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P.A: Murphy, Montreal. o
Hardman Bros. & Co,; leather -belting, Mon-
treal. '
R. Duguay, Petit Pabos.
A. Lafortune, proceries, Mon!: )
Jos. Poupart, groceries, Mo 1 . .
G. Girouyx, carter, Montreal,
) PROVINGE OF  NEW BRUs&w.l .
Wm. Tait, St, John. ! "
-A. Christie & Co., contractors, St. Johu.
R. A. Chapmah, shipbuilder, Moncton.
PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA.
Ii. A. Poole, Digby.
T. Cecconi, Halifax. @
D. H. Rousefell, Kentville.
W. J. Nelson, general store, Lunenburg.
N—

& orvesponilense,
AN HONEST STOREKEEPER'S COM-
PLAINT.
" Bridgewaler, N.S., March 27th, 1879,

To the Editor of the Journal of Commerce.

Drar Sir,—Taking it for granted from the
interest your paper taltes in all matters relating

to trade, I wish to give you a little information .
from this placé, and usk a few questions. There’

is' no place of the same sie where more
unblushing and scandalous failures have been
made than here.. We have men among us now
who have made more out of their faitures in one
or two years than the honest dealér could have
done in twenty., Ope man in' connection with
another buys outa hotel, runs it for a year or
s0, and bursts up,—result, a nice new house and
property, with al the equipments, burns, horses
and outhouses, all paid for, a bran new store
slarted, owned by the sister, &c.y that can under-
sell the whole village, all owing to the Insol-
vent Act. Then within this last year there have
been three failurcs, and, in cach case, afler a
compromise had been effected, . the store’ that
was so emply at the time of stocktaking, shewed
tall shelves again, and again_the houest dealer
has to suffer. o
There is now another peculiar case: a man,
who has no ideas of business, buys out a stock
of goods, and everything else thut comes along.
He associates himself with another'who is to
‘run one branch of this buginess. - 1'hey find run-
ning the business duves not pay well enough.
About nine months ago they dissolved, and now
the retired partner issues a writ of sttachment

while he carries on a business in another part-of -

the same building.  Anotber branch of this
happy individual’s-business is run a flight higher
up. Allthe materials and stock connected with
that business is now the property of a former
assistant.. Yet your Montreal drummer could

not sell this man goods fust' enough, helping.

him to ruin himself apd interfere with people
who really bave both capital and expericence.
The. cases referred to are only a few of
what we bave occuring’ here . continually.
Governments may alter and’ twist tariffs, and
Journals such as yours can write columns of
sound business advice on the evils of the credit
. system and benefit of the cash principle, but it
all comes to this, how ecan you expect tour or five
traders who are honestly -inclined to pay their
debts, dollar for dollar, and live, when numbers
of men”are compromised with, on the ‘ten and
twenty-five cent principle, and-then, lastly, let
loose on the Bn Bloc system, with “shelves
filled by magic, with goods that for a time
belonged to a brother, or sister, or aunt in the
country, until the trouble has: blown over. If
you can, Mr. Editor, give us an explanation
of this £n Bloc arrangement,we may all, the few
that are solvent, be benefited by it. . Perhaps
you can inform us of some other kind of an.
£n Bloe thay will. keep such cases ont of
business ns the above referred to, and, instend

of giving us_poor country. merchants so much -

advice about buying, please give your Montreal
merchants a little advice about not being quite
8o anxious to sell fifteen to twenty shop keepers

goods in a place of _this size; and, if "the .

drummer has to come, lethim come asa snlavied
man, notas one whoe depeuds on the commis-
sion be is'to make, by selling to every person
who will buy from him, It you see fit, Mr,
Editor, to publish this, in whole or part, or
uotice . in oy wny agreeable to yowrself the
facts contained therein, you will greatly oblige

. LN Broo. |
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MONTREAL GENERAL MARKETS.
MoxTREAL, April 3rd, 1879.
The business of the week presents no pecu-
liar fentures. Business in most departments is
quiet, and likely to expervience but little move-
ment until the opening of navigation., The
weather has been very changeable during the
week, and winter and spring appear to be
struggling for the mastery. The ice on the river

is “as solid as in the month of February.

Milder weather prevails in the west, and the
usual muddy roads of the season obstruct travel.
The general feeling points to -an improvement
in. . business; confidence has been . largely
restored, the better class of speculative stocks

“are somewhat firmer and incline upward. The

moncy market is unchanged.

Asngs. —Receipts of Pots moderate. The de-
mand has fallen off’ very much, and price has
declined to $3.70 to $3.75 for Pirats. Seconds
sold at $3.40. Thirds cannot be had, Pearls.—
No sale ot Firsts reported 15 brls Seconds were
taken for the States at about $4.60,  Receipts
since Ist January 1821 brls Pots and 102 brls
Penrls.  Deliveries 1020 brls Pots and 191 bris
Pearls. ' Stock in store at six o'clock on Wed-
nesday evening, 1924 ‘brls Pots and 149 brls
Pearls. «

‘Boors ANp Saors.—Business has been:fairly
active during thejpast week, and manufacturers
have orders-in bhand suflicient to keep them
busy.for two or three wecks. Prices remain
without change, but are firm at quoted rates.

