
!)rct(l —only one, who atteiukcl a Catholic school, aiul camiol
read and write.

Illiteracy in Foreign Countries.

Not bciiiK satisfied hy proviti>( that the schools in Manitoba
were ineflicient hecsmse there are some illiterates in that

conntr> . who never went to the schools, Mr. Wade travels off

to many forei^Mi lands, and says that there are lots of illiterates

there too i.'»7). Now if it is ahsnrd, as I think it plainl\- is,

to try and prove the character of the Catholic sc1um>1s in Mani
toha, hy the lack of edncation in Manitoba of those who never
went to those schools, what better olTare we, when we are t<jld

that there are illiterates in Ital>- also.'' liut the arj;unicnt

seems to be this :

" \V'herev( r tlu' Kojiiaii CHtliolic parochial srlioi)! i> tli*- iiUMliuin ol

t'llucUidii, i^MKHiiiui' is lilf, and wlicii ivjii'iraiin- i-> ;«t lioiiif ciitiu is uol
a stranger." i'>'2) Tlit- Koiiiaii Catholic p.trochial si liool wa.s llu- uu-dimn
of education in Manitoba, thercfort' ij^jnorance was rife.

r deny both statements of this j>roi)osition. I'ntil the last

half century " ijj^norance was rife " everywhere, in c(jmi>ari.son

with the standard of to-day—Roman Catholic, and Protestant,

countries alike, had not the same notions as are now prevalent.

In luijj^land nntil ls70, " education was dependent on volun-

tary enterprise, or casnal endowment," (Knc. Urit, vii. <»7Vh.

Owinj,*^ to the stimulus of state orj^anization and assistance, the

a\erage attendance has increased there by more than "J.'iO per
cent, in the last 'J.') years I Was ICnj^land's condition in INTO
due to the fact that " the Roman Catholic parochial school was
tlie medium of edncation"? During the la.st twenty-five

\ears one country after another has lent its powerful aid to the
spread of education. They did not all start in the .same year,

aiul there are differences in their progress. Italy's effort came
a few years later than England's ; but as any one ma>- see by
the report of the I'nited vStates Commissioners of lulucation for

1.S8.S-!), p. xiv :

" In no Slate of luirope has more strenuous efTorts been made (than
in Ital\ I to provide for education by public schools."

Mr. Wade gives .some statistics ( .')3}. They are absolutely

valueless in arguing as to the character of schools /n Manitoba;

but if anybody thinks that any help can be obtained in that

way. I offer .some oiliers taken bodily from the Encyclopaedia

Britaimica, vol. viii., p. 711 :


