
JOmiJAL O PDUCATFION

ITo Ris Excellency the Hon. Francis Hineks, Governor-in.Chief of Barbudoes

and the Windward Islands of the West Indies.

May it pleas Your Exmency.

The Council of Publie Instruction for Upper Canada eordially welcome

you to the country of your former publie life, and especially to this Estab-

lialment, for the completeness of which, including its grounds, its Educa.

tional Offices, its Normal and Model Schools, Museum and Depositories of

Sohool Apparatus and Libraries, the country is largely indebted to your

exertions. We are happy to avail ourselves of this occasion to acknowledge
that the means for procuring these gronnds and erecting these buildings
were recommended by you to the Canadian Legisiature in 1850; that the

General School Act itself of that year, under the authority of which we

have provided thesestructures and matured our present system of public

instruction for Upper Canada, was introduced hy you into the Legislature,

and became law by means of your advocacy and efforts in eonnection with

those of your truly patriotie colleague, the hite lamented Honorable Robert

Baldwin, who, at that time with yourself, first proposed the fundamental

principle of our school system : namely, the right of the freeholders and

householders in each municipality to provide for the education of their

children in their own way, without being superseded in any respect, but

aided to the utmost extent possible, by the encouragement and coopera
tion of Government, whose only restrictive interposition is, te insure indi-

vidual right of conscience, parental supremacy in matters of religion, and

the expenditure of public school monies for the paynent of duly qualified

teachers.
It was also when you Vere first Minister of the Crown in Canada, and on

your recommendation, that our Grammar and Supplementary School Acts

of 1853 and 1854. were submitted to the Legislature. Under the operation

of these acts, our Grammar Schools have been incorporated into a general

system, and greatly improved Maps, Globes, and varions apparatus have

been provided for the public schoola generally, and Libraries to the extent

of nearly two hundred thousand volumes have been established by munici-

pal; and local aehool authorities.
It affords us great satisthetion to be able to add, that successive adminis-

trations of Government, and ail political parties of Upper Canada, have

maintained inviolate the great principles of that systea of public instruct-

tion in the establishment of whieh you took so conspicious and leading a
part.

We are sure it will aford, you pleasure te learn, that in Upper Canada,

the population of which, aecording te the eensus taken in 1851, was les than

a million, the number of children in the Common Schools, according te the

Iat-annual returns in 1857, was 272,737, and the amount provided by the

people fór their education was upwards of one million two hundred thou-

sand dollars-an ineresse of more than three hundred per cent. since 1850,
with a corresponding improvement in the character and fittings of the

mchool-houses, and the methods and quality of instruction given.

We sincerely congratulate your Excellency on the high honor wbich our

Gracious Sovereign has been pleased to confer upon you, and on the suecess
of vour Government in the West Indies. We assure you of our earnest

wishes sud prayers for your future prosperity and happiness.

Department of Public Instruction, Toronto, 2d April, 1859.

Bon. Mr. Hinék replied as follows;

Gentlemen,- thank you most sincerely for the cordial weleome whieh

you have extended to me on the ocession of this transient visit to my

adopied' country, and for the flattering notice which you have taken of my

humble efforta to promote the success of the educational system of Upper

Canada during the period when I had the honor of serving asone of the Minis-
ters of the Crown for this Province.

It is most gratifying to me to learn from your statisties that the people

have of late evinced even greater zeal than they did formerly in the promo-
tion of education.

Your association of my nane with that of my lamented friend and former
colleague, the late Hon. Robert Baldwvin, affords me a suitable opportunity

of expressing the poignant regret which I felt on hearing of the death of

that truly upright man.

Let me once more thank yon, gentlemen, for the unexpected honor con-
ferred on me hy your address, and let me assure you of my best wishes for
the success of your efforts in the prontation of education.

