. Canada and the War

COMMONS

On this Dominion day, July 1, 1943, the
world scene is vastly changed from a year ago.
The united nations have everywhere gained
the initiative. In the Atlantic, in the
Mediterranean, in Europe, in the far east,
and in the Pacific—in fact, in every theatre
of war, there are substantial reasons for
encouragement. The united nations are pre-
pared for even fiercer fighting. They have
steeled themselves to endure heavy losses,
and to meet reverses and setbacks. All are
determined to do their utmost to win. All
now believe that their combined efforts will
result in ultimate victory.

Each Dominion day in war time has marked
steady progress in Canada’s contribution to
the cause of freedom. In 1940 we had only
one division of our army overseas, a mere
handful of airmen in action, a few ships on
the Atlantic. Air training was only beginning;
war production barely beyond the stage of
planning and organization.

In 1941, our army overseas had served
for a year as a bulwark of Britain’s defences
in the period of her gravest peril; our trained
airmen were already a considerable factor in
combat; our navy, greatly expanded, was
taking a growing share in guarding the vital
north Atlantic sea lanes; our war production
and our foodstuffs had proved essential to
Britain’s continued resistance.

In 1942, our forces on land, at sea, and in
the air had still further expanded. Canada’s
fighting men had continued to keep the world’s
citadel of freedom secure from invasion. Our
fighting men had seen action on every sea
and in the air, over almost every battlefront
in a world-encircling conflict. Our war pro-
duction was approaching its peak; our pro-
duction of foodstuffs reached heights which
seemed incredible. Qur country was approach-
ing a total effort.

To-day, July 1, 1943, as the united nations
everywhere turn to the offensive, Canada is
ready to take her full part in the forthcoming
combined assault upon the enemy. We have
mobilized our production, our forces, and our
resources for the great offensive.

The war effort of Canada—on the production
lines of the home front, in the skies over
many an embattled land, on all the seas
around the world, and in preparation for the
supreme offensive against the European strong-
hold of the nazi enemy—is an evidence of our
strength and of our purpose. It is an affirma-
tion of our faith in the cause for which all
the united nations fight. It is a gauge of
Canada’s emerging importance among the
great nations of the world.

In the course of the last great war, we saw
general recognition given to Canada’s status
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as a nation; a status later accorded full recog-
nition at the imperial conference of 1926, and
still later confirmed by the parliament of the
United Kingdom in the statute of West-
minster. In the course of the present war,
we have seen Canada emerge from nationhood
into a position generally recognized as that of -
a world power.

In the greetings which have come to the
governent from many parts of the British
commonwealth, and from foreign countries,
this note has been predominant. The con-
sensus is summed up, I believe, in the follow-
ing paragraphs, which, according to a Canadian
Press cable, appeared to-day in a leading Lon-
don newspaper:

Britain and the empire join in a salutation
on the dominion’s 76th birthday.

They hail her not only as a member of our
group of peoples, but as a world power in her
own right.

Such is the energy of her people that indus-
trially, and by measure of armed power, Canada
ranks fourth in all the company of the united
nations.

As our contributions to the war effort of the
united nations have increased, so also has the
stature of our nationhood. We are all proud
of the extent to which mutual aid from Can-
ada is helping other allied nations in arms, in
the fight against axis aggression. In the years
that lie ahead, our country will have respon-
sibilities never hitherto imagined. There will
be tasks of helping to feed the liberated
peoples whose homes and homelands have been
destroyed and despoiled; of joining in the
economic rebuilding of shattered national
economies, and coordinating them within a
world-wide system of interchange of goods and
services; of sharing in the ordering of the
world community for the future, so that there
may be peace and justice, freedom and security
for all. These are great tasks for any nation.
We are already preparing to take our full
share of these tasks.

The realization that we may still be at war
when we reach July 1st of next year must
certainly colour our thoughts and remem-
brances on this national anniversary.

The new year of our existence as a dominion,
which begins to-day, will witness the supreme
effort of Canada. Our people may, in the
course of its days, be called upon- to pass
through an ordeal greater than our country
has ever experienced. In that ordeal we know
that our fighting men will nobly uphold the
honour of our country; that they will display
the utmost resourcefulness, fortitude and
heroism. The coming months will demand
from all of us steadiness, determination and
the utmost unity.



