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the United Nations decides in accordance with recognized and legal procedures

to engage in peace-keeping operations, the expenses should be borne collectively
by the whole membership in accordance with Assembly decisions on apportionment.
There is surely no other acceptable way. If we do not give the organization

the financial support which it needs for discharging its responsibilities, its
very existence will be endangered. In particular, the efforts of the United
Nations and the Specialized Agencies to render economic and social assistance
might be brought to an end.

Problems of Economic Development

The first concern of the United Nations, I know, is the keeping
of the peace. If we were to fall in that, the whole brave human experiment
would have failed; we should go down for good. But, second only to the keeping
of peace, the great purpose of international ‘statesmanship today must be to
improve the living standards of all the world's peoples and to make possible
a better life for all. The role of the United Nations in this field is
necessarily limited. But if we wish, and if we will, it can be one of great
and lasting significance. 8

Experience is more ahd more underlining the central significance
and compelling urgency of economic and social questions in these years, rightly
named the "Decade of Development", and our concern in that field is at the

‘moment focussed on the forthcoming United Nations Conference on Trade and

Development; we have been honoured to serve on the Preparatory Committee for
that conference. )

Economic Growth and Trade Expansion

The problems of economlc dévelopment and those of trade expansion
are fundamentally the same. But the purpose of development is to raise the -
level of real incomes, from which the main impetus to expanding trade must come.
Higher incomes within a country, however, do not automatically improve a country's
ability to trade. The improved incomes must be related in the long run to
increased earnings through exports. ‘Aid programmes, essential as they are, are

“only a means of bridging a gap until export incomes increase.

For this reason, and for many others, we should do all we can in
this Assembly to lay foundations for the success of next year's economic con-
ference. That conference will be concerned, -obviously, with recommending
practical ways of raising and stabilizing the earnings that the less-developed
countries derive from exports of primary products. It is hardly less important
to enlarge the earnings open to all countries through trade in manufactured
goods. For that purpose, as has already been pointed out by the first speaker
in this debate, barriers to trade must be reduced and, in order to make this
effective, measures may be needed to improve international currency arrangements
and lessen the exposure of so many countries to balance-of-payments troubles.

In the complex structure of the world economy today, trade and aid
are tightly linked. No amount of aid will create permanent, stable growth unless
it 1s soon accompanied by developing means of increasing exports. Accordingly,
all the members of the United Nations -- developed and developing economies
alike -- have a common interest in seeking mutual aid and economic co-operation




