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St.

Iiolc

lilv witliiii it- gr.Kp, ami \vn< ;i l( tr'ir In .ill l.uv-.il)iilini;

I iti/cn*. (iisti(c H.i» .i(liiiitii>ti'rcil In the .MiUrincn, litlur in

thiir own <l'iniicilis, or lach, in tuin, would .itlind at llie

I'dIilc ( 'tliic, M.Trkct Square. .XldL-rniaii I'nrlir (a very wnrlliy

ciiiicn), kept a sii.rc <»\ King street, alioiit win rr (In.- K'lval

lli>iil now >taii>ls, and from licliind his cipinitcr he dispi.ii-.cd

justice to all nho came before hint, and with a strictly impartial

hand. 'Ihirc Iwiii}; no Vij-ilants tisoii, in lS.(i, to keep the

peace ami prevent depredations upon persons and prop 'ty;

and York Point lieini; considered at the tiiin' a- ilir lie h! <|.i.ir-

lers (if sin — the l>irlh-pl.aie of all the treasons. •.tr,ilaj;nns and

rriiiie- that were hatihed in St. Jol'.ii, if there «as aiiv rowdv-

isin at ni.L'hl, any false alarms, here was the ipiirti r to look fitr

tlie trouble in the t'lr.st place. It is an axiom in the l.oinloii

police that St. James is protected liy watchini; St. Ciilcs'. So
ttith St. (ohn fortv vears ago; If an eve wen- kept upon the

iif'itiii' of York point, the city w.is romparativclv safe.

.•\ few weeks In fore Christmas (iS.)i) this liedlam of vice,

suddenly liioke loose— some of its worst spirit.s one night took

it into their he.ids to destroy the city l)v faggot and sword.

Persons passing through Dock street and in I'ortland were

knocked down and train|iled n| on. Four central points of the

citv were sit on lire at the same hour. It w.is premedit.ited

that bv kindling far apart, the hand-engines, being ineflicieiit

and limited In number, could not be concentrated in aiiv one

direction, and therefore the destruction in the uiiprotceled parts

would Ik- inevitable. It was about eight o'clock ; the night was

dark .mil windy. The .\lech.-in;cs' Institute, Trinitv ''hurch, a

vacant house in Lower (.'ove, and another in the neighborhood

of the Cciitenarv L'huri li,, were all siinult.ineouslv set on lire,

the coinbii>iiblcs fo-- which were rleaily tr.ice.ible after the

trouble was ivcr. Kortunatclv it w.is earlv in the evening and

the people wcie about, so that the several tires had not time

to 111,ike headway. 'I'hcv were all put out without much dam.ige

having l"en ilone. Had the tires been kiiiil'ed in the midijle of

the night, it Is a question whether the great c onllagratim of

l.'<77, wmild not have had a precursor or ciunlerpari, ecpiallv

terrible, forty years eailier.

The whole poiiiilation was aroused. Terror prevailed on all

sides. Nobody could tell where the ne.xt blow would likely

fall. .Ml the viilainv of the place appeared to have suddenly

broken loose, the desire Iieing pillage, minder: every other

abominable deviltry that could lie thnnglit of haunted men's

iiiiiuls. with teriible apprehension, as if the town were in .1 state

of siege, anil at any moment the enemy might enter and wreak

vengeance. I shall never foigLt that night, \e.\t day a public

meeting was called. The Conrt House was crowded. Kesolu-

tioiis were pas>ed. The conclusion of the whole m.liter w.is

that a Yi'jilant Committee should be at once organized, and that

th? streets of St. John be [LiiroHed every night dining the re-

niaindei <if the winter. Upwards of four lumdied i iiizens sprang

loithaiid enrolled tliemsehcs; the patrol i onsisted of firty men,

who till ned out in Imns, going on duty .it eight o'clock each night

and par.adlng the .streets, so many to each Ward, under capt.iins

for the several districts, until the dawn of d lylighl. People slept

tasiei .ifler that. Kiom a list, which I possess, of the members

of this Night Watch, I here give you the names of the captains,

«hich mav l>e of interest at the present day, .ind it will also

furnish a commentary upon the shortness of life and food for

solemn reflection a; this Christmas season. It will be seen by

thi- that out of the nuni1)er of captains— siMy-fonr— but ten

survive at this day— foity-two vears after ; and it may be added

that out of four himdied and ten names lall faniili.ir to me), I

find but siMy survivors! The re.nler mav judge by the list of

capt.iins here Liiveii, how tar I am correct in regard to the whole.
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The tiliDiK of a recent date m.ikes lefercuce to scions froin

a f.iinous willow (called the Peiley Willow*, having been plant-

ed in the I >ld lliirial Cimund in commemoration of a biam h

of the Pi. rlcv family, during this Centennial year. This reminds

me of another historical tree affair. When the Prince of W.iles

W.IS born 1 1 think in 17501, his father (leorgc the 1 bird, planti d

in Windsor Forest, an oak, in honor of ihc occasion. How
many bushels of acorns have sprung from this historic tee, I

suppose no..\tbiiricnltiirist in the world could possibly e-.iini.ite ;

but it is said these acorns h.ive been pl.inted all oxer ICni:l.iiid.

bv persons wishing to perpetuate the memory of the i.ViistriMt

'

Prince. I le.irn from tiadition that several of these acoins

found their way into New Prnnswiik in 17SJ, and were planted

during the time or jiist prior to the occupation bv the late Hon.

Jon.ithaii I Idcll, on the pioperty on whii h I.iniien H. ill, it Kied-

ericton, now stands. One oak still suivives, asthe product of one

of ihesa acorns—a magnificent tree, though in some places show-

ing m.irks of decaw As far as can be judged from date, as well

as ti.idition, this oak mav be called a Centennial oak. .Minut

two years ago in the fall, a large (jnantity of the acorns from this

tree was planted in furrows, as an experiment — the next vcar

they germinated and grew rapidly — this year they are handsome

little trees, numbering about five hundred, of which the owner

says he intends to make good use. Here then we have in New
P.rnnswick real Centennial trees, the 1 ffspring of the hand that

planted the p.iieni stem, the same hand that withheld from the

old Colonies iheii just rights until lebellion forced submission —
the same hand that lost Kngland half an empire, but that gained

for the world a Kepiiblic that bids fair to outnnmlicr and out-

shine any one of the great Nations of recorded history, sacred

or profane. Main an illustrious family has no Itetter or mote

legitimate claim to the blue blood that flows in its veins t'roman

ai knowledged stock th.in the lineage of these oaks, whieli .ire

known to be of Uoyal descent, so far as tlie planting of a tree

bv a King can warrant the metaphor.

riiK j\m;i.im. ok nil, nil t s.

Church Pells! What a world of recolleition does this ex-

pression evoke I Tiie pe,als began with our childhood — they

rang us into the world, and the parting knell will be heard bv

the living as the grave chses mer us. Then, there is music in

the belis when rightly attuned. The carillon in Trinity Church

Tower attests to the truth of this. liiit the Sunday chimes of

Trinity some folks cislike. I like thtm. The objection is to

the tremendous clangor of the isrilaied bells, in other towers in

other parts, ihat at Christmas and on .Sundays are mercilessly

mauled by Titan arms, so that the air of St. John is tendered

vocal like niito the sounds of an overcharged thunder clnid.
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