
[MARCH 14, 18981

te niy position, not in order to vindicate mtyself,
onhch is a 'natter of very little consequence, but to ex-

'-"rtethe great bod of honourable electors in thisi

why, in ail other cases, they should not be
reduced in the saine inanner that the

213

yty from .the odium that it is sought to attach to Belleville office lias been reduced, if the
then on account of the action of a certain few, who Postmnaster General intended his policy to beare POpularly supposed to) reî>resent thiern.

Having exprience of the 1on<rable bearing of htnestly carried out. The defence put in by
mOst of those who supported mie at the last election the Postinaster General with reference tofor the Conmons, I aim confident in asserting that these reappointments is, that having re-
fuiiy ninety-ine in a hundred of these electors of
West Hastings would have proposed just as I had duced the Belleville post office to a townsug eted respecting contenplated changes in the office, lie left the reappointment of the dif-
c Pns ofice 1 was scarceiY ferent clerks to the acting postmaster ; but

t those who did asmk it was this, niameily,--that if it when the papers come down you will find%vas found necessary in the public interest to reduce that when that instruction was given to thethe eXl)en,>e( of the office here (wltich I understaîtd 'tii
iParties thougit excessive), t would be better, under present acting postnaster (for a postmaster

meistaiices not to alter the status of the office lias not yet been app$lnted), a proviso is
aiparentvil Service, but to reduce the staff if it was made in the letter, that un any appointmentthat more vere being employed than were
needed. On the other hand ir the Postmaster (Gen- which lie makes it must he made in accord-
eral, who 1s the responsible head, insisted on taking ance with the recommendation of the Reform
the ofl'ce out of its present standing. that then in that Association of Belleville. The Reform As-

cseth i>ostmaster ought to be direetel to emplovwhat help was iee<ded froni the existing staff of eni sociation of Belleville met in solemn con-
er ees if willing to accept the salary provided and clave, this little knot to which Mr. Ritchie

ound capabie and efcient refers, and with whom he is not at ail in
Yours respectfully, accord, and insisted that these two parties

THOS. RITCHIE. to wlom I have referred should not be re-
I lay say those were the views of Conser- employed, but that a son of a Grand Trunk
vatives and Liberals alike. There was iemployee, who is a Liberal, should receive
scarcely any one in the city who did -not one of the positions, and that a daughter of
think there were more officers in the servic a former president of the Reform Associa-
than were absolutely necessary, and had the tion and a former defeated Liberal candidate
Policy of the Postmaster General heen in West Hastings, should have the other,carried out generally, no fault would have depriving the young lady and young gentle-
been found. The Postnaster General's iman, who were the nPartial support of their
.efence of the action which has been taken parents, of 'the positions whicli they had
1s simply this, that he desires, as a trustee held. I have also shown you that the policy
'If the public funds, to administer the affairs ha not been carried out in other cities.
of his office at the lowest possible expendi- There are only three of the whole of the
ture. To that policv no one will object. city offices in the Dominion wlose expenses
h ad he reduced ail thle offices to which I are n< t proportionately greater than those
have called attention anîd placed themn in tbe of Belleville, but fortunately for those citiessaule category, with the exception perhaps they are represented by Liberal iembers ;o Ottawa, Montreal and Toronto, no one and you can easily understand that if the
wuldce have found fault with hini. It is only Postmaster General proposed to reduce

that I should say here that the Charlottetown to a towin oflice, wvhat a, hue
excuse for keeping Windsor in the position and cry there would be f rom Sir Louis
exOccupies-although it is not a legititmtate Davies. You can readily understand, if it
excuse-is the fact that it is a large distri- were proposed to reduce St. John to

cng office immediately on the frontier, a town office, what a protest wouldIng largely mail natter froin the come froin the two gentlemen who represent
lnited States. We can readily understand that city iii the House of Commons. So inhtt ow it is that the expenditure in the the caseof Quebec, what a protestttherewould
is awa post office exceeds the income It be f roi Mr. Dobell and Mr. Malouin if Que-Ien account of its being the seat of govern- bec was to be degraded from a city office to
lent, and large quantities of mail matter a town office for the reason assigned hy thePas through, as you are all aware, without Postmaster General in the case of Belleville,
Paying Postage. I have already given a that it would cost the country a great deal

.l which has been advanced why the less to manage the business of these different
ePenditure in the Charlottetown post office offices under the new system than under
exceeds the revenue, but there is no reason the present system. Now, I am not defend-


