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who came to this country from Alsace-Lor-
raine before it became German territory,
would be within the meaning of this para-
graph.

Mr. CARVELL: I imagine this clause
w.as put in to meet conditions in the West,
where there is some body of people the
Government want to disfranchise, I pre-
surme.

Sir ROBERT BORDEN: This is an en-
franchising clause, is it not?

Mr. CARVELL: No, a disfranchising
clause.

Mr. MEIGHEN: It is enfranchising.

Mr. CARVELL: I think I can read the
English language. It says:

Provided that a person claiming to vote who
was a natural born citizen or subject of France,
Italy, or Denmark, and who arrived in Can-
ada before the date upon which the territory
in which he was born became part of Ger-
many or Austria (as the case may be) shall
not be deemed to have been born in an enemy
country.

That is, if lie arrived in Canada before
the territory was conquered ho is not an
enemy, but if he arrived in Canada after-
wards he is an enemy; he is a German.
In the county of Victoria there is a large
colony of Danes who came from Schles-
weig-Holstein after the war of 1864. I can-
not say just how many there are, but I am
told there are a great many of them. They
left that country because they would not
live under German rule. As soon as Alsace-
Lorraine was ceded to Germany, or shortly
afterwards these people emigrated to New
Brunswick. They form one of the most
thriving and intelligent communities that
I h'ave ever been in, and I know of no place
in my constituency-it was formerly in
the constituency of my hon. friend from
Victoria and Madawaska, but is now in my
constituency-that it is a greater pleasure
to visit. Many of these people were not
naturalized for years and years; in fact,
it is only within recent years that many
of them have become naturalized.

Mr. MEIGHEN: When did they ceome to
t,his country?

Mr. CARVELL: Late in the sixties, or
very early in the seventies. Many of them
did not become naturalized until recently,
and I lnw that some of them have never
been naturalized, although they have al-
ways been voters. These men who came to
this country because they would not live
under German rule, who have lived here
practically all their lives and raised fami-
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lies here, who are intelligent people in
every way, are to be disfranchised.

Sir ROBERT BORDEN: What would
you suggest?

Mr. CARVELL: Cut it out entirely.

Sir ROBERT BORDEN: Cut what out?

Mr. CARVELL: I do not see why on
earth you want to disfranchise a man who
has left a conquered country. Take the man
who came froin Alsace-Lorraine after 1871, is
there any reason why they should be dis-
franchised if they came here afterwards and
within fifteen years became naturalized
Britisli subjects ? Surely they would not be
charged with having German sympathies.
I cannot understand what in the world the
Government means. It brings ne back to
my assumption that there must be some
body of men in the West they want to get
after, and therefore they insert this clause.
I would feel that a most serions injustice
was being done to these people in my con-
stituency, who are among the very first
citizens in New Brunswick, if, by passing
this legislation they vsere disfranchised.
The Prime Minister should give us at least
a reasonable chance to go over these things
and discuss them. Of course, if we can-
not have that chance, we cannot have it,
but I think it is carrying the thing to such
a ridiculous extreme that it will at least
appeal to the Prime Minister as absurd.

Sir ROBERT BORDEN: I thought it was
carried to an extrenie when the whole of
Saturday was wasted. That is my opinion,
notwithstanding any view to the con-
trary that may be entertained on the other
side of the House. I think that is where
the absurdity began in the first instance.
We have no desire to avoid reasonable dis-
cussion of this Bill. We would like to have
the third reading not later than Friday
next, and I think the third reading should
take place then, because the time available
for this Parlianent to deal with this or any
other measure is drawing to a close. After
the Bill has been disposed of in this House,
it will have to be dealt with in another
House, and there may be considerable de-
lay there. I amn perfectly willing to give
to-morrow and the day after for the consid-
eration of the Bill in Committee, and to sit
as late on either of those evenings as hon.
gentlemen on the other side may desire,
provided that we have an understanding
that the vote will be taken on Friday night
or Saturday morning at any time lion.
gentlemen may select.


