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14 FORTS AND SETTLEMENTS. [1763, Juxe.

consisted of three hundred and thirty soldiers,

traders, and backwoodsmen; and there were also in

the fort about one hundred women, and a still greater

number of children, most of them belonging to the

families of settlers who were preparing to build their

cabins in the neighborhood.^ "We are so crowded

in the fort," writes Ecuyer to Colonel Bouquet,

"that I fear disease; for, in spite of every care, I

cannot keep the place as clean as I should like.

Besides, the small-pox is among us; and I have

therefore caused a hospital to be built under the

drawbridge, out of range of musket-shot. ... I am
determined to hold my post, spare my men, and never

expose them without necessity. This, I think, is

what you require of me."^ The desultory outrages

with which the war began, and which only served to

put the garrison on their guard, prove that among

the neighboring Indians there was no chief of suffi-

cient power to curb their wayward temper, and force

them to conform to any preconcerted plan. The

authors of the mischief were unruly young warriors,

fevered with eagerness to win the first scalp, and

out with a Party of Men, when we were fired upon, and one of the

Serjeants was killed ; but we beat off the Indians, and brought the

Man in with his Scalp on. Last Night the Bullock Guard was fired

upon, when one Cow was killed. We are obliged to be on Duty

Night and Day. The Indians have cut off above 100 of our Traders

in the Woods, besides all our little Posts. We have Plenty of Pro-

visions ; and the Fort is in such a good Posture of Defence, that,

with God's Assistance, we can defend it against 1000 Indians."

1 MS. Letter— Ecuyer to Bouquet, June 5. Ibid., June 26.

2 Ibid., June 16 (Translation).
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