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DISORIMINATION BY GARRIERS.

An interesting and importunt dccision has
recently been rendered by the supreme court of
tho state of Mionesots, which will help very
materially to defino the rights of the public in
that state in respect to facilities afforded by
rallway companies as common carriers. Tha
suit was brought by the Farwell Farmers’
Warehouse Associntion againsy the Mioneap)-
lis, St. Paul and Sault Sto. Marie Hailway
Company to recover damages for tho rofusal
of the railway company to run a sido track
to its warehouse.

It appears that when the Warchouso Asso.
ciation was organized, it made application to
the railway company for a sito upon which to
ercct o warehouso upon the company’s right of
way at the station.  Tho application was un-
conditionally refused by the railway company.
The aseociation then purchasd a sito fronting
upon tho company’s right of way an1l erected a
grain warehouse,  The warehouso was built in
euch o position that it could be peached by a
raliway awitch built entirely upon the railway
company’s right of way. When the warehouse
was completed, a demand was made vpon the
railway company for a sido track to connect
the warchouso with the maio hue,  This was
also refused.

The supreme court granted dameger, on the
ground that the railway compavy bad diserimi-
pated agaiostthe aseociation by refusing privi-
leges which were accurded to «thers at the
tamo station, The court affirmed that railway
companies are quasi public ccrpeiations and
enjoy privileges and franchiscs granted by the
State, in consideration of the general benefit
which they are to the community. They must
therefore be operated so as to reasonably ac-
commodate business and public interests. One
of the most important of these interests in an
agricultural community is tho matketing and
transportation of grain; and the price may in
any particular case be affected to a greater or
loss extent by the facilities for transportation
afforded, and the opportunity for competition
for buyers. Itis an essential condition that
all the people should have the rght tu use the
road on equal terms ; and it is the policy of the
law not to perinit euch corporations to grant
apeciul privileges to any persons which are de.
pitd to others under like conditions.

It was not claimed by the astoziation that it
had an absolute right to occupy the railway
company’s right of way, of demand a site for
& warchouse thereon. What was contended
for snd what is decided in the caso is, that if
the railway compasy granted theso privileges
to vthers, it could not refuse tho same or sub.
stantially timilar oucs to this paiticular asso-
ciation ; aud it cannot complain after haviog
refused this association a tite on its right of
way, similar to that granted te others, that
the association should accept a site adjicent
thercto and demand a side track for its accom.
modation io order to afford substantitlly similar
acilltics to the association tor handling grain

! to thosa granted othors at the eame station.

Undoubtedly a rallway company may impose
reasonable conditions aud terms upon porsons
who domand trackage for warchouses for tae
transportation of grain, but thoy muat bo the
samo for all,

TAE MANIT0BA AND NORTHWESTERN
RAILWAY.

Last week wo referred to the position of the
Manitoba and Notthweetern Railway, showing
the lien the bondholders have upon the road, or
1ather a portion of the road. Tho present ac-
tion of tho bondholders recalls the fact that
they made a close inspection of the railway
last summer, through an agent, Edmund
Wragge, who is said Lo be a railway manager
ond expert, was sent out last summer to.inves-
tigate and report to the bondholders upon the
condition and prospects of the railway., We
have Mr. Wragge's report bafore us at the
moment. He reported that the line from
Portage la Prairio westward to Birtle, 137
miles, ** is practically unballasted,” except for
short distances here and there. West of Birtle
to the eud of tho line, the track {s stated to be
in better condition and lightly Lallasted. The
firat 137 miles of the road Mr. Wraggo con-
siders has been poorly constructed, and a large
renewal of ties is necessary. Fencing will be
necessary as settlement extends. Over half
the line is fenced betwecn Poitage la Prairie
and Mionndoss, The station buildings are
stated to be tuitable to the requirements of
the road and in good order. The rolling stock
covered by the bondliolders llen is described as
about worthless, and would be of 1ittlg uso in
operating the road, so that new rolling stock
woull have to bo purchased if the bondholders
take ovor tho road. .

