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weighing forty pounds, one hundred pounds, and
one hundred and eighty pounds respectively. The
windlass and the forty-pound anchor, and the " fid-

dle-head," or carving, on the end of the cutwater,

belonged to the original Spray, The ballast, con-

crete cement, was stanchioned down securely.

There was no iron or lead or other weight on the

keel.

If I took measurements by rule I did not set

them down, and after sailing even the longest voy-

age in her I could not tell offhand the length of her

mast, boom, or gaff. I did not know the center of

effort in her sails, except as it hit me in practice at

sea, nor did I care a rope yarn about it. Mathe-
matical calculations, however, are all right in a

good boat, and the Spray could have stood them.

She was easily balanced and easily kept in trim.

Some of the oldest and ablest shipmasters have
asked how it was possible for her to hold a true

course before the wind, which was just what the

Spray did for weeks together. One of these gen-

tlemen, a highly esteemed shipmaster and friend,

testified as government expert in a famous mur-
der trial in Boston, not long since, that a ship

would not hold her course long enough for the

steersman to leave the helm to cut the captain's

throat. Ordinarily it would be so. One might say

that with a square-rigged ship it would always be

so. But the Spray^ at the moment of the tragedy in

question, was sailing around the globe with no one

at the helm, except at intervals more or less rare.

However, I may say here that this would have had
no bearing on the murder case in Boston. In all