Dru6s axp Crmesicans.—A moderate amount
of business has baen doing during the past week.
The inclement weather hus had a slightly de-
pressing effect, and orders have not come in so
freely a3 the previous week. Tn absence of ad-
vices from England, this week’s mail not having
arrived, w e are- unable to report upon the state
of the markets there. .

Dity Goops.—The business of the senson com- -

pares quite favorably with that.of the corres-
ponding period of last yenr. There is as yet no
time fixed for an advance in Canadian Cottons
and other goods in this department, and itis
possible that it may be postponed foran in-

definite period, owing (o the heavy stocks held-

throughout . the  country.
be sail 1o favor buyers.
for quotations.
Frour.—The market continues inactive, but
without change in. price excepling in white
wheat flour, Extra and Superior having been
sold at five cents decline. The stock shows an
increase of about 12,000 barrels as compared
with same duate . last year, say 80,000 barrels
agniost 68,000, :
Groogrigs,—Apart from the harvest of death
amongst our mereantile community, which was

Prices s yet mny

“remarkably great during the week, there is

little of interest to note. Swgars—With n jro-
posed addition to our Refineries and the proba-
bility ot a good deal of directimports of henlth-
ful Raw Sugars. and Molasses from the West
Indics, it is likely a very considerable change
will be made in the business. - Profitable return

cargoes are wanted to make this trade what. it .

See Prices, Current -

should be, and. commercial energy and enter.
I)rise ought to be bent in that direction. . Mar-
kets here rather easier for Whiteand Yellow
Refined Sugars. Granulated is 8lc. to Qfe.
Yellows 7e. to 8jc. Raw Sugars 6je. to Tc.
Molasses and Syrups—DBusiness light, markoet
nominally unchanged, althongh Molasses tends
to rather lower figures. Zeas—~—Both hiere and in
New York the amount of business has been light,
Prices are without notable change. It appears
there is. considerable movement in Britain in
the withdrawal of Tea from Bond possibly hav-
ing 1o do with some faucied increase in duty.
Jice, from $4.25 to $4 45, Coffees, light trade
1o report at prices as of late current.  Chemi-
cals.—Bicarb Soda held for slight advance. Salt-
petre, duty increases price. Spices—Cloves very
firm and reparted, higher in the East. Pepper
quiet, nlso Nutmegs and Ginger. fruits—Valen-
tix Raising keep {rom Ge, to 6ic. - Malaga fruit
dull, Qurrants, atso dull,. In Fish and Qils
there isintimation that such arrangements may
be made with Newfoundland as will likely pre-
veut proposed duties being put on.

Hanoware.—No advance in nails as yet,and
no indication of any, beyond what has been
alrendy indicated. We notice our reports of two
and three weeks ago are being veproduced in
certain commercial journals the present weel,
Our readers may depend on being kept prompily
advised of prospective changes. )

Lparner.—Business in . this line continnes
fairly active, and prices rule abont the same as
Iast week., Waxed Upper is in dema d, alsy
Light Slaughter Sole. o

Live Srock.—The arrivals of live stock last
week were fifteen ceavloads of ‘cattle. At the
St. Gabriel market last Tuesday there was only
& small supply, and prices of good cattle ranged
from 34c. to 43¢, per-lb,, live weight. The
following sales were made; two fat- cows at
from 3e. 1o 34c. per tb., one car lond of eattlent
from 3jc. to 4ic. per 1L, cleven caitle at from
33c. to 43c. per lb.; three caitle at-from 3ic.- to

“44c. per 1b; ten cattle were sold at $4.75; and

twenty-cight cattle at $3 per 100 1bs.  Eighty
live hogs were received from Chicago, said to
be worth considerably more than any of those
on this market. The Iastern. Fair of ' the
County of Wellington wns held at Guelph
on Wednesday, and is- said to be one . of the
finest displays that has ever taken place there,
both for numbers and ‘quality. There were
some G00 head offered for ‘sale, the -aveinge
weight being 1,300 Ibs. Prices ranged from
$3.50 to $5.37, live weight, large numbers of

biyers were present from Tovonto, Montreal,

Kingston, &e. The price realized for choice
animals went as high as $8.50 per ¢wt. . Ani-
mals from Goderieh took the bighest premium-,
In addition to regular buyers, representatives
were present from the London' Oil Relining
Compnny; who paid fair prices for several lots
of choice animals for the London, Liverpool
and Glasgow mavkets. ' :
Lumssr.—Prices continne depressed in Eng-
land.  Now aund then a buyer finding his stock
requires assorting, enguires around for offers,
though perhaps nothing is done, but imme-
diately the news is out that spruce or pine, ns
the ense may be, is firmer, more: enquiry, &e.,
&e.  But the fact is, nothing can be sold ex-
cept at wretched prices, and the offers buyers
sometimes make leads 1o the  query as to
whether they really think deals wilt be made
for those figures, as to eover even the mere
cost it would in" some’ cases Le “necessary to
steal the logs and in others steal the deals
already snwn. up.  We know of one Loudon
buyer who gravely offered a Quebee house
cqual to an ‘average of S4.70 per M.-feer
f.o.b. for & cut of spruce, quality, specificntion
and place of shipment_being in every respect
first-cinss, and objected to-make any ndvance
when politely refused with thanks. The last
sale we hear.of is three million feet wintering
spruce deals from the vicinity of St.Thomns,
Lower St. Lawrence, at an average, we under-