- ATHoRizxD Sonoot Boora, UPsI Cantax.-The United Board of

School Trustees in the town of Guelph have been most diligent and actiwv

is plaeing the sehools of that town upon a most-emient- foting, and Kitth

the reportsand regulations which they have acdopted and published frath
time to time we have made some valuable extracts. The suoject of
authorized school books having been lately under consideration, the Board
adopted the following report of a sb-eemmittee on the subjectS After
referring to some proprsed arruagements,. they state that "they fwi that a

departure frem the established ries in this partieular would b a dangewffus
course, and might at a future tine bes productive of evil. * * *Te

feel satisfied that the law gies the Board or its offcers no discretionary

powuer in this particular, and the constant spirit and intention of the varions
enaetments upon thiis subjeet,, are to the effect that no book@ not authorixed
by the Council of Public Instruction shull be used in any Conmmona Shebol

in Upper Canada. To illustrate their opinion the Committee sugbjoin the
following extracts from the Cominon School Act 13 and 14 Vie., cap 48:

Sec. 14 enacts that no foreigu books in the Englisi branches of education
shall be used in any Model or Common Sehool, without the epres pe-
mission of the Councit of Publie Instruction.

Sec. 22, Sub. Sec. 10.-Requires Trustees in towns, &e., te- see thati al
pupils in the Sch-ools are duly supplied withan uniform eries of at7(rized

text-books.
Seo. 29, Sub. Sec. 3.-County Boards of Public Instruction are to seleet

from a list of text-books, recommended as adthorized by the Comneit of
Publie Instrution, sch boska as. they shan tihink bSt adoptéd fo ue. in
the Common Schools of the County.

Sec. 31, Sub. Sec. 5.-Provides, that it shall be the duty of each Loal
Superintendent of Sehools to prevent the use of unauthorizdand te
recommend the use of authorized, books in each school.

Sec. 35, Sub. Sec. 9.-Empowers the Chief Superintendent of Education
to submit all books and nnaseriptsthathraaty be plated in his hands to the
Council of Publie Instruetiou, to obtain thieil sanctiod befor they can be

introdueed, as test books
Sec. 38, Sub. Sec. .- P-vider that the Council- of Public nstruetten

shal examine, reeommend; or di provar of text bools far the use f
Sehools; and further, that no portion of the Legislative School Grant sslau
be employed in aid of any School in which any book is-used that ha been
disapproved of by the Council.

- VIsiNG TIHE SCEoLs.-The Guelph floard make the following

excellent suggestions on this subject: "Your Committee wou'd suggest
that an examination and report made by the Visiting Committeoe ef-ad
school at senté time; in the interim bet-ween the regular quartierly exami-
nation of the Local Superintendent, would, in. their opinion, be au kapeent*.
ment, and make the Members of the Board more perfeetly oenaat
with the wants, mquirements, xnd practical wor1fuga of the various
Schools, as well as afford additional encouragement to the teachers in the
performance of their arduous duties."

BRITISH AMD COLOIftAk.
- THE ABERDEEN COLLEGES UNITED.-The Gazette publishes an

ordinance from the Scottish Universities' Commissioners ordaining that
from and after the 1,th Ocober nxet, the two Univeraities shall be fused
into one, under-the name of the University'eof Aberdeeu. The ordinance
further directs ; "That there shall not be more than one Professorship in
anv one branch of instruction in the Faculty of Arts in the University of
Aberdeen. That the classes in the Faculty of' Arts, with the exception of
the class of Natural History, and the classes in the Faculty of Divinity, in
University of Aberdeen, shall assemble and b taught in that portion
of the University Buildings, hitherto belonging to, and ooeupied by Kiing's
College, with any additions that may be made thereto; and those le the
Faculty of Law and Medicine, and alIso the class of Natural History, shall
assemble and be taught in that portion of the University Buildings belong-
ing to, and occupied by Marichal College, with any additions that may be

made thereto. That the general Library of the University shall be kept at
that portion of the University Buildings belonging te, and occupied by,
King's College, but any library or libraries to be appropriated to tehe
Faculties of Law and NIedicine shall be placed in buildings convenient for
the use of these Faculties."

- MELBoaenE UNIvERsITY ADMITTED TO IMPEIAL RANKL-" Downing
Street, Marchl 19.-The Queen has been graciously pleased. to direct that
letters patent be paseed under the Great Sera, gasidng and deest'ing that
the degree of achelor of Arts; Maser of Arts, Bachelor of Medlein,
Doctor of Medicine, Bacheloer of Lga; Doctor of etaws, Bahelor of Maid,

[vil,


