S

the entry of such persons. But it would be a tragic

loss to freedom and to our good neighbourhood if,

in the interest of :u h security, the freedom of move-
ment or the vast m jJ rity of Canadians and Americanc
into other parts of t e continent which we share together,
were sacrificed or made more difficult. That it has not
been sacrificed has not come about automatically, but
throuyh the good sense of governments and peoples on

both -ides.

But how about our other boundary, our last frontier,
the North? This br ngs up the question of continental
defence, and here, . can assure you, there are Canadian-
American problems aplenty, and they will increase. 1In
this conuection it 1s useful to remind ourselves how
trings have changed, ond are chenging, in the field of
defence, so fer as Tanadian-american relations are
conczrned. Twice in this century Canada has been involved
in & major war, a 1liie a'd death struggle, for pericds
of two years or more before our &merican neighbours came
in. Today, I think that the neutrality of either of us,
if the other were engaged in a msjor war in which its
very existence were at steke, would be unthinkable. That
is a trencndous creonge, and one which must affect zll our
policies and relaticns with the United States.

Qur position in thils regard in something that we
should never forget when we say, and correctly, that
certein United Ststes comaitaents, those, for instance,
covering help to Chieng Kei-shek.in Formosa and certaln
Chinese coastal islands. have not been accepted by us.
But that is not the samc tring es ssying that they may
not involve us. 4&4nd it is certainly not the same as
saying that they do not concern us.

There is a differe:ce in these matters between legel
commitment and political concern. Thet is why we and

other friendly countries st times find it necessary to state

our views clearly and frankly,,confidentially through
government ciannels, pub icly through Parliamentary

and other channels, on matters which, in a strict

legasl sense, may not be oir concern, but which are most
assuredly our concern in every other way. In Canada,
our co-ordinated and intor-related continental defence
errangement< with the Un.ted States would alone make
suChh woncern inevitawvie = ziG specieal.

One of the new factors in this defence fileld,
and one of growing importance, is that North America
itself &and 1ts main centre of population ahd industry
ere, for the first time, vuluereble to direct and devasta-
ting attecs b- en enemy. It is, therefore, the, course of
prudence [or ,.s.tb try to d t r sach en attack, by building
defences eggeinst it - diplo.e'ic and militery. In eech
cese these defences must be collective and co-opersative.,
Obviously, continental defences are matters of common
effort end ccncern. On the military side, the resources
needed for sucl things @s eerl: werning lines and air
defence instrllations to give the greatest practicable.
sefety to our two peoples, and to mezintain the deterrent
cfcet of certain end nmeccive reteliestion, may involve
substentiesl economic effort 2nd t*e stationing of increased
forces in Ceancde; especlally alr forces. This 1s a joint
Unlted Stetes-Cenedicn provlem - indced it is elso a NATO
prouvlen - and can best be solved by joint and agreed eaction
of the two NATO members from this continent. Theat. .,
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