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wlit'ther or ikjI he could, with pro])riety. speak on the subject.

Hamilton tlien said that Captain Helm was from that moment
liberated, and mit^ht use his pleasure. 1 informed the Captain
that 1 would not receive him on such terms; that he must
return to the garrison, and await his fate. J then told Lieu-

tenant-governor Hamilton that iiostilities should not commence
until live minutes after the drums gave the alarm. We tcjok

our leave, and parted but a few steps, when Hamilton stopped,

and i^olitely asked me if I would be so kind as to give him my
reasons for refusing the garrison any other terms than those

1 had offered, I told hhn I had no objections in giving him
my real reasons, which were sim|)ly these: that I knew the

greater part of the principal Indian jxirtisans of Detroit were
with him: that I wanted an excuse to i)ut them to deatii or

otherwise treat them as I thougiit proper; that the cries of

the widows and the fatherless on the frontiers, which they had
occasioned, now recpiired their blood from my hand; and that

I did not choose to be so timorous as to disobey the absolute

connnands of their authority, wiiich 1 looked upon to be next

to divine: that 1 would rather lose fifty men than not to em-
power myself to execute this piece of business with propriet}-

:

that, if he chose to risk the massacre of his garrison for their

sakes, it was liis own pleasure; and that I might, perhajjs, take

it into mv head to send for some of those widows to see it

executed. Major Hay paying great attention, i had observed
a kind of distrust in his ccnmtenance, which in a great measure
intluenced my conversation during this lime. On my conclud-

ing, ' Pray, sir,' said he. 'who is it that you call Indian parti

sans?' '.Sir.' I replied, 'I take Major Hay to be one of the

princi]5al.' I never saw a man in the moment of execution so

struck as he appeared to be.— pale and trembling, scarcely able

to stand. llamilton l)lushed, and, I observed, was much
affected at his behavior. Major IJowman's countenance suffi-

ciently ex])lained his disdain for the one and his sorrow for the

other. . . , .Some moments elapsed without a word pass-

ing on either side. From that moment my resolutions changed
respecting Hamilton's situation. I told him that we would
return to our respecti\e posts; that I would reconsider the

matter, and let him know the result. No offensive measures
should be taken in the meantime. Agreed to ; and we parted.

What had passed being made known to our ofificers, it was
agreed that we should moderate our resolutions."

In the course of the afternoon of the 24th the following

articles were signed, and the ^-arrison capitulated: —
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