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position of the motives which proved decisive to 
each individual volunteer. And, indeed, how could 
they—simple men fat away from the heart of the 
Empire—be expected to have grasped the nature 
of the German menace when the whole of a great 
historic party in England was blind to it six months 
before the war broke out? Was a bank clerk in 
Toronto, or a book-keeper in Sydney, or a squatter 
in Rhodesia, to appreciate the ultimate tendency of 
German policy when the Chairman of the National 
Union of Liberal Federations, himself a Privy 
Councillor, was declaring that as a business man he 
preferred the sanctions of International Law to the 
protection of the British Fleet; when members of 
Parliament were forming each year a powerful 
committee to fight the Naval Estimates; when 
official invitations to suspend shipbuilding pro­
grammes gave annual indulgence to the Teuton 
sense of humour; when German editors and pro­
fessors in yearly deputations exploited the sim­
plicity of their silly hosts; and when, finally, states­
men in high places paid periodic and public tribute 
to the sincerity and humanity of German Kultur} 

To ask these questions is to answer them. The 
majority of those who stood to the Colours did so 
because they saw that at that moment the Empire 
was in peril. The circumstance that neither they 
nor their leaders were responsible for the policy 
which brought us, wholly unprepared on the military 
side, to the most gigantic struggle in history, 
seemed to them no sufficient reason for refusing to 
fight while the fight lasted. But it may be pointed 
out that many of their leaders had a very clear 
vision of the dangers in our path. They saw the


