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BISORIMPiINÉ !0 BI OU1RIERS.
An litercsting snd import..nt dtcision bas

recently bren rendereci by thé supteme court of
thé stote of Minnesota, which will bellp very
materialiy te déline thé r*ghts of tlio public in
that staté lu respect to facilities affordeci by
rallway companiea as common carriers. Thé
suit wvss brouglit by tiré 1?erweil Fermera'
Warehouse Asociati-in againse thé blinsp:
lie, SL, Nul sud Sault. Sté. Mlarié liailwav
Compîony te recovoir ciamagos for thé refusai
of té railway company té mun a aidé track
tu0 its warehouse.

It appears that whcu thé WVarehousé Atio.
ciation irab organized, it nmade application te
thé railway compauy for a alto upon which te
cnect a wrahousé upion thé compauy's right et
way at thé station. Tho application iras u.
conditioually retuacci by thé railway conpany.
Thé association thon purcheascc n site fronting
upon tho company'd right of %way an 1 erecteci a
grain warehouse. Thé %varehoudo %vas built lu
snobr a position thal, it coulc bo eached liy a
roa.iway switch boult entlrely upon thé railwsy
complury'd right of way. Wl'hen thé warehuuoé
was compluted, a demaud iras made trp)n thé
railwsy company for a aide track te connient
thé irarehouié ulil thé inîn liée. This iras
aise refuseci.

Thé bupreme court gronteci dauiageu, on thé
grounci that thé railwaoy cempavy foad discrimi-
ns.tcd ogainst thé association by refusitég privi.
tagea which weré ncccurded te tthersa t the
lamé station. Thé court afiirméd that railway
companies aro quaii publié crpcrations sud
enjey priviiegos ond f ranchisers gran ted by thé
State, lu conideration o! thé general benefit
vlhlch théy are te thé corumunity. Théy nust
thorefore bé ap(rateci 80 ai te reasonabiy cc.
corumodasté business sud public intoreats. One
of thé ost important o! thèse intoroata lu an
agricultural community la thé marketing sud
transportation of grain ; sud thé pricé may in
aéy particular case hé affected te a greatér or
lés exteont by thé f4cilitiés for transportation
offorded, aud thé oppertunity fer compétition
fùr buyers. It la au essentisl condition that
ail thé people îhould havé thé rFght tu usé thé
road on equal terme; sud it la thé policy o! thé
law net te permit teh corporations te grant
spécial privileges te aéy persoa which are dé.
nit d to otîrera under liké conditions.

IL waa net ciaiméci by thé asiociation tire t 
had an absolute riglit tu occupy thé rail%%ay
company'r right of way, oir duniand j, site for
a irarthousé theréen. Whsnt iras conteudeci
for sud wlrat Lî dccidcd lu thé casé lé, that if
thé railway comnpÀny grauted thèse privilèges
te others, it coulci net refusé thé samoe or sub.
stantially timilar ues te this Pal tiLular aASo*
ciation ; nd i canont compilu clter having
refuted thia association a site, on its right of
way, similler te that gcaéted te others, tiret
thé association ahoulci accept a site adjacent
therote Pnd démanci a aide track for its accom.
ruodation lu order te sifélrd bubstantitlly aimilar
acilltiesl te thé association tan liandling grain

te thosa granted éthers at thé salie station.
Undonltediy a railwrsy cempany may Imposé
reasonablo conditionW and terma upen persona
who denand traokago for irarehousos for the
transportation ci grein, but they iust ho thé
saie for aIL

TRE MiAITOBA AIUB IORTRWESTERN
RAML AI

La3t iceok wé rctérred te thé position of the
Manitoba and 1Nothwettern Rallway, showiug
the lieu thé bondhoiders havé upon thé road, or
rather a portion ef tire reaci. Thé présent ac.
tien of thé boédholdcrs recaila the tact that
they made a close Inbpcction et thé rallway
lait sunicur, through au agent. Edosunci
Wragge, wibo la saici te ho a ralway manager
sui expert, iras sent ont last nimmer te. lnves.
tigate sud report te thé bouciheldera upon thé
condition and prospects of thé rallway. WVe
havé Mno. N'ragge'a report blitera un at thé
moment. He reporteci that thé lino frram
Postage la Prairie iréstiard te BirtIe, 137
milcu, "lfa practicaliy unballaîted," excépt ton
short diitances hère andi there. WVest of Birtié
tu thé end et thé fiue, thé track la statéci te hé
in botter condition and iightly ballaated. Thé
firat 137 miles et thé roaci Mn. W7ragge cou.
aidera han heau pooriy coustructod, sud a large
renéiral et tics la necoesry. Fencing téil hé
necestary as settlement exteudi. Over hail
thé lino la feneed bétweers Portage la Prairie
sud Mlinnudeis. Thé station bui!ditnga are
statéi fa lié tuitthié te thé rcqélrementa of
thé reaci sud lu gondi order. Thé reiling stock
covareci by thé boncioldert '!eu la déscribeci as
about wrthls, snd would bhofe littl;7uto lu
oporating thé road, se that noir roliing stock
treul have te be purcusséc if thé benciholders
take ovér tha road.

