
notlfying- members that the only change
wvas the word 'territories.' and does not
make any reference to tbis other change. It
seems as tbougb the government, la drop-
ping this word, bad one of two objects ln
vlew, eltber to accomplxsb sometbing in the
way of affectlng- the status of schools ln
the west, or te put their opponents ia
the position of caling attention to the
subject, and then belng able to charge
tbem wlth raising a religious furore as
the bon. Secretary of State bas Intimated.
If any sucb trouble as that shall arise,
wblcb I do nlot thlnk is at ail likely,
the government would be beld responsible
for lt, ln making this change in a manner
calculated to excite suspicion. Looking- at
the change in itself, I do not think that it
is at ail Important. If my bon. friend
and bis colleagues bave an object in view
to cause some of their opponents by a
i!use to object and put themselves in a
positi on of ralslng a religious furore, they
may succeed, but 1 hope tbey wlll net. I
do not think that the change makes any
*materlal difference from wbat I can learn
of the scbools in the west, and furthermore,
If there would be ny difference made, it
would be carrying out the policy of the
Conservatlve party witb reference to the
autonomy of the provinces ln the mat-
ter of education. That position was,
that the legisiatures of the different
provinces should bave absolute control of
Iheir own schools. This is simply apply-
ing that principle, and, as 1 do not tbink
Ihat the dropping of the -word will make
any material ýchange, and that it wili be
sirnply la the direction, if il wvas not clear
before. of giving the provinces con-
trol over their schools, I do nlot feel lni
clined to change the clause as it stands.

I may be wrong about that, but these are
my lionest opinions on the subject.
When the Auîonomy Bill was before parlia-

ment, the Conservative party look a
strong aind determined attitude on this

question, that the niatter of schools sbould
be lefI altogether t0 the provinces them-
selves. Now, 1 cannot -see that anything
in this section will bave any different ef-
fect, and 1 congralulate my' hon. friend,
the leader 0f the government in Ibis House,
on comlng over to tbe policy of the Con-
servative party on that subjeel.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-I
should Ilke to ask the Secretary of State
if be kaows of any difficulties Ibat bave
arisea in the past ln reference to tbe dis-
trlbutiôoh 0f the scbool funds ln any of
the western provinces, oulside of Manitoba
as to the character of the schools-wbîch
cxist in tbat country.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-No, I bave heard
nothing. I thought everytbing was mun-
Ding pleasantly and smootbly. I do not
tblnk a single member of the government-
perhaps tbe Minister of the Interior might
-knew that and change was made by drop-
plng the word 'public.' I neyer heard of
it until it was brought t0 my notice bere.

*Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWE.Lb-If aay
difficulty bad arisen, tbat might account for
the leavlng ont of the word 'public.'

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-None has arisen,
everytbing bas been runnlng- pleasantly and
smoothly.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWEIff-In
reference te the realolution referred to by
the hon. senator from Portage La Prairie,
thal is slmply wbat bas been demanded by
Manitoba and the western provinces for
many years. They desire to bave tbe
school funds from the sale of scbool lands
placed at tbeir disposa], independent alto-
getber of the Dominion. The bion, gentle-
man knows that wben these lands were set
apart for school purposes, the Dominion
government retained power te control the
sale of sncb lands, and aise the investiment
of the funds derlved from the sale of the
lands, and that Iben Ihey were distributed
among the provinces. The question arose
as t0 whether the fund -%onld be safer in
the hands of the Dominion for the sake of
the trust for which it wýas created, than
t0 allow eacb of the provinces to deal withi
and expend IL 1 know when the demand
was made ùpon the laIe government, Sir
John Macdonald, tben premier of the coun-
try, declined 10 band over the school fund
to the provinces, on tbe ground Ibat he be-
lieved it would be muchi safer and more
sacredly kept and managed by the Domin-
ion Ihan by allowing It t0 be handed over

t0 the provinces. My own view is that it
would be better t0 allow tUe different pro-
vinces t0 handie and manage ail the public
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