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The Budget-Mr. Woodsworth

quarters it is considered to be somewhat of a
high-brow journal; perbaps that is the reason
why the Prime Minister does flot read it.
1 should like to suggest that there are a great
many papers being published ini this country
with which the Prime Minister seems to be
out of touch, and there ie a very con-
siderable body of publie opinion which does
not f ollow the lead of the Prime Minister and
some of hais colleagues. For this reason I pro-
pose to read two or three paragraphe fromn
an editorial which. appeared in the April issue
of the Canadian Forum. They are:

Canada lags behind niest other coftntries in
bier political tbinking. But the experience of
the last two years bas produced a growing
number of men and women, even in Canada,
wbo bave become very sceptical about the
ability of our capitalistie systein to produce an
efficient or a happy society. Most of these
sceptics are probably stili more sceptical about
tbe ability of our particular Canadian leaders
in finance, industry, and polities to give us
any guidance in our crisis.

An hon. MEMBER: Did you write that
editorial?

Mr. WOODSWORTH: The question is
asked, did I write that editorial?-I did not.
That question emphasizes the remark I made
a f ew minutes ago, that a good many hion.
members of thie bouse seem te be quite
oblivioue te the currents of public opinion
which are so strong at the present time. The
article continues:

But individual critics are helpiess by thein-
selves; and tbere exists no orgaiaini
Canada to wbich such men adwomen can
attach themselves with mucb enthusiasm. In
the hope of belping to fill this gap a group
from Toronto and Montreal held a meeting two
months ago and decided te lanch the League
for Social Reconstruction.

1 may say that I was flot present at that
meeting nor had I anything to do with its
being held. However, that is by the way and
I shall continue with the editorial:

The founders of tbe league conceive of it a
kiîîd of Canadian Fabian society, altbougb tbey
are quite conscious that it does not include in
its present membersbip any Bernard Shaw or
Sidney Webb or Grabam Wallas or Beatrice
Potter. But they hope that it may formi the
nucleus around wbich may gather a good many
of those unattached critical spirits wbo find
no baven in either of the two national political
parties. and whose circumstances do not make
it possible for them te join labour or farmer
political movements.

As is indicated by that last paragrapb, thie
is not a political but an educational. move-
ment. The meýmbers of the organization may
be Liberals or -Conservatives; some may be
fariners or labour mien, but apparently they
do not find themselves very much in

sympathy with either the official Liberal party
or the officiai Conservative party es they are
constituted te-day. They alse confess that
as the labour and farmer movements are
organized to-day, they do net find a place. 1
continue reading:

What is meost needed in Canada is a clarifi-
cation of cur pohitical and econemie ideas.
Even if the members of the new society
accomplisb notbing muoli more than te work
eut by discussion among themselves the prac-
tical steps in a socialistic pregramn as applied
te Canadian conditions, they will bave served
some purpese.

I know a great many members here are
terribly frigbtened 'by the worde "socialistie
program."

An hion. MEMBER: Louder.

Mr. WOODSWO*RTH: Mr. Speaker, since
I cannot obtain order in this house, I would
ask you te call it eleven oe.clock.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hion. member asked
for five minutes of the time of the house, but
hie has exceeded that time limit by over two
hundred ýper cent. If hie wishes te bring hie
remarks te a close within anything like five
minutes, I am inclined te think the bouse
would permit him te do se.

Mr. WOODSWORTII: I have net been
able te obtain order, and I propose te finish
my speech at a time when I can make myseif
heard.

At eleven o'clock the house adjeurned with-
eut question put, pursuant te standing order.

Wednesday, April 27, 1932

The house met at three o'clock.

REPORTS 0F COMMITTEES

Third report of the select standing cein-
mittee on miscellaneous private bil1s.-Mr.
Stinson.

Second report of the joint committee of
both bouses on the printing of parliament.-
Mr. Robinson.

CANCELLING 0F CONTRACTS

Hon. ARTRUTR SAUTE (Postmaster Gen-
eral): Mr. Speaker, I have the honour of
laying on the table of the bouse copy of the
correspondence in connection' with the con-
tracts cancelled without notice since septcm-
ber, 1930.

Mr. DUPUIS: More unemployed!


