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of so-called constitutional law which we of flat term a certain interest on tue part
have had laid down in this House by the et the lautlord or owluer wbeu tbe term
hon. the leader of the opposition (Mr. R. L. eats ant the lants revert f0 hlm. Ant,
Borden), and the hon. member for the city indeet. we bave seon lu roccut yoars lu
and eounty of St. John (Mr. Stockton). I the olt eountry eue 0f he most notable
need nit follow their enumeration of the instances cf file stability cf British lustitu-
benefits which they say this government tions, lu the extraordinary circumstan
bas bestowed with so lavish a hand on the tlîaf a ]ase for 999 years, a base giveu in
Grand Trunk Pacifie. If it were necessary the reign of King Alfret, hat fallen in, and
to discuss at this time or in tlis place the actually he land bad. af last, after a thou-
ternis of the arrangement made by this sant year. of holding by the fenants, re-
goverment with that conîpany for the verteti te ieirs et thorial owuer.
building of the new transcontinental line, Ve eau undorstant, then. how, even tbougb
there w ould 1e but little ditticully, on this thoro may be carvet ont of an estafe lu
side at all events, in discussing thlit ques- ful ownersbip a teuancy of even se long a
tion with pleastire and no doubt with profit ueriot as 999 years, there 'ould be fhe
as well. But the people of this country, possible future iuterest remainiug lu rever-
more than ftwo years ago, gave judgeit sien to those who miglt luberit if. But,
on thlat matter; and I amu glad to say it is lu fOis case, it is net ownership of a rover-
one regarding which no one on this side sieuary ebaracter tependont npou auyfling
stood in any degree upon the defensive but torminablo lu a thousant yoars, or fwo
iu which we vere able to go to the country thousaut years, or, for tOut matter, it migbf
and say to the people that if there were no be feu fbonsand years; it is ouly fle ronoto
other acet of this government on wbich we possibility, fbo unexpectet ant almest lu-
could appeal to public opinion, that alone credible contiugeucy that ut some future
was sufficient to eftitle us to a renewal of tOue lu tbe vorld's bîstory a day might ar-
the peoples' confidence at the polls. I aiu rive wben it would be possible fo denin-
not concerned either with any discussion of strate tOut tiere w:s net a siigle surviving
the merits or demerits of the landti trae lutian who coultiherit any itnterest l
tion whieh bas been entered into by tOc these lamds. If tOut tistant ant unlikely
provincial government of British Celumbia,vet ever soul happe, if it c be
now on trial before its people. I am here mostrate te have ccurr, thn, an
desiring simply to say a few words regard- thon oly, woult thore bo a provincial in-
ing the order in council whieh has beîî terest lu roversion lu tne lands lu tuestion.
made the peg upon which to hang this poli- Ant if is actually fbat position etfings
tical attâck. Let me in the first place ask wbicb bas been teseribet by the bonour-
-what possible foundation there is to be able and boneuret represenfative of fOc
found in it for the efforts made by the eiîy ant couuty et St. John (Mr. Stockfon)
leader of the opposition to describe it as a who, unfortunately, is net lu bis seat ut
grave breach of constitutional usage and preseuf as giviug te tbe province the
procedure and as an offer of advice to fbe 'ownerstip hf' heese bauds. Seme may
Lieutenant Governor of that province by be able te imagine a better ant more start-
others than his own constitutional advisers. ling instance of gross exaggeratien. I confoss
What suggestion of advice was there in If it is sometbing that I nm net able f0 de.
from beginning to end? Let me ask you This baud, tbe bon. gentleman sait, te-
to refer for a moment to the position i longoti' te the province. And fhe Dominion,
which this governunent stands with regard certing te fhe hon. member fer North
to Indian lands. Indian lands are held by Toronto (Mr. Pester), by Ibis eri ceun-
the Crown in right of the Dominion as the cil, practically, 'commauts' the geverument
guardians of the Indians for whose benefit 0f British Columbia te dispose 0f its ewn
those lands are held. The province is in- property te Ibis pet cf he Dominion govoru
terested in those lands only in this sense, if meut, the Grand Trunk Pacifie Railway
at all, that if, at any far distant future Company. So far from thaf beiug tbe situ-
time, the whole band of Indians-every ation, the position lu regard te these lands
individual soul-for whose benefit those nas sucb as I bave describet. If nas as if
lands were held, should become extinct. bandierd ant tenant ewning a parcel cf
then the lands, having no owner, in respect lanti e tenant for a certain time ant the
of whom a trust would exist, might be lantlord in reversien ail flat was ieft-tbe
said to revert to the Crown in right of the proposition was mate te the tenant tbat
province. ho shouit sou, ant be sbouid say te tho

Let one consider what interest,, and to lantlerd I eau get a botter price, under
what extent, such a situation gives to the tb se circumstances, for the benefit cf the
provincial authorities any interest in such people nho ought to consiteretHe cem-
lands. We know well enough the interest mou objeets for charity ant fer the conceru
that the landlord bas in real estate which et bob tho partial owners, if you wili join
be may lease for a given term Of years. ue lu coaveying. If if were a matt of indu-
Even though that term of years ho a com- viduals eacb ewning an interest cf the kint
paratively long one-even a term of ninety- I bave doserlbed, the mosf ortinary busl-
nine years-there remains at the expiration ness proposition woult ho ou fhe part cf
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