
36 Historical Sketch of Ft. Meios.

Avhom it was so fondly endeared that many brave lives were

sacrificed in strugglin^^ to retain it from the grasp of the white

man.

Tlie outlook from Ft. Meigs embraces many miles in extent,

and every foot of tlie soil within range of the vision has been

nade sacred by deeds of heroism in the history of the country. A
broad ravine, leading from tlie fort on the right, affords a glimpse

of the pretty town of Perrysburg, half hidden by the luxuriant

trees which line its broad avenues, and on the brow of a small

arm of the ravine are still to be seen the outlines of a British bat-

tery which 'I'd terrible execution dui-ing the siege, and was gal-

lantly captured. In the foreground, a few rods from the fort, on

a o-reen hill-top, is the burial s[)(jt of forty-liv^e of Dudley's brave

command, whose graves have never been disturbed. To the left

of this ravine, leading toward the rivei", twenty rods from the fort,

is an elevated, narrow point known as '" Indian Hill, "where Gen.

Harrison located an advance picket guard ; it was the site of an

extensive Indian cemetery, which fact gave it its name.

One mile down the river on the opposite side, is the village

of Miami—the site of Ft. Miami, occupied b}-- the British General

Proctor during the siege. Across the river, opposite Ft. Meigs,

is the town of Maumee, famous in historic lore; occupying a

prominent position on a bluff bank, in the lower part of town,

were located the British mortar batteries during the unpleasant-

ness, and the outlines are still distinctly visible ; on the site of the

Presbyterian and M. E. Churches were planted the main British

gun batteries which did such terrible execution, and were captur-

ed by Col. Dudley's gallant command. About two miiCS above

Maumee is Presque Isle Hill, the scene of the " Battle of Fallen

Timbers."

PRESENT APPEARANCE OF FT. MEIGS.

Many of the heroes wuo defended Ft. Meigs in 1813, have

visited the spot in late years, and have expressed their surprise

that the original contour oi the fort has been so well preserved.

This is accounted for by the fact that a luxuriant and tenacious

sod has preserved the embankments from the effect of storm and

rain, and the proprietor of the domain and the patriotic citizens


