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Private Members’ Business

Also, from The Toronto Star of March 23 of this year: 
“Pedophile gets three years for assault on boy 12 years of age”. 
It reads in part: “It was a matter of trust, a trust bought by 
camping trips and outings to amusement parks like Canada’s 
Wonderland. But as Kevin Starnaman himself admitted yester­
day after pleading guilty to sexually assaulting a 12-year old 
boy and filming the deviant acts”, and this is the quote of a 
convicted pedophile, “society must be protected from persons 
like myself”.

I say again that a convicted pedophile says to us in this 
Parliament as legislators: “society must be protected from 
persons like myself”.

One of the difficulties, again as a legislator coming to this 
august assembly, is that very frequently there are measures 
taken, whether we are talking about justice issues or whatever 
the legislation before us that are half measures, quarter mea­
sures, mincy steps, sometimes in the judgment of individual 
members steps in the wrong direction. Clearly there must be 
unanimous consent on the part of all members of this House that 
our first priority must be the protection of Canada’s children.

What is another thing we can do? In light of the fact that we 
are having difficulty in terms of coming forward and there are 
charter concerns and so on and so forth, and we have already 
uncovered one which is a registry, let us take a look at what 
might happen if we were to take tougher corrective action and 
actually bring a grid to sentencing.

I will give just a few examples. A 41-year old male was 
charged with several counts of sexual assault and gross indecen­
cy on five children between the ages of five and nine. Pictures of 
the sexual act were taken and retained. These pictures were 
seized along with sex aids and other pornographic movies. Do 
you know what he got? He was convicted and sentenced to an 
amazing 23 months.

Some hon. members: Shame.

Mr. Abbott: A 43-year old male was charged with gross 
indecency on several young females aged from 4 to 13 years. He 
took pictures of the girls during the acts. These pictures were 
seized, plus other pornographic tapes. That is several young 
females.

half intelligent comments. I have had a feeling of putting my 
head into a toilet.

Members of Parliament must make the protection of children 
a first priority. I mention the frustrations of being a member of 
Parliament. From time to time I get the impression that we move 
at glacial speed in this House. No matter how urgent the issue, it 
is highly unusual for this House to move with dispatch. Even as 
we sit here speaking again and again about awful issues like this 
one, we move at glacial speed.

In doing some research I came across an article from the 
Globe and Mail of June 1, 1994. The headline is “Ottawa 
ponders nationwide registry of child abusers”.

The article reads in part: “A national registry of people 
convicted of sexually abusing children could help prevent 
schools and child care centres from unwittingly hiring offend­
ers, says a government discussion paper released yesterday. 
Children could be better protected from sexual abuse by pre­
venting known sex offenders from having positions of trust or 
responsibility with children, says the 19-page document. But it 
draws no conclusions about how to set up such a registry or what 
it might cost taxpayers. However, the report says research 
suggests society pays roughly $200,000 each time sex offenders 
repeat their crime, on investigations, prosecutions, imprison­
ment and judgment”. In other words, clearly on the basis of this 
report it is basically saying that we are already spending the 
money so why do we not spend the money more wisely, 
particularly in the area of prevention?
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By way of this speech I remind the justice minister that it says 
here “the justice minister, Allan Rock, has promised the registry 
will be operating by fall once the government has reviewed 
comments from the public”.

I can appreciate that this is a sensitive issue, particularly as it 
relates to charter issues. I can appreciate that this has to go 
forward responsibly and well by the justice minister. At the 
conclusion of the article it says: “A similar provincial registry 
in British Columbia was shut down in 1984 after a court 
challenge. A Manitoba registry survived a challenge last year 
when three teachers suspected of child abuse lost a legal effort to 
keep their names off the list”.

I raise that because it was clearly evident on the basis of the 
motion put forward by the member when she asked that this 
House give unanimous consent that this go forward that unani­
mous consent was denied. We have to ask the question then in 
the light of that what is it that we can do?

I have three suggestions. The first suggestion I have already 
made, that the justice minister as quickly as possible fulfil what 
I took to be a commitment that there will be a registry so that 
repeat offenders will not have access to the young children of 
Canada or at least as easy access as they presently have.
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He is presently before the courts.

A male was charged with gross indecency involving two 
13-year old boys. A search warrant located photographs of 
young males in a very compromising position that I do not 
choose to read to this House. He was sentenced to all of two 
years.

A 51-year old male sexually assaulted two boys aged seven 
and eight years, taking various photographs of them. The 
accused distributed these photographs to pedophile magazines 
in the United States. A search warrant located the photos of


