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D(>ii()7i, one (if tlic finest and most ikiMo figures of thiit day
was -us|>icious of the f(<lcial system, and feared that the province

would ho swallowed up in the ^reat Canadian whole. The enemies

of the scheme said, as he did, that Confederation was nothine more
nor less than an approach towards legislative union. Can ii l>e

said today that these feais and suspicions were well founded '.'

It is now fifty years since our province became part of Confedera-

tion and legislative nniim has not come. \\'e have legislated and
we will legislate freely from the inunicii)al and educational |)oinl of

view, and we iiave never been moleslni in the ad'uiiiistiatidii of

our civil laws. The fiillnwim; list will show yon the nuinbei- of

Provincial Statutes that were disalli .ved hy the Federal (loveiii-

ment durijig the first forty years of Confederation for the four

pioneer provinces ; (Jiii'liei- 1 ; (tntaiio 11 ; Xova Scotia .">
: N'ew

Brunswic'- 1.

No. sir, not one adnmiistration at ( Mtawa has. as yet. attiiiip-

ted to force tis int.i kgislative unimi.

My hon. friend from Uimouski .Mr. .\. Tessier). iri lii^

splendid ,iiid very elo(|tiriit spierh of yesterday, eminn'iateil tin

attempts made by the Federal (invernment to I'tii'ioacii uixni the

Provincial domain. He first spoke to us on the fisheries (piesiion.

There was. in that question, groi-nds for a lawsuit. We pleaded

oiH' c.ose and we won. 'i'hen came that dispiite with regjiiii to

the right to legislate .'f>neerning commercial corporations. Wi

went before the Cotii - lid we won once more. I'"inall>' there

is thi' <iuite ri'ceiit cas. if restrictions pliiced on the issin> of

provinciiil anil iinniii'ipal ilebeiitnics. I'liiit will be aiiother law

suit which will !)(• much more easily won than all those we iiad

to fight in the past, i 1, id tipplau.se. i

Nil sir, it is not difTerences nf niiimuii of liiis charactei tliat

]iniioti

HI the

lea^ to legislative nnion. Sncli

arise in all federated count lies. l.niik ;il oiir neigh'"!

I'nited States, where the'.' are iil dail\ iireuiriiice.

Thanks to ( 'onfedeiatKiii. thanks to our umini with the

sister piiiviiices. oiir province has pnignsveil m a niarvellous

manner, and it cannot b(> denied tluit it is Confederation tlnit

lias mad(> Montieal. the fourth city of Xorth .\inenra in impoi-

tance. .Ami if ur tnin now tnwauls the groups of P'reiicli oimin

which ha.e estaliiished tlieniselves in t|ii. ( '.iikicIi.ui provinies.

can it Ih> said tliat Confederation has been unfavourable to


