166

1625 Urban VT gave this title to Ladisluns, who
afterwards beeame  King of Dolund, and in 1700
Innocent XIT gave it to Cosmus [I1, Grand Duke of
Tuseany. At an earlier peviod, in the yemr 1425, the
Bwmperor Frederie 1T, being at Rome tor his coronation,
received from Nichofas V' permission to see, in the
habit of canon, the veil of St.” Veronica.” ( Voy. a flome)
In a fragment of one of those numerous works of
pioty mentioned of St. Jerome, which has been happily
tennsmitted to us, St Methodius, Bishop of Tyre, about
the year 311, and soon afterwards & martyr, has pre-
sorved the interesting account of the transiution of this
relic to Rome.  Iloro iy the substance of his narrative ¢
Che fame of the miracles of our Saviour had rouched
the ears of Tilerius through public ramor and the
official reports of Pilate. The emperor having tallen
sicks, desired to see this extraordinary personage whos
was living in Judea. < If e be u god,” ~aid he, « e
can cure mo; if e be aman, He can help me by s
counsel.” Ile called one ofhis officers, named Volu-
sianus, and sent him to Palestine with orders to bLrine
Jesus to him.  The oflicer embarked immediately, bnz
having an adverso voyage, he areived in Juden only
anter the death of our Lord, Not being able to accom-
plish his mission, he wished at least to bring back to
the emperor some memorial of the Nuzavene. e
learned that a woman who was living in the ety of
Pyre had been cured by Jesus and that she pns~6.~.\cd
Uis portrait.  Volusiznus seut for her and obliged her
to follow him with the likeness. On his return Volu.
sianus presented this woman to Tiberins, on sceing
whom the emperor asked herif it were true that she
had been cured. “It is 50," replied the woman,
presenting the image of our Saviour to Piberins, who
was enred on the spot.  Penctrated with gratitnde, the
cmperor repaired 10 e Senate and proposed to place
Jesus among thay number of the gods, The ~enators
refused. upon which the prince, giving way to his
anger and resentment, put to death mauy of the mem-
bers of this illustrious assembly. Ax to the womau of
"Tyre, she remained at Rome and bequeathed the imnge
of the Saviour to I’f)p_c St. Clement, who cavefuliy
preserved it and transmitied it to his successors.
Severnl observations may he made on this tradition :
1st. It says that Tiberios knew the miracles of our
Saviour. Thix faet is also attested by Tertullian and
St. Justin, who say in their Apologies that the acts of
our Saviour, written by Pilate, were preserved at Rome
in the archives of the Senate; apd wo know moreover
that the governors it the provinces used to xend to the
emperors aceounts of all the extraordinary events that
transpired under their  administrations. A similar
practise prevails even now in France, in England, and
in many other countries. Zud It contains no cirenms-
tance repugnant to reasen, or which contradicts known
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facts. 3ed. It affirms that Tiberins, freitated at the
refusal of the Senate 1o have Jesus Christ admitted into
the number of the gods, avenged himself upon that
body by putting many of'its members to death.  Thix
detail. =0 fir from being contrary to history, in reality
aceords with it by giving the veason of o fuet reported
by Tacitus and  Suctonins—that is, the vengeiunce
exercised by Tiberius against the Senate.  lHowever
this tradition ,may be regarded, ono thing is certain,
that the sacred veil has been honored at the Vatican
trom the remotest antiqnity.  As early as the cighth
centary a salemn fanst was established in its honor.

Tt witl be said, however, that tho sacred veil is

honored in several churches, just as certain crities of

our day are not afwid to assort that the budy of tle

samo martyr is honored in many places. We will
briefly voply to these pretended difficulties: 1st. b
imports but little what pases in other churches; it
suftices 1o know that the saered veil is presorved ut
Rome, invested with tho three principal proofs of
authenticity—the antiquity of its tostimonials, the
priovity of its vencration, and the judgment of com-
petent anthority,  2nd. The simultuncous oxistenco of
seversl veils or korebiefs, sanetified by the touch of the
Saviour, is not impossible; indeed, to those who are
acquainted with the history of tho first Christians it
oven scems rrob.tblc. Many may havo been called
saered veils because they contained particles of the
true one. Particles, or even dust of filing«, from the
true cross are frequently deposited in others of varions
materinls,  Now, in the common language of Chris-
tinns, these second nails are called sacrel; and, although
they have pierced neither the hands nor the feet ofvur
Savionr. they are not thoe less objects of'a just veneration.
Many other answers could Le given, Imt we have
already pas<ed the limits of simpte note

The Veronicas venerated in certain  churebes ean
only be fae similes, with perhaps a fringo from the
border of the oviginal; or they may, perhaps, have
simply tonched it T myself’ po-sess one of these latter
fuc-similes imprinted an linen, which was given me ar
Rome. Those who desive more ample detuils of this
holy relic, its anthenticity, the sofemniticn of which it
has been the objeet in all Christian ages, ete., will tind
them fully set forth in the Bollandists” collection, vol.
., pp dad 463, and vol, xxvii, p. ST

On my return from Rome, havine presented one of
these foly Faees to a pious lady, she observed imme-
diately that the holy crown was not repre-cated on it

With the opinion that 1 my~eif” held at the time, that
Jesus wove the thorns trom the Protovium to Calvary,
1 did not kuow what to reply. Some days afterwards,
in reading over the Bollandists, 1 believed T had found
(vol. xxvii, p. 87) the answer to this diflicaity wiere |
read that a veil had heen otfored to Jesus by St Martha
alsa, who, in company with other holy women, were
seeking Him at the moment He camo out from the
grotto of Gethsemani, immediately after IHis agony,
and before being betrayed, and that the same mivacle
asthat performed in favor of Bevenive wis then wronghs,
But I have since, I think, found a better explanation in
the text of the apocryphal gospel of Nicodemus :

* Aud Jesus went out from the Pretorivm, and the
two thieves with Him. And when they had wrrvived at
the place which i~ ealled Golgoti, the soldiess stripped
1im of lis garments and gicded Him with a cloth, and
they put on Hix head a erown of thorns, and they
placed a reed in 3is hands.  And they crucified also
two thicves,” cte.

The words of this text plainly lead us to believe that
the horrible farce of the Pretorimin was re enacted on
Calvary, that the reed and the crown, as well as the
inseription for tue eross, were borne at the head of the
procession as trophies of chastisement and as a proof
of acensation, snd that consegquently Jesus had not this
crown on when Berenice met bim. To give more
weigzht to omr supposition let us add a word on the
import of the apoeryphal writings which we have just
quoted. lischendorf and Thilo, two of the ot learned
Protestants of our day, find nothing in this gospel
indicating an origin posterior to the acts even of Pilate
and a pseudo-gospel of St. James,  There is no passage
which may not have been writtea by one ol the tuithtul
living in the first ages of the Church, Nor e we
dissent from this opiion,




