiaii ri)Iiiii))tfa into thn Con*
riilcmtlon on fiiin-.nd i'i|iiitAb|i> tcrinH, IhiHCnuiicil bclDKconflili'iit
Hint In nilviniiiu; tbU step they Hre cxitrMttiiitf lliv viewt of lUo
i.'i'loniBtH j;;ciiendly."

And more than that, this Resolution was followed
up by a deputation of individual members to Gove-rar
Seymour, who at their instance telegraphed to the
Secretary of Sinte the purport of that Resolution

;

and on the 2L'nd >hirch, the following Message was
sent down to the Council on the subject:

—

"TlioOovoriHir hr.i rociivrii tho Itcsohitfon of tho LpRlBlatlvB
Cnuiu'll, (lalnl tlie 13i'< ^^^liti.t, in favour of ttio nilmlHHion of
Brili-h C'.«lHn;l.ii( with Ihc iii(,iosoJ ronfcHlpratlon of tlio Kantern
nrititth r<ilo!ii('H ofNorlh Ar.ierl.'A. Ifo will plupit himcelf in com.
muiiIfHUnu on IliP Bulijprt with the Sccrcdiry of Stiits, with
ViMCovmt Moiu'k, CToTcrnor Ci'r.cnil of Canaila, jiniJ with Sir
Eilmuiid Il(>n;l, c'overnor oftho HudBoirfl Buy Company."

Whatever lonstructiou maybe put upon this Reso-
lution by Honou.abio Mciujers v.ho have said '' No,
No," one thing i.s ccrLaiu, it nftirmed, in tl e most
distinct manner, by tiiis Council the principle 0/ Con-
fcthniiiitn, the advisability of our joiniug at sometime
or other the Dominion of Canada. That principle has
during every subsequent session, down to the present
day, been conlirmed, either directly or indirectly, by
a specific Ucsolution of this House [" No, no," from
Dr. Helmcken and Mr. Wood]. Thus, on the 28th


