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municipal taxes on the bridges, on the rail line, in the mountains
going across the chasm.

What is going on in Canada at the moment is that we are
taxing our mines, taxing our natural resources at such a rate that
we are going to put them out of production.

The government saw firsthand how a reduction of cigarette
tax created a greater volume of revenue through the increase in
consumption. If we were to take a hard look at what we are doing
in terms of taxes on our coal mines, on our mineral producers, on
our natural resource producers, we would see that by lowering
the taxes they would be able to increase demand.

Our party is in an interesting position because on one side of
the coin, particularly with respect to Bill C-48, we are saying
that the Department of Natural Resources must be downsized at
the federal level. There must be more power to be able to
regulate at the provincial level. We must see a decrease in
expenditures at the federal level and we must see a decrease in
control.

That is our position. However I must relate to the House that
there is an interesting situation in the province of British
Columbia where there is an NDP government. It seems to have
some kind of an idea that it can do things completely out of
context to what world demands are. It has come forward with a
study called “The Committee on Resources and Environment”’,
CORE. Under CORE there have been studies. There has been
input from a tremendous number of people. It has come back
with a report that supposedly has a very broad base. I see more
regulation, not only taxes.

It is not just me. I will read very briefly from a couple of news
reports. Cranbrook city council will oppose implementation of
the east Kootenay CORE report recommendation. In unveiling
the report Owen, the person responsible for putting the report
together, said east Kootenay CORE table members can take
pride in the fact they put it together. This has been an ongoing
process for about 18 months. That did not sit well with council-
lors Ron Tarr and Jim Kenelly. “It was not a made in the
Kootenay report”, Tarr said. “It was a Stephen Owen report”,
said Kenelly.

In speaking to the people who took the time, and they took a
lot of time to get into the consultation process, I am told that the
CORE report simply does not reflect what was agreed to at the
table. The regional district of east Kootenay on Friday passed a
resolution asking the provincial government to delay adoption
of the CORE report until it heard from area municipalities. The
east Kootenay district said it had grave concerns about the plan.

Lest we think it is just the politicians who are getting into the
act here, the workers at Crestbrook Forest Industries Cranbrook
sawmill have joined the list of those opposing Stephen Owen’s
east Kootenay land use report. Scott Manjack said CFI manage-
ment has had its say and now it is their turn. The workers may
agree with company officials but feel they should have a voice

as well. In this instance we are on the same side, which is not
always the case.

We would not normally expect the workers on the green chain
or the workers who are on the tools to necessarily be in tune with
the company. Then we hear from a person who is actually in the
office with the staff. There is a grassroots opposition group
forming to fight the east Kootenay CORE report. Members fear
it could ruin the industry. ‘““We are little concerned about its
economic implications”, said Kay Eff, ‘“no we are a lot con-
cerned”’. Eff is a member of the Canadian Women and Timber
Organization and an employee of Crestbrook Forest Industries.
She said: “This is not about my employer; it is about our
economic future here”.
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Finally, we look again at the mining side. The CORE report
recommends increasing protected areas where resource extrac-
tion is excluded from 13.1 per cent to 16 per cent. Coal bearing
crown lands in the east Kootenay represent approximately 4 per
cent of the area and yet coal mining is the single largest
contributor to economic wealth. Coal lands designated as dedi-
cated represent only 35 per cent of the total area of coal bearing
lands, excluding private lands.

The difficulty with this report and the reason I bring it to the
attention of the House is that even when we talk about the
potential of downloading some of the responsibility, the people,
our constituents, whether they are voting at the regional district
level, at the municipal level, at the provincial level, or at the
federal level, must make their representatives accountable. The
representatives must be responsible in the recommendations
they bring forward.

I had an opportunity a number of months ago to make a trip on
the west coast with some members of the European Union. They
came over to take a look at our clear cutting. I found it quite
fascinating that as we were travelling north from Nanaimo to
Port Alberni they were looking out the window trying to figure
out what these tall things were beside the road. Of course they
were 90-foot trees. They were a little bit nonplussed. They
really did not know what it was they were looking at because a
map that had been provided to them in Europe by the Sierra Club
showed it as a desert.

The legend of the map said that this area had been logged, was
going to be logged, or was actually out of production. Yes, it had
been logged. It had been logged 40 years ago and now we have
90—foot trees beside the road. They were wondering what was
going on.

As a direct result of that trip the natural resources committee
undertook a study on clear cut logging. The committee made a
couple of recommendations and this comes from the report back
to the House from the natural resources minister: “Canada
believes that internationally agreed rules would help all nations
in their efforts to move toward sustainable forest management.
Canada through the Canadian Council of Forest Ministers and in
consultation with a broad range of stakeholders has begun a



