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i.ivoui of Shakespeare's legal acquiienicnt^ upon this and

other expositions of tiio law lound in his plays, without

enquiring,' into the sources from which he appropriated,

not only tiie suhject matter hut, oftentimes, the very

lan^niage used. Holinshed is, again, the soui'co from

^vhich he derived the material for his famous exposition

of the Salic Law, as will appear from a comparison of the

language on the suhject, cjuoted fro.n llie iavo authors, in

parellel columns :

HOLINSHED.

" Herein did he much envie
asainst, the surmised and false
lamed hiw Salike whieli the
Krcnclimen alledge over pgainst
the ivinj^'s of Eiighmd in barre
of their just title to the crowns
of France. The verie words of
that supposed law are these, In
terriun Salicam miliereo ne
seecedant that is to saie, into
the Salike land let not woman
succeed. Which the French
glossers expound to be the
realme of France, and that this
law was made by King
I'haramond

; whereas yet their
owne authors allirme'that the
land Salike is in (iermanie
between the rivers of lillbe and
Sala, and that when Charles
the (rreat overcame the Saxons,
lie placed there certaine French-
men, which ha' ;!- in disdeine
the dishonest mouners of the
\eomans women, made a law,
that the females should not
succeed to any inheritance with-
in that lauvA, which at this day
is called Jleisen, so that if this
be true, this law was not made
for the realme of France, nor the
Frev.cVi"TO" TV". c ;.- ~ "o.-l fi-..-, !.-.;-. .^

Salike, till foure hundred and
one and twentie years aftsr the
death of Pharamoud, the sup-

SHAKESPEARE.

" There is no bar
"To make against your high-

ness' claim to France
" Jjiit this, which they proditce

from I'haraino.id.

"'Interram Salicam niuliures
ne succedant ;

'

"No woman shall succeed in

Salique land :

" Which Saliijue .'and the
J'Vench unjustly gioze

"To be the realm of l-'rance,

and Pharamond
" The founder of this .aw and

female bar.

"Yet their own authors faith-

fully aMirni
"That the land Sali(]ue is in

Germany,
" Between tlie floods of Sala

and of Kibe

;

" Where ( harles the (treat, hav-
ing subdued the Saxons,

" Who, holding in disdain the
(ierinan women

" For some dishonest manneTs
of their life,

'•Establish'd then this law •

to wit no female
" Should be inheritrix in

Salique land ;

]'Jlbe and Sala,
" Is at this day in Germany call 'd

^leisen.


