
I
, Jt

(547)
ftill continued j and that probably the French

might engage in the affiftancc of Spain^ L jre he

could arrive in Great-Britain ; and therefore, know-
ing that no intelligence could get to Europe of the

pri t he had taken, and the treafure he had on
board, till the return of tlie merchantmen from

Canton^ he was refolved to make all pofTible expe-

dition in getting back, that he might be himfdf
the firft meflfenger of his own good fortune, and

might thereby prevent the enemy from forming

any projedls to intercept him : For thefe reafons,

he, to avoid all delay, accepted of the fum ofFered

for the galeon ; and fhe being delivered to the

Merchants the 15th of December 1743, the Centu-

rion^ the fame 'day, got under fail, on her return

to England. And, on the 3d of January^ fhe came

to an anchor at Princess IJland in the Streights of

Sunda, and continued there wooding and watering

till the 8th ; when fhe weighed and flood for The

Cape of Good Hope, where, on the nth of Marchy

fhe anchored in y^i^/^-^^j. ,- :. •^•7
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~ The Cape of Good Hope is fituated in a temperate

climate, where the excefTes of heat and cold are

rarely known ; and the Butch inhabitants, who are

numerous, and who here retain their native indiif-

try, have flock'd it with prodigious plenty oi ^1
fort of fruits and provifions ', mofl of which, either

from the equality of the fcafons, or the peculiarity

of the foil, are more delicious in their kind than

can be met with elfewhere,; So that by thefe, and

by the excellent water which abounds there, this

fettlement is the befl provided of any in the known

world, for the refrefhment of feamen after long

voyages. Here the Conunodorc coi;\tinucd till the

beginning of ApriU highly.4digl>^cd with the


