
The Detradation of Scholarship

trance and Normal School Professional Cer-
tificate to teach in a school where three-fourths

of the children are of French-Canadian ori-

gin? Either the Normal School staff, in grant-

ing that French-Canadian girl a certificate to

teach, did not know what they were doing, or

the inspector exceeded his authority. Look at

it as you will, the matter is discreditable.

For how, we ask, may the teacher be ex-

pected to grow and reach out towards higher
things if he be not permitted to enjoy the very
first conditions, of growth—the right to de-

velop and advance by virtue of his own gifts

and toil ? Who stands between the lawyer and
the acceptance of his brief? Who stands

between the physician and the diagnosis of his

case? We speak of the dignity of scholarship

and the dignity of the teaching profession, but

if the law of development be thwarted and its

attendant right to advancement be denied,

degradation, not dignity, would be the fitting

term.
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