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’:‘t_g{fhﬂy POS'tlon,fnot 1;1 cirder to vm(hcac‘e, myself, | why, in all other cases, they should not be
’ a matter of very little consequence, but toex-, : h
2inte—rat'e the great body of honourable electors in this | Teduced in the same manner that the
thgmfmm,the odium that it is sought to attach to Belleville office has been reduced, if the
are m"ﬁ jecount of the action of a certain few, who - Postmaster General intended his policy to be
g hy supposed to represent them, ; honestly carried out. The defence put inb
most of' had experience of the hononrable bearing of 11"1€stLy © vaout. 1 p y
fon thOf thore who supported me at the last election - the Postinaster General with reference to
. e.Commgms,.I am confident in asserting that ' thege reappointments is, that having re-
¥ Ninety-nine in a hundred of these electors of . d Bellevill ? & °
o est Hastings would have proposed just as I had duced the sellevilie post: office to a towfn
i} xﬁe;l ospecting Coutemplﬂteg C‘Ila"ges in tl]!e office, he left the reappointinent of the dif-
! post ottice. 1 may say that I was scarcely : o .
gf(m;i:med at all in the mattor, but the opinion I gave ferent clerks to the acting postmaster ; but
o w8 who did ask it was this, namely,—that if it | when the papers come down you will find
.gw‘;)“;l‘gk“gctt;ssarf)ﬁ m}th? 1("'\;1}011111“‘1'@? “;Tet‘}lucﬁ that when that instruction was given to the
. of the office here (which I understand a; . gl NN .
{)::.;nf:s thought excessive), it would be better, under | present acting postmaster (for a posbmascgr
i t]Lerl‘ln"lst?ncgs, not to alter the status of the office  has not yet been a,ppdinted ), @ proviso is
app;: Civil Service, but to reduce the staff if it was 'y ade in the letier, that in any appointment
: (eint that more were being employed than were hich 1 kes i <t | de i sord
eral €d.  On the other hand, if the Postmaster (sen. ' Which he makes 1t must Jé made In accord-
the b r‘ﬁvgg 18 the responsible head, insisted on taking ance with the recommendation of the Reform
cane t1oy out of its present standing, that then in that - Association of Belleville. The Reform As-

;Yl}f,a.t. heh’lx:;;:l(:ls::rlie?luSf{xl':)tlllt(t)l:(:\‘jitsitxf:itt:ﬁ(f)tf";];x)z isociation of Belleville met in solemn con-
we,“:?g“‘f d“"“mg to accept the salary provided and | clave, this little knot to which Mr. Ritchie
nd capable and efficient. refers, and with whom he is not at all in

Yours respectfully, . |accord, and insisted that these two parties

I THOS. RITCHIE. |14 whom T have referred should not be re-
v ’;’_ay say those were the views of Conser-|employed, but that a son of a Grand Trunk
sga,wes and Liberals alike. There was|employee, who_ is a Liberal, should receive
thiriely any one in the city who did 'not|one of the positions, and that a daughter ‘of
N nk there were more officers in the servic- |a former president of the Reform Associa-
40 were absolutely necessary, and had the | tion and a former defeated Liberal candidate
thgy of the Postmaster General been in West Hastings, should have the other,
arried out generally, no fault would have - depriving the younglady and young gentle-
®en found. The Postmaster General’s man, who were the partial support of their
iseififncel of the action which has been taken | parents, of ‘the positions which they had
of t;}‘ép y t}}ls, that he desires, as a trustee|held. I have also shown you that the policy
of b Pul:lhc funds, to administer the affairs | hax not been carried out in other cities,
turens ’?‘ﬂlce at the lowest possible expe'ndi- There are ounly three .of. the whole of the
Hag L o that policy no one will object. | city offices in the Dominion whose expenses
ave 'ell'educed all the offices to which T are nct proportionately greater than thqse
S C«'L led attention and placed .them in the : of Belleville, but fortun&te!y for those cities
of (m‘{dtegory, with the exception perhaps they are represex}tﬁd by Liberal mem'bers H
“‘oulddhwa’ Montreal an(.l T().ronto, no one and you can e‘asﬂy understand that if the
justice al\;’e found fault with him. Itisonly Postmaster General propo:ﬂed to reduce
exeuny ft at I . shoul(.l say .here thab' ?he “Charlottetown to a town oflice, whg.b a l\\{e
it ooo or keeping \V]p(l{sor in the p‘o..sxtloniand _cry there would .be from Sir Lpu!s
eXcusePI(_if‘alt,hough it is not a legitimate Davies. You can readily understand, if it
butin \lt;i the fact that it is a large distri- were px0p0§ed to reduce St. Jobn to
Peceié’ng ce lmmedlatfe}y on the frontier, a town office, what a protest would
Uniteq § largely rm;u], matter from the come from the two gentlemen who represent
also hoy tates.  We can readllx undel“stand  that city in the House of Commons. So in
St 1t s that the expenditure in the the caseof Quebec, what a protesbt/hgre'wr)uld
is on . post ofhc.e exceeds the income It |be from Mr. Dobell and Mr. Malouin lf: Que-
ment mﬁ%‘"}lt of its bem‘gi the seat qf govern- | bec was to be degraded from a city office to
Pass ;»l;r la-f'ge quantities of mail matter a town oftice for the'reason assigned by _t.he
Payin ough, as you are all aware, w.lthout Postrpast;er General in the case of Belleville,
reaso E vf}(:§tage. I have already given a, that it would cost the country a great deal
Xpendiy 1c}3 has been advanced why the less to manage the business of these different
eXceed, :l:‘e in the Charlottetown post office | offices under the new system than under
§ the revenue, but there is no reason | the present system. Now, I am not defend-




