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JUSTICE FOR CANADIAN LUMBERMEN.
MR. W. H. B3ennett, M. P., has given notice

in the Dominion Parliament that he wviIl intro-
duce the following resolution : "'That in the
opinion of the House a duty should be levied up-
on lumber imported into Canada corresponding
with the existing United States duties." Howv
this re.solution will be received by the legislators
cannot even be surmised. The fact that the
Government has turned almost a deaf ear toi the
representations of' the lumberrien in this direc-
tion in the past is flot a hopefîul indication ; but
the sentiment in fatvor of an import duty is grad-
ually growing stro-nger, and the lumbermen are
daily making ne converts fromr among the
thinking public t sin the case af recent legisia.
tion by the Ontario .7'vernment affecting lum-
bering, il may prove that the Dominion authorities
wvill concîtîde ihat the time lias now arrived wvhen
the legislation attked for should be granted.

It il; almiost unneccssary to again review the
situation and point out the unfair conditions
resultiuîg from the free importation of United
States lumber. These conditions must already
be lznown to-our legisiatorq. The situation was
clearly set forth in thc address- of Mr. john Wal-
die belore the Ontario Lunmbermen's Association.

In this country the cost of labor and mili sup-
plies is greater than in the United State.4, whlile
that country enjoys the advantnges of cheap
transportation by railways, wvhich is somcthing
unknown in Canada.

A niemorini printed in' anotîter colunin gives
the views of the lumber and shingle manufactur-
ers of British Couilumbia, and in aur opinion
makes out such a strong case in favor of an im-
port duty that it wvill be dilflcult for the Gavern-
ment ta conscientiously ignore the request. Thc
statements contîîined in this miemorial are a fair
representation af the situation, and arc actually
bonre out by facts. 'Fle manufacture of lumber
in Britisît Columnbia is so handicapped by the free
import of the United States produc't (wvlile lthe
Canadi 'an praduct is shuit aut of thé United
States by an import duty), that some manUfac-
turers have already removed their milîs ta the
United States, wvhère they may enjoy "the ad-
vantages of hotfi markets. Proof ai this is ta be
found in the following letter, unsolicited so far
as it relates to the question ai an import duty :

'jVANCOllVER, B. C., January 3t, igat.
CANADA LunisastRbAN, Torotnto:

GENTrLIcIEN,-Relpiying 10 Yours of flic ,3111 inst..
wouid bay sisal nt flie prescrnt lime wc do flot care to ptî
an adteriient in your paper, or tie reason thai aur
lcrritory called Canlada is wcll covcred nt prescrit with
men, and Psi tlice other lîand, ih .re being no import duty
an sîtingles from the Unied States, il Icaves uts so that
wc are flot pushing very particulariy for bubiness in Can-
ada. It scems tisat on account of titis dtaty and the im-
portation of wooden goods front the United States la Can-
ada, wc are compeiicd ta go 10 WVasinton, as yost wili
sec by ottr advertisemenis in those papers.

We are butilding anoiher miii at Sumas, ini Washingtan,
and anticibiate building stili anoîher in ftie cnursc of two
monts. WVe do not tsndersland fic unfair treninti to
fic iurnber indtîstry in Canada, and wc hiave gai lireti
îrying t0 remedy malters in tai way, nnd are simpiy go.
ing.where wc cars do business anîd svhcr tise lumtaer in-
dustries are protecied as well as others. WVe aiea neiliser
sîrung Conservalives nor Liberalît, but we look ait the un-
fairnc!ss of tie matter.

At the preseni lime flic capacity ori tie Cattadiatt miiI4,
according to the Canadian tr.4de thal is lefi si-, exceds
flite demamîd about îiîree liie-% if ail tniii-c ruti fitil tne.

WVc are sorry io have to write in titis ivay to pract ically
ste oniy lumber paper in Canada, but %%e iire roci îseid
t0-

Vottrs very itily,
HASTINGS SIIINGLr. &NIm. Co.