Mr, Wragge deals at length with the land
owned by the Comrany. He thinks it a mis.
take to sell lands in largo blocks at §1 per acre,
as has been done, He thinks the lands should
be held at 83 per acre in small blocks and $2 in
large blocks.

Regurding traffic, it is stated that passeng.r
traflic shows a continued increase, which is re.
garded as a *‘very hopeful sign.” Shipments
of oats and cattle from points along the line
alio show a good iacrease. Wheat ship-
ments, bowever, had not increased much since
1887. The outlook for traffic is considered
geaerally sati:factory.

Regarding the future of the yoad, Mc.
Wrogge advises that permanent access to Wia-
nipeg is necessary,either by a running arrange-
ment with the Canadian Pacific or the North.
era Pacific, or hy the purchase of the Postage
branch of the latter road, or by building a now
line. He thinks that before any further exter.
sion is made westward, the line should be given
a terminal at Winnipeg. R-gardiog extension
to Prince Alberf, a distance of 211 miles be-
yond the present western terminus, he recom-
mends that the compapy should go slow. He
daes not believo that the extension would be
self supportiog if constructed. He thinks it
would be batter to develop and improve the
present property, rather than build- more rail-
way westward. For tho reorganization of
the company he recommonds ficstly, after
uecessary financial arrangements are made,

that tho company should secure terminal fa-
vilitics in \Winnipeg; sccoudly, that tho pre.
sent lino be put in good condition; thirdly,
that a systematioc effort bo made to sell the
lande of the company ; fowmthly, that the road
bo extended westward only as fast as lands can
bo sold to pay for such oxtension,

It is underatood that the veorganization of
the company could only be made in conjunction
with the Messrs, Allan, who virtually own the
remainiog portion of the main line and the
branches. In the cvent of its boing impossible
to arrange term* with the Mesers. Allan, or
should the bondholders of the first 180 iniles
of rond decide mot to consider any arrange.
ment of this nature, thoy may then take
possession of the portion of the road
(180 milos) wortgaged Lo them by the
trust deed in their faves, and opoarato it.

Tte most difficult feature about the position
of the railway is practically the double owner-:
ship. Default haviog boen made in payments,
the bondholdors, as pointed out in our articlo
last week, can take possession of the first 180
miles of tho rcad under the terms of a trust
dced. This they intend to do, as is evident
from their patition to the court. The bond.
hotders for the first 180 miles of main line,
however, will have no control over the balance
of the road, and unless the two interests can
be made to work barmoniously together, the
outlook is not favorable for ecither interest nor
for the country served by the road. ‘The bond.
holders allege that the ficst 180 miles of the
road is a payiog property, aud that the receiver
has been using receipts from this portion of the
road to maintain the balance of the line, hence
their movemont to take possession, Separated,
however, from the balance of tho road, the
portion of the road controlled by the boud.
holders would loose a considerable portiun of
its traffic, while the westorn portion of the
main line and the branches would be almost
useless without the bundholder’s portion, Mr,
Wrogge's idea of a reorganization, consolidat.
ing the two interests, seems to be the best
thing for the future of the road. If the two
interests capnot bs consolidated, or cannot
agree to operate the road in conjunction, the
outlook is not encouraging either for tha road
as & whole or for the couatry served by it.

PROSPECT FOB TARIFF REVISION. .

The Finance Minister and Mr, Angers have
returned feom their trip through Western
Canads, and have been giving their opinions to
the eastern press upon the coandition of the
country and the requirements of the people
here.  As might be expected, the Ministera
say very little in & pablic way about tho de.
mands everywhere made upon them while in
the West for tariff reform. Tho most they
have said to the castern press is that the west.
ern people desired reduction of the duty in
certain directions. This is cerlainly putting it
vory wild ; though uufortunately it istrue that
in a number of instances memorials were pre-
sented to the Ministers asking only for a removal
or reduction of the duty upon certain specified
articles. This is a mistake which was made
duriog the visit of the Ministers to the West,
The Weat ismost decidedly in favor of tariff re-
form upon general principles. What we wantisa
aystematic and general reduction of the duties




