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wliy, the renJezvoiij, ami time of the af-

lembly. Being arrived he nukcth kmg

orations unto tlicm upon tlicoccilion whiclj

iiollcreii, ami for tocncour.it'c them. At

every propolition he dem.itulcth their ad-

vice, and it they give conltnt they all nuke

an excl.imation, faying //.;«, if not, fomc

Sjgamss, will bi-gin to (JHrak, and fay

what he thinketh goal of it, being Iwth

the one and the other well heard. Their

Suirrim wars are made but by furpri'ics, in the dark
ofihei*-

o|- (hg „jg|,t^ or by moon-fhinc, by am-

bufhments, or fubtilty 4 which is general

throughout all thofc Indies. For we have

feen, in the firft book in what falhion the

Ihridians do make war, and the linijilidiis

do nootherwifc. And the furprizes being

done, they come to handy blows, and do

fight very often by day.

But before they go from home, ours, I

mean the Souriquoii^ have this cultom to

make a fort, within which all the young

men of the army do put themlelves, where

being, the women come to compafs them

about, .and to keep them asbefieged. See-

ing themfclves fo environed they make faU

lies, for to fliun and deliver themlelves out

ofprifon. The women that keep watch

do rcpulfe them, do arrcft them, do their

beft endeavour to take them ; and if they

be taken they lay loads on them, do beat

them, ftrip them, and by fuch a fuccefs

they take a goal prefige of the war they

go to make ; if they cfcape it is an evil

fign.

They have alfo another cuuom concern-

ing fomc one particular man, who bring-

ing an enemies hc.id, they make great

feafts, dances and fongs for many days •,

and whilft thefe things be doing, they (Irip

the conqueror, and give him but fome bad

mg to cover himlclf withal i but at the

end of eight days or thereabout, after the

fcalt, every one doth prcfent him with

fomcthing to honour him for his valour.

SucceiTion The captains amongft them take their

ofcaptains degree by fucceflion, as the regality in

thele our parts, which is to be underftood

if the fon of Sagamos imitateth the virtues

of his father, for otherwifc they do as in

the old time, when that firft the people

did chufe kings •, whereof John de Miung
author of the Reman de la Rofe, fpeaking,

he faith, that. They cbofe the talleft^ that

had the btggefi body, and biggeji bones amongjl

them, and viade him their prince and lord.

But this S^^d;/>0i hath not an abfolute autho-

rity among them, but fuch as Tacitus re-

portethofthe ancient German kings ; "The
' power of their kings, faith he, is not

" free, nor infinite, but they conduft
" the people rather by example, than by
*• commandment." In Virginia and in

Floruit they are more honoured than among
the Sourtqucii : Ua jn Hrajil he that hatn
taken and killed moll priloners, they will

take hun for captain, and yet hii children

m.-iy not inherit that dignity.

Their arms, arc the tirll which were inTh.-fiiv«;

ufe after tlic creation of the world, clubi, gtiauuH

bows, and arrows \ for .is for (lings and croli.-

bows they have none, nor any weapons of
iron or flecl, much Id's thofc that luiman
wit hath invented fincc two hundred ycjrs,

to counterfeit the thunder j nor rams, or

other ancient engines of battery.

They are very fkilful in fhooting an ar- Fvccllcnt

row, and let that be for an example, "'•*'"*•

which is recited heretofore of one that

was killed by the /Irmotichiquois, having a

little dog pierced, together with him,
with an arrow fhot afar off. Yet I would
not give them the pr.iilcs due 10 many
nations of this hither world, which have
been famous for that cxercife, as the Sty-

Ihians, Getes, Sarmates, Goths, Scots, Par-
tbians, and all the people of the fuijl, of

whom a great number were fo ikiltul,

that they had hit a hair j which the holy

fcripturc witnefleth of many of God's peo-

ple, namely of the Benjamitcs, who going
to war againft I/racl : Of all this people,

faith the fcripturc, there were/even hundred

(ho/en men, being left handed i all thefe

could fling a flone at an hair's breadth, and

not fail. In Crete, there was an jllccn, fo

fkillull an archer, that a dragon c.trrying

away his fon, he purfued after him, and

killed him without hurting his child. One
may read of the emperor Domitian, that

he could direft his arrow far off, between

his two fingers, being fpread abroad. The
writings of the ancients make mention of

many who (liot birds through, flying in

the air, and of other wonders w Iiich our la-

vages would admire at. ButnotwithflanJ-

ing they are gallant men and good war-

riors, who will go through every place,

being backed by fomc number of French'

men \ and which is the fccond thing next

unto courage, they can endure hardncfs

in the war, lye in the fnow, ami on the ice

fuller hunger, and by intermifTion feed

thcmfelveswith Imoke, as we havcfaid in

the former chapter. P'or war is callcti mi- ^'om

Ma, not out of the word mollitia, as L'l-
^hence

j>ian the lawyer and others would have it,
(i,^ ^^^^j

by an antiphraflical manner of fpeaking-, malici- or

but of militia, which is as much as to fay miUtiii.

duritia, kakia, or of affliilio, which the

Greeks do call kakcfis. And fo it is taken

in St. Matthew, where it is faid, that the

day hath enough ofhis o^vn grief, kakia, that

is to fay, his affUHion, his pain, his labour,

his hardnefs, as St. Hierome doth expound
it very well. And tlie word in St. Paul,

kako-