The injury wroUght tothe lumher'ntanufactur-
ing industry of British Columbia is apptarent
and Canadian workmen are thUs deprived af the
empîoyment which it shouîd be the duty of the
national governatient as far as is expedient to
provide for them.

The suggestion wvhich has been made in the
Dominion House ta nationalize the railways of
the Dominion is one bearing an important rela-
tion to the proposed import duty an lumber, mnas-
much as the inability ta obtain reasonablefreight
rates bas been one ai the grseat dr.awbacks ta
Canadian lumbermen. The opposition ta an
import duty an lumber will came from the in-
habitants of Manitoba and the North-West Ter-
.ritories, who may iear that they w6uld be called
tpon ta payexorbitant prices for the neces!,ary
lumber for building and other purposes. At
the present time a large quantit9 of lumber is
imported into these provinces' annually fromt the
Unitedi States, the railm;ays 0*f ihai cýu ntry fixing
the freight rate at'such a figure as %sill permit
the manuifacturers in niortfiern Minnesota ta sup.
ply certain sections of Manitoba and the Terri-

N

.tories, to, the exclusiun of tiýec Cnd
There is no reason, howev . %Uwhî~
of lumbet' in these provinc. sa- Shoid
on ta pay excessive prices i 'r buillding
unless it be the arbitrary l".sition tnow 1
the Cîînndian Pacific Rsii'-ay.
abundant stipply of timber i the Lak t
Woods district, nnd wit i - United sle
duct excluded froms the Çmasdian Mai
facilities for praducing ltuIler in ihh
wvould be increased so ais ii furnish 3.
supply for the western markets. Ifmr
able freight rates were obt.. ciable, the
turers of the north shore of the Georgi,
woîîld also make a bid [or the traite of
prairie province, so that thlere seemt n te
to doubt that competition '%ttld preventibs
sumer from being cnlled upoîî ta pay mure
a reasonable price for bis lumber. Socec
milis af flicu north shore of tile Gèorgiu
have, we understand, nlread> made shipjt
lumber ta the city of Winnîipeg.

Reasonable freight rates, however, art
sary, and wvhether these are securtd
nationalization a! the r.tilrods or bythea
ment of a commission to regmlate treinhi
and like niatters, they snoulJ prose a
benefit to the lumber trade, iînd wouîd ir
problem of a tomber supply for the prairie
vinces from the Canadian forests.

THE ASSF .ENT 0F LUMBER.
Tust liatest de' n to burdens the.jumw

dustry of tI country is a propoýitim
assess al lumber piled with*n corporation fi
The city council ol Ottawas is responuw
having originated tbis movernent. A-ro
wvas recentiy introduced in Ille councli
city Ilto petition the Otario Legislatu
niake such provision in file AssessmeDi
as wvill ensure the taxation of luniberpledsi
the city liînits ; and alsoi thaîî :11 lumberj
or stored on any land wiltî file ciîy lieet
assessed Io its full value iîg.int the çeî

assessed for such land, without regard fat
otvnership of such lumber or tiv indebeI
against the sanie, ini order that sîîch luliner
land may be placed up.tn the same basi
regard to taxation as other properîy arsli
to bear its fair proportion of îtaxation."

It i!, dirnictlt to under!stanid why, il. theejr
these municipal authorities, lumber shooM
singled out to be dealt wvith in a mannerdiL
from other fines of mnanufacturecu goodç. Il
the product of the farm, the mine, mL-
fisheries equally liable in the m.ttter of tua
wvîth that of the forest ?

No business or industry is mure hielpful to
farmersof Canada than the lumber tradtrj
there an industrywbich bas done mort lob
Up the villages, towns and cities of the Docà
Such a proposition as has been made co-us,
bad grace from. the City of Otiwa, which 0
much of its commercial import..nce todajt;
lumber industry and to lumbet mens Whohla
vested t.heir money in establishiig saw ni
other enterprises.,

For som e reason there seeni-s to bc an ets
enmity towards the luimbernian. He is*~
taxed to the Utmost, white lie is flot afoi
corresponding measure of protection. E
article used in his business that il isnrecesm
import is subject ico a duty imposed bl


