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0-a! Questions

plus $40 a barrel in tax, greater than the price of crucle is

today. Whai. is fie really 1or, Mr. Speaker?

Mr. Bol) Kilger (Stormont-Drndas): Mr. Speaker, my
question is clirected to the Minister of Consumer and
Corporate Affairs.

Th fe govern ment fias a duty to ensure that Canadians
are flot bcing taken acîvantage cf by priee gouging as a
resuli. cf companies using the IPersian Gulf crisis as an
avenue to boost their profits.

15 he preparcd, along with the Minister of Fnergy, to
requesi immecliately oil companies to provide the gov-
ernment witfi a detailed report to justify the gasoline
price increases tfiat bave occurred across Canada?

Hon. ,lake Epp (Minister of Energy, Mines and Re-
sources): Mr. Speaker, as 1 said in thie House before in a
statement on September 27, I expeet the oil companies
to aci responsibly.

We went througb the various prieing meefianisms
todîy witb thec ministers of encrgy. Theu bon. memberwill
note îfiat îfie increase in thie price cf energy relative to
crude price increase as against increases in the price at
thie pumps is rougbly baif at thie pumps as against crude
p rîces.

He will also bave to take note tfiat tficrc arc some
provinces xvbicfl, tfirougfi thie publie utility boards tfiat
tfiey bave set up, are looking at thle type of monitoring
for tficir provincial prieing.

The tfiîrd point 1 make 10 flîm is tfiat we are monitor-
ing thie prieing tfirougb thie Petroleum Monitoring
Agcncy on a \veekly basîs. If tfiere is any evidence of
gouging, 1, aiong %witb my colleague the Minister of
Consumer and Corporate Affairs, xvould under thie
legislation take thie proper action.

Mr. Bob Kilger (Stor-mont-Duindas): Mr. Speaker, I
bave a supplementary question dirccted Io thie Minister
cf Consumer and Corporate Affairs.

[Translation]

1'he Consumners Association of Canada wants an
investigation of thie petroleum industry in connection
witfi unacceptable increases in the price cf gas. Wiil the

minister order an investigation today, one that is crucial
for Canadian consumners?

Hon. Pierre Biais (Minister of Consumer and Corpo-
rate Affairs and Minister of State (Agriculture)): Mr.
Speaker, my coticague, the Minister of Energy, has
answcred that question quite clearly. I tfiink the hon.
member-

Some hon. members: No, no!

Mr. Biais: Mr. Speaker, if I were given a chiance to
reply-

Some hon. members: Ob, oh!

Mr. Biais: The hon. member is aware that we have a
Bureau of Competition Policy that is able to chieck wfiat
is bappening in the ou industry. The director told me he
is foilowing deveicpments vety closely. I believe that this
morning, he attended the federal provincial meeting t0
find out wvfat is happening in the cil sector.

Wc are coneerned, and 1 am as concerned as anybody
cisc about tbe inereasing price of gas. On bebaif cf
consumers-

Some hon. members: Ob, oh!

Mr. Biais: Mr. Speaker, I amn as concerncd as the ncxt
person, as ail Canadian consumners are, about the in-
crease in thie price cf gas. However, we must find cut
wfiat the reasons are, and what we can do to intervene.

In fact, that is what we have donc. The director cf the
Bureau cf Competition Policy is doing bis job, and my
colleague, the Minister cf Encrgy, is doing his. We xviii
watcfi very closely what fiappens during the next few
weeks. I believe that together with the provinces, wc
bave a responsibility to kecp a close cye on devclop-
ments in the price of gas in this country, Mr. Speaker.

[Englishl

POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION

Mr. Howard McCurdy (Windsor-St. Clair): Mr.
Speaker, this is National Students' Day and I have a
question for the President of thle Treasury Board on
befiaif of Canadian students. Many of these students
bave incurred quite huge and oncrous debts as a resuit of
thie Student Loan Program, somne quite a good deal more
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