
DIGEST OF MERCANTILE EAWS
OK

CANADA AND NEWFOUNDLAND.

CHAPTEK I.

INTRODUCTORY.

I III this voiuiiie coiihtitiitioiml and iiitrnuitional law will not i.u dealt
witb, neither will municipal nor school laws l)o ton.'hod ; but the single aim
has been to [)rcsent in condensed lorni a iviiahle (iis;est of the mercantile laws
of Canada and Xcwfonndlaml.

'i Legislative Bodies.- In (iicu' liriu.in, the Imperial Parliair.eDt
neluding the House (.f f'oininon< and the House of Lords. In Canada, thf
Dominion Parliament, includini; the House of Commons and Senate, and a
Legislative Asseml)ly for each of the Provinces. In the United States,
Congress, includiuir the House of Representatives and Senate, and the various
State Legislatures.

I3ut Ixsides tlieM- great legi-lative bodies in each <'ountry there are
various other minor cor]iorations possessing e.xtensivo legislative powers.
Kverv city, town, county, townshi]). and incorporated village has powev
conferred upon it by Paraliament to pas< by-laws wliicb have the full force
I'f statute law within their jiirisdiclion.

Tn Canada all authority is divided between ihe I )ominion Parliament aid
the I.egishitivr .\-seniblies of the ('ift'ereuf Provinces. Tbr Lcgislativt-
Asserablies have delegateil to county, township, city, town and school corpora-
tions certain leiiislaiive powers for the pur[ioses of bx-al self-governitient.

Incorporated companies, lodges, and various associations working under
(lovernment ebarfer. also have power to [lass by-laws and adopt constitution-
or nieasuies that biiul their members in all things peiiainiiiir to the asso<^ia-

tion or company as firmly as they would be by the nati.mal laws.
Therefore, members of such as-^CH'iatious uiust not forget that tliev are

recpiired in all matters pertaining to them to com]>ly with their regulations,
and ill case of any <ii|ipo-ed wroiii; tbey must first exhaust the machinery
which tho>e regiibitions provide for the redress of grievances t)efore taking
the case to eoiirl for stiit.

ii Divisions of Law. The two great divisions of law are: (1) tJommon
Law; (2) Statute Law.

Besides tbe-e two grand divisions of the law ther(> arc various other
divisions used because of the different objects to which the law applies, as

Civil, ( 'rimiiial. .Mercantile. .Marine. Cou-iitiitional. International. Military
Canon or Iv^'lesiastical Law. etc.