Mr. WVragge deals .it length with thé landea
owned by thé Comrany. Heé thinks it a mie.
t3ke te soit lande lu large blocks at $1 ppr acre,
as bas beu doué. lié thinks thé lands ahouici
bé held at ,~3 p-r acre lu salait blooka andi $2 in
large blocka.

Reg.rrding trattic, it la atateci that passengý r
traoflic shows a continucci increase, wYhich la re.
gardecc as s "«very hopetul sign." Shipmenta
et eottansd cattlo fromn pliets along thé liée
alte show a good lucros. Wbeat ship.
ineuLa, howéver, hald net increaseci maoh since
1887. Thé outlook for traflio ia considereci
generatly satifactery.

Regarding thé future et thé road. Mr.
WVragge acivises that permanent accesa te Win.
nipeg la néccasary,eithen by a running arrangé.
ment with thé Canradian Pacific or thé North.
ea Pacifie, or iry thé purchaisé of thé Po:tage
hranch et thé latter road, or by building a uow
lise. Hé lhinks that before auyfuether extén-
slan la maclé irestiard, thé lino shouici bégivén
a terminal at WVinnipeg. R-garcling extension
ta Prince Albort, a distance ef 211 miles hé.
yand thé préent western terminus, lire recoin.
meuds that thé companly ahouici go slow. He
dérs net helieve that thé extension iroulci hé
self auppértiug if constructed. He thinks it
irould ieh bébtter te devclop andi improe thé
prenent property, rather than builci- more rail.
wsy wcatward. For thé reengaéizitien et

the cray hé recommande firatly,ale
uceayfinanciai arrangements are made,

that tho company ehotuld accure terminal fa.
uilities lu Wlinnipng; secondly, that the pré.
sont lino bc put lu gond condition; thirdly,
that a aystematlo effort bo made to sait the
lani of the company ; [oui thly, thrtt thé roaci
boe extended wcsotward ossly as fait as lande cati
bé aold te psy for sunob extension.

It la underàtooci that the récorganizition of
the company couici ouly bc nmade ia conjunsotion
with the MZNesss. Alita, who virtually own the
remainiég portion of the main lino and tira
branches. loi the évent o! ita being impossible
to arrango terni* with tho blearr Ailan, or
shoulfl the bondholders ot tiro ficet 180 miles
of rond décide net to cousider any arrangé.
ment of thls nature, thoy may then tako
possession of thé portion et the rond,
(180 mile.) mortgaged tu thons by thé
trust désd in thoir favo:, andi opirato It.

TFé mobt difilut featuro about thé position
of thé railway la practically the double ewner*
ship. Dt:fauit having been made in psyments,
the bondholdérs, ai peinteld eut lu our airticlo
lait week, cars taire possession of thé firat 180
miles of thé read undér thé terme ot a trust
dced. This they Intenci to do, as la évident
from their petition to thé court. The bond.
bottders for thé fitit 180 miles o! main lino,
howovér, will havé no centrol ever thé balancé
of thé road, and unies& thé two intereàto cars
ho made to werk harmonniously togathér, thé
outloek la sot favorable for cither intereît nor
for t1é country servcd by thé roaci. Thé bond.
hoiders allego that thé firet 180 miles of thé
rondin a payiog proerty. audi that the rectiver
bau been using réceiptos from this portion of thé
roid to maintain thé balance of thé line, honcé
theirmiovémont totaké possession. Separated,
howéver, frrami thé balancé cf thé road, thé
portion of thé roaci controlled by the boud.
bolders would loosé a considérablé portiun of
ita trafic, whilo thé western portion o! thé
main lino snd thé branchés would bc aiment
useléas without thé brndholder';s portion. Mr.
Wrga's ides o! a reorganization, consolidat.
iug thé twe interoste, iieema to ho thé béat
thing for the future of the road. If thé twe
intereate canant bc conaolidated, or canant
sgreé te operaté thé road fl conjunction, thé
outiook ia net éucauraging éic'ner for thé road
as r. wholo or for thé country serv£d hy it.

PRO8PEUT FOR TARIF REVISION.
Thé Financé Minisller and Mr. Angers havé

returneci from their trip through Western
Canada, and have heau giving their opinions te
thé esatern press upon thé condition of thé
country and thé reqcrirements ef the peoplo
hure. As mighit hée expccted, thé Mlinistera
ssy very litile lu a public way about thé de.
manda toverywheré madé upon thons white in
thé West for tariff reform. Thé oet théy
have saici te thé cestern press la that thé ivest-
éru people dehireci réduction ef thé duty fil
certain directiouis. This is certainly putting it
véry a-aild ; though uufortunately it is truc that
in a nuinbér of instances menmoriais weré pre.
sented tothe 2diniatersasking only foraremoval
or réduction of thé duty upon certain apecitied
articles. This is a mistaké which was made
during tho visit of thé Miniaters te thé West.
Thé West la méat deeidedoly lu lavor o! tariff ra
form upon gênerai principles. W~hatw wiantilaa
syatcmatic and genéral\roduetion o! the duties


