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Tlies" rciiiaiiiH were found in tlic town of I'iill River, in IJristol

county, IMassachusotts, about eighteen months since.

In digging down a hill near the village, alirge mass of earth slid

ofT, leaving in the bank, and partially uncovt;red, a human skull,

whirh oil examination was found to belong to a body buried in a

sitting posture ; the head being about one loot below whiit liitd lieen

for many years the surface of the ground. The surrounding earth

was carefully removed, and the body found to bo enveloped in a cover,

ing of coarse bark of a dark color. Within this envelope were fiiuiid

the remains of another of eoarse cloth, made of fiiii* bark, and aitoiit

the texture of a Manilla collee bag. On tht; breast was a plate of

brass, thirteen inches long, six broad at the upper end and five at the

lower. This plate appears to have been cast, and is from one eighth

to three thirty.seconds of an inch in thickness. It is so much cor-

roded, that whether or not aey thing was engraved upon it has not

yet been ascertained. It is cval in form—the edges being irregular,

apparently madi .o by corrosion.

IJelow the breast.plate, and entirely encircling the body, was a

belt composed of brass tubes, each four and a half inches in length,

and three sixteenths of an inch in diameter, arranged longitudinally

and close together ; the length of a tube being the width of the belt.

The tubes' are of thin brass, cast upon holiow reeds, and were fasten-

ed together by pieces of sinew. This belt was so placed as to pro.

teot the lower parts i)f the body below the breast-plate. The arrows

are of brass, thin, Hat. and triangular in shape, with a round hole

cut through near the base. The shaft was fastened to the head by

inserting the latter in an opening at the end of the wood, and then

tying it with a sinew through the round hole—a mode of construct,

ing the weapon never practised by the Indians, not even with their

arrows >»i thin shell. Parts of the shaft still remain on some ofthem.

When first discovered the arrows were in a sort of quiver of bark,

which fell in pieces when exposed to the air.

The skull is much decayed, but the teeth are sound, and apparent,

ly those of a young man. The pelvis is much decayed, and the

smaller bones of the lower extremities are gone.

The integuments of the right knee, for four or five inches above

and below, ere in good preservation, apparently the size and shape

of life, although quite black.

Considerable flesh is still preserved on the hands and arms, but

none on the shoulders and elbows. On the back, under the belt, and

for two inches above and below, the skin and flesh are in good pre.

servation, and have the appearance of being tanned. The chest is
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