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CHAPTER IX.

MARRIAGE OF KING FERNANDO TO THE PRINCESS JUANA—
FAMINE AT CORDOVA— DON ALVAR I'EUE/..

AViiEN Queen Berenguela beheld King Fernando returning

in triumph from the conquest of Cordova, her heart was lilttd

up with transport, for there is nothing that more rejoices the

heart of a mother than the true glory of her son. TJie (pieen.

however, as has been abundantly shown, was a woman of

great sagacity and forecast. She considered that upwards of

two years had elapsed since the death of the queen Beatrix,

and that her son was living in widowhood. It is true he was
of quiet temperament, and seemed sufhciently occupied by the

cares of government and the wars for the faith ; so that ap-

parently he had no thought of further matrimony ; but the

shrewd mother considered likewise that he vas in the prime

and vigor of his days, renowned in arms, noble and command-
ing in person, and gracious and captivating in n' .nncrs, and
surrounded by the temptations of a court. True, he was a

saint m spirit, but after all in flesh he was a man, and might

be led away into those weaknesses very incident to, but highly

unbecoming of, the exalted state of princes. The good motlier

was anxious, therefore, that he should enter again into tl.

secure and holy state of wedlock.

King Fernando, a mirror of obedience to his mother, readily

concurred with her views in the present instance, and left it to

her judgment and discretion to make a choice for him. The
choice fell upon the Princess Juana, a daughter of the Count of

Pothier, and a descendant of Louis the Seventh of France

The marriage was negotiated by t^ueen Berenguela with tlie

Count of Pothier ; and the conditions being satisfactorily

arranged, the princess was conducted in due state to Burgos,

where the nuptials were celebrated with great pomp and cere-

mony.
Tlie king, as well as his subjects, was highly satisfied with

the choice of the sage Berenguela, for the bride was young,

beautiful, and of stately form, ami conducted herself with

admirable suavity and grace.

After the rejoicings were over. King Fernando departed

with his bride, and visited the principal cities and towns of

Castile and Leon ; receiving the homage of his subjects, and
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