
TO THE PUBLIC.

There can be no subject more interesting, and more important to be

preserved, than what relates to the settlement of this country, with the

hardships suffered and perils encountered by our forefathers. They

had not only to contend against all the evils attendant upon subduing a

wilderness and guarding against starvation, but to defend themselves

against a numerous savage foe, who were naturally jealous of the

English, and opposed to their getting possession of their country.

Though they at first seemed disposed to treat them as friends, yet most

of the tribes in New England afterwards became their most inveterate

enemies, and a bloody war continued till they were destroyed or driven

from the country. For a period of something like a century and a

half, these wars continued, and formed the most important subjects of

discussion both in private circles and in legislative proceedings ; during

which time a great many extraordinary events took place, that were the

subjects of narrative, which were published in pamphlets, or handed

down from one generation to another by tradition. To preserve all

that is worthy of being recorded, will be found not only interesting to

the reader at the present time, but will be of the utmost importance to

the forming a correct history of our country.

The following work is a compilation from various sources, and, as

now published, forms a pretty correct account of the Indian wars, from

the first settlement of the country to the present time. Mr. Trumbull

prepared, as it is understood, from papers left by his ancestors, a history

of these wars, from the landing of the pilgrims to the death of King

Philip ; with some account of the savage barbarities committed on our

eastern and western frontiers. This, as far as it goes, is probably as

correct and authentic an account of these events as can be expected to
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